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Designer ; Nic Lee

Participants ; Kevin Chen, Joanne Chen

Photographer ; Sam

Category ; office

Location ; Taipei

Materials ; cavity stone, black Golden Blaze stone, Titanium plated
metal member, Italian juniper wood, oak wood, saddle wood, stripped
pattern glass, carpet

Size, 314m

Design period ; August - October, 2010

Construction period ; November 2010 - February 2011
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WESCO is a multi-national corporation that has been marketing plastic raw materials for the last twenty years. Before the actual design work began, Nic

Education/ Master in Interior Design ,PRATT
INSITITUDE

Experience/ General director ,Waterfrom Design
Award/2011 Taiwan Interior Design Award ,
residence category, TID AWARD - 2011 Golden
Pin design award - 2010 Taiwan Interior Design
Award, Best 10 interior designer
since2007~2010 - 2010 Golden Pin design
award - 2010 Taiwan Interior Design Award ,
residence category, TID AWARD - 2010 Asia
Pacific Space Design Award(APSDA) Excellent
Award in Beijing - 2009 Taiwan Interior Design
Award , commercial space category, Golden
AWARD

made a research of its branch office design in HK; he found Hong Kong's office revealed a post-modern fashion with an ambiguous language that confused
the quality of the space. To satisfy the client's requests and spatial needs, Nic proposed to use the English reading room as an imagined picture of the office.
Nic believes that an office space is an unmistaken representation of company culture; WESCO's tradition links to a modest and low profile, so that the

impression of an English gentleman's library is a perfect impression for the company and its culture.
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1. Reception space and its partition surface treatment - cavity stone framed by thin metal wiring 2. Reception hall and herringbone pattern floor
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Design Concept

The office has an identical feature close to the perfect paradigm of a
classic layout. Perspective control and systematical deployment of the
geometrical plan gives the space deep spatial depth. The office has a
prominent order of space with an inspiring delight that eliminates the
rigorousness of a typical office space.

A triangular pattern derived from Art Deco motifs is transformed into
shining titanium plated panels and rustic leather skin. Herringbone
interlaced marble on the floor of reception hall gives the office a
luxurious fashion. Natural light patterned down on the floor comes from
glass panels and window grating patterns. The high contrast of lighting
gives the space a sense of melancholy interest.

French artist Pierre Soulages' ultra black concept is clearly visible in the
space; he proclaims that even the darkest black has different levels and
gradateds textures observed from different angles. There are many
black colors and each appears on different material surfaces. Black
material used in the office is not a static dead voice yet echoes with its
various textures and visual layering.
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3. Staircase lobby 4.
Reception area and waiting
space 5. Company logo
design - laser cut metal
pieces with titanium plated
treatment on the surface
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6. Grating metal door linking reception and conference room 7. The surface treatment in the conference room reveals Italian black wood patterned with metal
panels 8. Conference room and its surface treatment in metal, hardwood and leather detailing 9. Vista view from reception towards the conference room
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10. Main office space and its systematic layout of solid wood furniture 11. Grating system dividing various zones 12. A view from the reception area towards the

office space 13. Plan
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14. A bar table and its multiple function as storage space 15. Manager level's office zone 16. CEO room
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Lobby: Black golden blaze stone is used in the main lobby space; stone
pavement appears in a herringbone pattern with a single piece cut in 4
by 8 centimeters. Cavity stone is used for cladding on the surface of the
reception table. Main partition is clad with polished and sand blasting
surface in a light brown color marble.

Main door: leather and titanium plated metal.

Conference room: main partition is covered with hardwood, titanium
plated metal board and leather. Projection panels use Italian juniper
wood and titanium plated metal in a seamless treatment. Other portions
are clad with dyed color wood veneer.

Office Space: bar space uses zebra stripe pattern veneer and leather for
cover. Sliding doors are clad with leather and titanium plated board.
Metal grating is cast iron coated with metal paint. Wall paper is used in
other parts of the space.

CEO Room: dyed wood is used to cover the entire main partitions.
Curving positions use zebra stripe pattern veneer.

The design was commissioned from a competition winner. Nic Lee won
the competition by proposing an English style reading room and that

was accepted unanimously by the board members. English reading

room represents quite well the company's culture in how knowledge
booms and is accumulated from one generation to the next generation.
Nic's effort included the tedious job of coordinating various materials in
an harmonious way.




