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Designer ; Waterfrom Design co. Ltd. / Nic Lee, Alf Fang

Photographer ; Sam Tsen

Category ; Apartment

Location ; Taipei city

Size: Interior ; 134m, Balcony: 22m

Materials ; Cavity stone, white stripe stone, granite, walnut wood,
special fabric

Design period ; September - December 2012

Construction period ; February - July 2013

TKHEREET =T Waterfrom Design co. Ltd. / Nic Lee

B ¥ B #YPratt InstituteEAREEET - 20085 R IZ7k4 | After graduating from Pratt Institute, Nic returned to
ERET - ERMMBEAAVELETEE S BEAR F 2RI AR IE M - Taiwan and formed his own interior design company.
BB A IRhRIE Rk 1454 - A453E2007~20104F | He is interested in using humorous motifs in design to
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express a story associated with its users.
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1. The spatial layout that met the client's demands yielded an unusual plan in the lobby and living space
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2. A view from the lobby towards the
reading room and ends at a balcony 3.
Plan 4.7. Mullion screen disperses flat
light and gives the interior rich texture
patterns 5. Rich material provides the first
impression in the lobby space 6. A view
from the reading room towards the lobby
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This Tienmu apartment enjoys cozy ambience that provides the essence of home. It was the designer's intention that he use the
simplest materials and optimizes the quality of natural light to deliver this home a full sense of coziness.

New layout

This apartment is 134 square metres and needed an immediate revision because the existing plan was completely not functional. The
client, who spends most of his time in US, needs this apartment for short stays and a spot for family gatherings. Keeping three
bedrooms but revised by a new plan, Nic Lee tried to satisfy his client so he proposed creative ideas for possible compromise such
as one room that can cope with necessary changes to be either a bedroom or a study room.

The plan displays a dominating bedroom behind the lobby space and to its right is the main public zone - living room and dining
room. A pathway leads towards the end where two bedrooms are set face to face. The main orientation system divides this apartment
into two sectors balancing each other and the cross shaped layout is a quite visible sign which signifies harmonized living.

In the public zone there stands a reading room and living room on one side. And a corner is set for a Buddhist ritual space. Nic said his
challenge was to meet the client's entire requirements as the space seemed not big enough to provide all the functional spaces. He
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8. A partition wall set between the living room and reading room 9. Even showered under bright sun-light, the room enjoys its energetic
gesture 10. U shaped kitchen space and its central island table layout

integrated a reading space and one bedroom into a Japanese style room while a mullion panel was built between this space and a
corner facing balcony. This corner is reserved for a Buddhist table and ritual practice.

A light color panel wall sets a fundamental border between the living room and private sector; this wall was given functional integration
to incorporate a TV and other facilities which are cleverly sealed behind some secret compartments. The client's interest in cooking
was uncompromised and an island table is in demand to display his cooking art. A bar table that joins with a rather smaller island table
gives the cooking and dining ample space. The space has a U shaped layout and all necessary electronic devices are all economically
integrated into the kitchenware and storage partition.

Elegancy

Nic believes the beauty of space comes from light and texture; his beloved architect Carlo Scarpa inspired him so much that he
carefully takes care of the relationship between material texture and its response to natural light. Light is introduced in a designated
way such as mullion panel which disperses light into strips, patterned onto the floors.
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] ; Light enriches the expression of the main partition wall and gives it a relief pattern. Light is an
LW 1 |. . . . .

—l_[_ | element that gives life to the space and always provides a welcoming gesture to one who

. l — 7 enters the door. It was also a designer's intention to soften the single light color on the wall;

J'_ﬂ_r S there appear diversified materials and textures; cotton-linen fabric creates a dialogue with the

- |—|—' | beige color granite therefore creating a vivid contrast. All the details were carefully plotted such
o — L { | | as the geometrical pattern cavity stone link with some pieces of metal panels in beautiful joints.

K -L I_ The pathway is like a secret channel and shows off an interesting pattern accumulated by

| |

=" staging cubes. This artistic featured pattern is not just for fun but can also be used as storage.
Light permeating in from the adjacent bathroom gives the pathway a sense of harmony.
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11. Bar table layout and precise layout of electronic appliances and storage 12. Living room and kitchen/dining space 13. A view towards the
public zone 14. Pathway cabinets - Design drawing 15. Master bathroom and its color treatment 16. A view from the bedroom towards the
pathway
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17. Pathway wall surface and its geometrical patterns 18. A view from the bedroom towards the pathway 19. Partition treatment for storage
space 20. Master bedroom and its color treatment
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Warm color and natural materials was used extensively. The floor has
brown color walnut wood and the wall is clad with light color materials
such as the storage in the lobby space uses white color leather while
the living room partition uses Holly Hunt's white fabric. The floor has
beige color cavity stone paving and the floor extends from the living
space to the wall surface. Bedroom and bathroom has similar light color
materials. The painted surface used only non-toxic paint.
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The client uses this apartment as a short stay domicile yet he still
needed fully capacity like a typical apartment and even demands a
family Buddhist temple. He loves cooking and definitely required an
island style cooking system in the kitchen. All the demands created a
difficult challenge for not just the layout but also the utility system. Yet
there was one odd demand, the client wanted the sun-light to be fully
admitted without even any design action to avoid extreme summer heat.




