Harbour Plaza 8 degrees
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Patrick Leung
Patrick Leung was graduated from The Hong Kong Polytechnic University in
1978; he then started his career in interior design. In 1994, he established
PAL Design Consultant Ltd. In 1998 he entered the Chinese market and built
up branches in Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen. His designs have won him
at least 50 awards including the most reputable "IFI Excellency Award" . In
x. 2009, his design for the Beijing Hilton Hotel won him the "Best design Award
USA, Interior Design" and "Design Award, Greater China." The Andrew

Design Award, named him one of top 50 interior designers of the world. In

3 Martin International Interior Design Awards, nicknamed the Oscar of Interior

J.' 2006, the Chinese government awarded him "Leader of Chinese Business."

PAL Design Consultants Ltd. Design firmj; PAL Design Consultant Ltd.
P S FEPatrick Leaung Designer ; Patrick Leung
EHEIRHR NSRS 2957 FE MISIEE IS TAIE Location ; Chinachem Plaza, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong
EARA-AM B -BRiE - A IHIB-E I EES S Material ; Marble, wood, metal, glasses, stone, glass, lamps, carpets,
*} mosaics, fabric
SRk EHER , 200953k Construction period ; 2009
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1. Hotel lobby; rows of 8 degree slanted columns gives a dominating impression



Located in Kowloon East and close to the former Hong Kong Kai Tak Airport, Harbor Plaza 8 Degrees is surrounded by
many old residential towers. Since the bad location could significantly impact its occupancy rate, the management

wished the design and service would level out the negative and even create a unique interest.

The designer proposed a surreal fantasy, a plan with an asymmetrical layout with an interior dominated by slanted
partitions at an 8 degree angle. The pictorial image 8 appears on the plan and was twist to form a dynamic body. The
number 8 is always a lucky symbol for most Chinese so the "8 degrees" added to Harbor Plaza signifies prosperity for
the hotel and Kowloon.

Visitors are attracted by the grand lobby before entering it; ceiling, columns, reception table and even the floor is not
vertical or horizontal but skewed to a surreal effect. The most dazzling element is a hanging lamp which incredibly sticks
out of the top of the ceiling in a perfect but dangerous position. The 8 degree angle is a trick and appears on the floor
pattern which is an orthogonal grid that looks skewed and slanted because the reception table is not joined to the floor at
90 degrees.

The restaurant is also partitioned as a slanting wall and the 8 degrees slanted columns support the ceiling and gives every

consumer an unforgettable impression.

The building and interior even extend to build an iconic impression for the hotel; PAL also designed the furniture and
utensils. It was expected that the consistency of the design would increase the impression of the hotel and become a
marketing tool. Translated by Ray S.C.Chu & David Mark Riz
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2. A view from the lobby to the café; the floor pattern gives an illusion of skewed fantasy 3. Surreal impression built up by
slanting partitions and windows 4. Restaurant and its skewed closet 5. Lighting fixtures look not vertical in relation to the
ceiling
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6. Lobby plan 7. Café and its furniture setting 8. Pathway and restaurant 9. Bending and

slanted ceiling panels 10. Asymmetrical layout of the lobby 11. A view towards the café; a
wine cabinet looks distorted
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