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DEC 2013

Designer ; Waterform Design co. Ltd./ Nic Lee

Participants ; Kevin Chen, River Lee

Photographer ; Sam Tsen

Category ; Multiple level house

Location 5 Taipei

Materials ; Lime stone, Bianco Carrara stone, white stone, plated
titanium, stainless steel, granite, tile, oak wood, paint

Size, 726m

Design period ; July 2011 - March 2012

Construction period ; March 2012 - October 2013
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Waterform Design co. Ltd./ Nic Lee

After graduating from Pratt Institute, Nic returned to
Taiwan and formed his own interior design company.
He is interested in using humorous motifs in his
design to express a story associated with his clients.
Award Records:

2012 TID Award, apartment space category

2012 TID Award, office space category

2011 TID Award, residential category

2011 National Gold Point Award

2010 Top Ten designer, 2007-2010

2010 National Gold Point Award

2010 TID Award, Residential Space

2010 Excellent Award, ASDA

200948 =R REEFETRFELEE 2009 TID Award, Commercial Space
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2.5 Pond and its water
court lead a strong
visual path to the main
entrance 3.4. An stainless
panel inspired by artist
Anish Kapoor s work
covers part of the
second floor facade 6.
The front garden court
is lightened up a
lighting band hidden
behind a stainless panel
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7. Carrara stone wall in the staircase court brings indoors a dominating landscape 8. A four-meter square space
is cut out in the floor to bring light into the building 9. A view from the staircase court towards the living room
10. Big windows bring expansive natural views to the building
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Located inside a National Park Preservation Site, this house is protected by seclusion
and uneasy access by outsiders. While it retreats into tranquility, the building is also
located in a protruding position. Nic said this building pays tribute to Mies van der
e | ROhe's Barcelona Pavilion and Farnsworth House. He resurrected design principles
from the dead master and tries to recreate the spirit of modernism and its legacy.

Learning from the Modernism

The surface of the building is prominent with its sleek shape embraced by strong
| vertical and horizontal lines. While strongly contrasting with the natural landscape and

greenery, the building also exhibits a dialogue between nature and geometrical order

rather than tension. Nic tried to reduce the height of the building therefore the total

floor area is larger than a typical house plan. The horizontal expansion allows long

windows and they form many framing panels that fix beautiful mountain views like

landscape paintings.
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11. Limestone partition wall used for TV cabinet 12. Spa room and a green wall linked to the beautiful landscape 13. A staircase leading
towards the basement garage 14. A view from the dining area towards the spa room 15. A glass box enframing the staircase leading towards
the garage

The building is pretty much similar to a house design from Le Corbusier's time; glass surfaces dominate the facade and black metal
members augment the order of the geometry. There are several protruding panels painted in white and skirts over the building; the
white band reinforces an impression of horizontal expansion. On the surface of the second floor, there is a portion clad over by
stainless panels; the reflection of light and sky seem to attract a building absorbed into the landscape.

Nic said: | did study Mies' building including horizontal windows, ideas of transparency and so on. He tried to use materials like glass
and spatial tactics like enframing in this building and even tried to incorporate artistic idea like those of Anish Kapoor. Kapoor's
stainless steel installations attract the surrounding light to implicate a dual form of nature and human existence.

There is a difficult to detect element in the building - climbing steps leading towards the roof. From a view looking down from the roof
there appears an obscure landscape plan - two pieces of lawn shaped in two circles. There is even a fun element like a milk box
pouring milk on the grass. The "milk box" is actually a washbasin shaped by an artist's hand.

Le Corbusier's idea of space
The house is two floors above and one floor belowground. This building had already existed but the current owner decided to make a
conversion to fit his family and the way he wanted to live.
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16. Spa and a light channel guiding natural light 17. Spa area and bathtub, fully submerged in intimate wood materials 18. Central island table
is a place for light food cooking only 19. Master bedroom view shows an intimate air 20. Toilet and wash sink in the spa room 21. Steam
room is clad with wood pattern tiles on the floor
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Rich materials were used to give the villa house a vivid spirit and
relaxing comfort. There are gray color tiles, homogeneous tile, and
Mocha granite; they are deployed into several partition walls for guiding
the visitor to travel in a layered space. Expensive Carrara marble was
used in a two story high wall. It demands awe like respect in the living
room moving towards the staircase court. The view in the living room is
dominated by another lime stone partition used as a TV partition and
stereo system. Contrast with the dominating material in the main public
zone, the material used in spa area is rather soft and intimate. Wood and
tiles present in wood pattern are the material used in the spa area. The
garage uses rich material such as brown tile, blue and white color tile,
and sandstone; the material used in garage is too much to be imagined
because this space is always left untouched in other designs.
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Located in natural preservation site, the building could only be
renovated using the existing old structure rather than rebuilt from the
site. The client liked modern spaces such as those in the Bauhaus
period and this brought forth the design idea oriented into its current
shape and style. The elevation treatment is mostly dominated by strong
geometrical patterns while the interior respects the idea of the "free
plan”, which is good for the client's collection of various top-end
furniture pieces. Even a swimming pool appeared in the design plan yet
because it was restricted by code it was abandoned in the earliest stage.
A spa room is created to compensate for the infeasibility of swimming
pool.
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22. A view from the second floor west side towards the landscape
23. A long table and yellow sofa embraces a space for comfortable
reading 24. Light well is surrounded by a path 25. The light court
brings a vertical link from lower to upper floors
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Nic torn down an elevator and turned the
elevator shaft into a light penetrating well. It
immediately gave the light deficient basement
a new life. Also a four-meter square floor is
punctured between the first and second
floors. The creations of the two light wells
enlivens the space and completely changed
the building which long suffered fromn humidity
and darkness.

Taking Le Corbusier's five concepts (piloti, roof garden, free plan, free facade
and horizontal window) as design guidelines, Nic gave the building a new life
harkening back to the heyday of early modernism. It also provided a good
way for family life as the less restricted floor plan allows the client's
unexpected activity in this house.

The second floor includes four rooms - two children's rooms, a bath and a
playroom. Spare space is kept empty or can be used for any uses such as
for reading. Furniture pieces were all selected to not block any direct window
view to nature.

Materiality

Nic is always interested in experimenting with all sorts of materials. He set up
three forceful stone partitions; the first is a gray color wall tinted with a light
blue color on the surface; the second is a fully white homogeneous tile wall.
The final solid wall is a solid Mocha stone wall. There is a stainless steel stripe
band where night lamps are hidden within.Nic explained marble is never a
good choice outdoors; only Mocha stone is possible to resist organic pollution.
The basement garage is not dark anymore because a cone shaped skylight
puncturing the ceiling provides illumination. Nic used five kinds of materials to
lay the surface of floor and walls; the earthy color sandstone paving directly
links the outdoor garden and further extends to the mountain greenery. Wall
surfaces inside the garage are clad with blue and white color tiles; the color
brings a vivid spirit to the space, which is usually paid little attention in design
solutions.

The living room is dominated by a large limestone partition; the stone is
carefully laid in a precise geometrical pattern. Behind this partition it is
platform for a very expensive and artistic looking audio system. In staircase
court, there stands a beautiful wall partition, built in expensive Bianco Carrara
stone; the wall penetrates the floor and extends from lower to upper floors;
dark color join details of the white stone is strongly visible; the dark lines in
pure white surface is pretty much like a Chinese ink painting. Behind the
white wall, there is a staircase descending toward garage. The staircase is
fenced in by a glass box supported by a metal framework.

A spa, hidden behind the main building, is different from the materials used in
the main structure; wood and tiles with a wooden pattern are extensively
used. An interest green wall was installed to separate the main building and
annex spa area, the wall makes a good joint to the landscape facing beautiful
mountains and hills.
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26. Wash basin is like an artistic installation 27. The first floor plan 28. The
second floor plan 29. The third floor plan 30. Basement plan 31.33. Sandstone

used to pave the floor of garage; the color and material is an extension from the
outdoor pattern 32.Cone shaped skylight offers natural light to the basement
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