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Nic Lee

Waterfrom Design Co. Ltd. / Nic Lee
Design Director of Waterfrom Design Co. Ltd.
IR B R ELFHIT Denmark University of Copenhagen Architecture study
TR N ER SR New York Pratt Institute Master of Interior Design
Main Award Records
ST KEE APIDA Excellent Award 2015 Asia Pacific Interior Design Award
K2 APIDA Best 10 2014 Asia Pacific Interior Design Award :
KEE {FE2CRI%E4EfE ~ 85/& TID 48 2013 Taiwan Interior Design Award, Residential space multi
ENERETALE (ETZRRIAEIEE - T{FZ2R948 TID | level, single level TID awards
2012 Taiwan Interior Design Award, Residential space multi
KEE {(EEZERIFEESfE TID 28 level, Office space TID awards
2011 Taiwan Interior Design Award, Residential space single
KHEE  (2007~2010 B8+ AZETETY | level TID award i
3 2011 National Gold Pin Design Award !
Taiwan Interior Design Award ( 2007 to 2010 Top 10 Taiwan
Designer ) i
010 National Gold Pin Design Award
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1. Reception has a whirl shaped ceiling representing the collection of fortune. The various level are for utilities and wiring.
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2. View of the main corridor from the conference room. Under the low luminaries, linear metal elements with the window framing background reveal a

stylish and cozy atmosphere. 3. Conference room suspended clock with projection effect. 4. The aqua blue ceiling corridor connecting the reception
area to the open office zone symbolizes the fortune flowing inward imagery.
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. Using old fashioned floor pattern and texture carpet to frame out the
reminiscence flavor . 2. There are more than five carpet pattern design
combinations, therefore on site mockups were required prior to final
installation. Desired color gradual effect was fine tuned to achieve a
time passing feel. 3. On the entry wall, white color bamboo veneer with
specific grain pattern with titanium plated edging to create a delicate
shadow line. 4. Reception area with generous wide grain marble flooring.
5. GRG reinforced gypsum molded ceiling product. 6. Conference room
wall clock is suspended by a cable.
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1.0Owner was interested in a new office space for a high tech company
in a financial company environment. 2. In consideration of a financial
technology company market definition, the office space needed to reflect
both innovation and stability. 3. Owner believes in Feng Shui, therefore
corner offices were reserved for the human resources department.
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5. Blue carpet and walls conference room contrasts the gray tone corridor. Not only to define the spaces, decorative linear metal trims also enrich the
visual interest. 6. Financial technology industry pays great attention to efficiency, therefore " time is money" is the main concept for the conference
room feature wall. A modern suspended clock hangs in front of a old time charming wall. 7. Cable suspension structure. 8. Three different size
meeting rooms with retractable partitions that can create one large conference space when needed. 9. From reception area to open conference
room corridor and ceiling. The illustration represents the flow of money. 10.11.12. Moveable partitions create various size of conference spaces.
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13. View from the corridor to the completely open conference space. blue leather fabric wall with indigo color carpet contrasts with the gray tone

corridor. Accompanied with glazing interface to create filter glass visual affect. 14. Other end of the corridor is the kitchenette and food storage

cabinets. Blue color tone with old fashioned texture finishes continued. 15. Kitchenette counter detail. Orange color brick wall constructs the

reminiscence elegance within the modern space. 16. Opposite side of the counter, nine large scale chairs are not only an installation art work but

also function as storage, display and allow for rest use. 17. Corner view of the small meeting room. Black and green bamboo veneer color contrasts
to create a strong poster style. 18. Small coffee bar style meeting space located at the end of the counter.

Water flows in a vortex motion, whirl shaped entry hall ceiling represents the collection of fortune, the ceiling structure contains
the movement’s energy. From the beginning an inverted collection, the spring flow along the corridor as a running stream,
symbolizes the wealth accumulation like water trickling into a stream. Stepping into this internet media and investment firm
office design, Nic Lee based the design on the idea of " Fortune as water " starting from the entrance that expresses wealth
like running water in an endless stream. To reflect the innovative yet steady inclusive character, the prime design vocabulary
of reminiscent and contemporary art style coexists. Surreal imagery reveals a decadent material beauty, the formation of a free
-style writing.

Flowing water vortex Wealth flow

cnYES is a technology giant financial firm as the main business covers internet financial media and investment consulting,
thus naturally shaping the office image of the wealth and surging money metaphors. The 820 square meters open-floor office
space , presents the " money flows" imagery though the formed ceiling continuing through the circulation lines . The reception
area precast plaster ceiling is stacked as a multi-layered vortex structure. It intends to also represent the compiling of wealth.
After passing the glass doors the design vocabulary takes a turn. The painted light blue ceiling begins to follow the winding
corridors, meaning the fortune will flow like a water surge. Nic Lee said: "The firm finance related, the accumulation of wealth
just like water trickling down into the stream flows all the way towards the spaces. Not only that, the counter comprising titanium
copper, round metal door handles, unite all the details in this coin-referential vocabulary.”
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The symbolic space is the starting point to create a sense of movement laid out in a pattern to form the L-shaped corridor
context. Turning into the core, visible along the L-shaped corridor that follows the outline of the conference room, it is adjacent
to the first corridor of axis released from the reception area into open offices. Connected to the second corridor axis, the use of
the bar counter, pantry and storage units create a open kitchenette. The L-shaped corridor is filled with natural light. In order
to continue the relaxing atmosphere a glass panel was designed to block the configurations of the meeting space which are
framed in clear glass. Also utilized is a color differential that enhances the visual depth, the carpet to the glass sector is gray
outside, inside it is indigo, filled with an exotic filter-like effect.

Deconstructed clock, The chair of Alice in Wonderland

In reflection of the economic trends and financial climate deceitful and inscrutable, the design idea of "Time is money" creates
a meeting space with visual cues of which Nic Lee said: " Owners want the customers to experience the strong images while
in the conference room, and decided on using a deconstructed clock. To enhance the fun , the designer deconstructed the
clock. The presence of the black outline is made with suspended metal arc segments, the organization formed among the
horizontal and vertical offsets , silent it persists. Through light projected onto the wall, a shadow complete s the clock profile.
Between the void and solid, it is a dialectical logic game design .

Not only the clock but the L-shaped corridor also filled with surreal style art installations. Inspired from a "chair bench" concept,
three sets of window frames are regarded as benches, departing from common sense and experience of objects with sensible
charm. Around to the other side of the corridor , with the open side of the bar and display functions is the appearance of nine
towering giant chairs. An overstating indigo color chair back peaked , its broad and solid depth seating functions as able.
Viewed from the distant, as if suddenly falling into the " Alice in Wonderland" rabbit hole, falling into a fantasy literature chapter,
under this miniature scene.
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19. Open office zone, continuous white ceiling marches along the light blue corridor ceiling as an indicator of the office circulation and also as
metaphor of continuous money resources. 20. Ceiling lighting linear movement layout, no perfect symmetrical order.

Deserting romantic style, rewriting the stylish fine details

Decon style clock, surrealism type chair, these elements symbolize Nic Lee's "contemporary art" design style. In contrast, the
project client - cnYES internet Edina network management and investment consulting firm, their space expectation were of
‘innovative yet stable" . With these sources of context, Mr. Lee proposed the project design concept combine " reminiscence”
with " contemporary art" . As the designer explained: “theses two concepts basically are contradictory, but | wanted to utilize the
textural quality portion of the reminiscence style with stainless steel and bright color to define spaces.”

With the idea to combine innovation with serenity, Mr. Lee utilized bamboo’s veneer material strength, flexible and easy to work
with quality to deliver a humane charm in the reception area followed by a fresh interpretation of bright colors. This provided
a relatively contemporary character, especially with the bamboo veneer’s directional texture as the expression of restrained
beauty.

Similar material expressions were also reflected on the pantry wall , warm color and slim style tiles depict the ltalian countryside
quaint atmosphere ; just around the corner, a suspended cabinet with a similar bamboo veneer has a dark background in
contrast with the green color volume to express the material elegant quality and contemporary color strength. Flooring material
is also a nostalgic blanket material. It looks like some kind of rusty, stale and wear-out discolored layer, Its relatively unsaturated
colors and textures propagate disorder and a shaped configuration of the sense of time.

This vocabulary also penetrates the conference room which is a clear glass-enclosed space with iron framework. In addition to
the contemporary style of the strong vertical and horizontal structure , Nic Lee coupled it with cross -shaped lightning -type lines
to the enhance the of overall complexity and minimize the modern style . As for the suspended deconstructed round wall clock
it was collaged from purposely broken 3 mm thick sheet material to achieve the designers idea about a "not meticulous and
perfect line" that recalls the historic ruins at the Acropolis. This weathered scene reminds us of the unique deserting romantic.
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