Fun with the Rectangle
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1. Color system adopts black, gray, and white as the main color tones 2. Plan
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3.4. A dramatic view, dominated by the
sharp contrast of colors, from living room
towards the dining room 5. Living room
cabinet creates a visual extension from the
living room towards the dining room 6. A
stainless steel box stores audio-video
equipment 7. Cabinet details show unusual
details, very much different from typical
wood work craft manner and detail
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Rectangular plan and the module

An apartment located in Taipei * s primary scenic district had an existing plan featuring four bedrooms and natural light on three sides.
To fit the actual life pattern of a single bachelor the designer needed to undertake drastic action so he took out many partition walls
and divided this apartment into public and private. Natural light permeates fully into the public zone and gives the space an ample
energy. Light gradually diminishes and finally stops in front of a dark color wall which forms a border between public and private and
public. The partition wall has three different secret doors to enter the master bedroom, guest room and bathroom.

After the main spatial layout was decided Nic created a subtle ambience like having fun in a resort hotel. There are several cormners
centered by a piece of furniture which gives comfort to the dwellers and satisfy their living habits. The plan displays an interesting order
that Nic hides by creating a the layout by dividing the plan into many small rectangulars being subjected to structural grids and
columns. This geometrical control system happens in real space conferring a dynamic and energetic interest in the space.

Inside the master bedroom there appears a rectangular space confined by a partition wall and structural posts. This supposedly
"useless space" was turned into a space for a moments of relief such as a section of wall turned into a book wall. On the other side, a
comfortable chair was installed and an intimate lighting environment was set. The central position of the bedroom is dominated by an
over-sized bed set, which immediately meets one side of the bathroom and the other a corner relaxation space.
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8. A working table and a hanging over table inside the kitchen space 9. There are three secret doors to enter the guest room, bathroom and
master bedroom 10. A space between the living room and dining room 11. A view from the dining table towards a pathway, full of natural light
penetrated from a grand window

An elevation control view

When dealing with a spatial layout, Nic confessed that he is always inspired by a controlled view, systematically dominated by the
study of elevation drawing. The drawing provides a kind of order, a way to manipulate how people look at the space upon first sight.
He believes that only after something has been gotten right in the drawing can he be satisfied, and the space he tried to create will be
sound.

Nic detected that the client had a spatial and color preference so he selected materials that reveals colors limited to black, gray and
white. Marble, leather, granite, gray paint all bring the space a very restrained color impression. Even the addition of furniture pieces
were carefully selected so as not to violate the domination of the " elevation' graphical view.

Nic created several control view "elevations." The first is a white limestone partition wall used as a TV backdrop. This "elevation"
displays a simple void, an analogy that proclaims the strangled fate of modern society. A B&O audio system quietly sits alongside like a
lonely passenger on life's journey. The second "elevation™ is a pure black color granite wall set against a border between the dining
room and kitchen. In front of the wall, figures seem to diminish into nothing. A dominating island table hangs like a hovering spaceship
in the space. ?The final "elevation" is a partition wall against the bed set in the master bedroom; this light color marble partition is an
element that creates successfully a dialogue with the bed set, already purchased by the client in awkward gray color.
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12. Gray color bed set against a partition wall in similar color 13.14. A view from the bedroom towards the bathroom 15.16. White marble bath
tub set on a tile paved floor 17. A reading corner is a transitional place to enter the master bedroom 18. Bedroom bookshelf, which enjoys
tailored design details like laser cut English alphabets on metal panels 19. Spatial arrangement of the guest bathroom 20. A view of the guest

bathroom
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Color in this apartment is mostly hinged on black, gray and white colors,
so that marble, leather, granite, and paint were selected as major
materials. White marble was used for a big partition wall in the living
room; black granite was used in the kitchen wall and a gray color
limestone wall was used in the bedroom.
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Always enjoying travel, the client wished his living space would be very
much similar to a boutique hotel, where people can enjoy a personal
corner and have fun in a casual way. The client also demanded no
excess wood work but rather simple industrial material or custom built
furniture pieces. His earlier purchased bed set was a must be used
piece which the designer needed to incorporate well into the space.




