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Designer | Waterfrom Design Co., Ltd. / Nic Lee
Participant] Xi Chen

Photographer | Figure x Lee Kuo-Min Studio
Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | cast iron, bamboo skin, veneer, stone, perforated metal board,
stone paint, printed glass, strip pattern glass, hand-made paint,

wall paper
Size | 150m?2
Design period | May — September 2016
Construction period | October 2016 — April 2017
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Waterfrom Design Co. Ltd. / Nic Lee
Director, Waterfrom Design Co. Ltd.
University of Copenhagen

M.A. Pratt Institute
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1. Night view of main living space.
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2. Public zone has plenty of unoccupied space for the future collection of furniture pieces. 3. A view from the
Perforated metal board panel was used for the TV screen and lobby partition wall. 5. Plan.
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lobby towards the living room. 4.
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6. Wood pieces in multiple colors and shapes interlace the floor pattern. 7. Lighting fixtures. 8.

Genuine leather sofa stands in front of magenta color backdrop. 9. A view from the perforated screen
towards the kitchen.
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10. Sliding door opens to the entrance to guest room. 11. Decorative motif.

The site is on a mountain hill facing the endless beauty of the
sea and a river estuary, and right below the foot of the hill is
full mangrove field. Nic Lee’s challenge was to create a living
space abundantly filled by daily activity yet also enjoying the
beauty of nature. Nic introduced a rich feeling into the space
and incorporated wood, stone, bamboo and other materials
to give the space an extraordinary touch.

Ocean view and white wall

The curved curtain wall is the unique feature of the building;
it gives the interior an endless view towards beauty. To
preserve the ample extension into the public zone, Nic gave
this zone total transparency; there are no partitions but it was
kept open for future placement of purchased furniture pieces.
The client’s passion for Nordic modernism inspired Nic to
place the furniture pieces in no precise order so that their
positions can constantly change.

Nic’s tactic modify the feel of the heavy structural elements
was to offer a softer layer in curvature; curving walls and
ceiling soften the beams and columns, and give the space a
gleaming surface like a river. To introduce a more sensitive
touch to the interior, Nic collaged various materials such as
stone, veneer and bamboo skin to create a layer like a living
tissue and paint the surface in white. The special treatment of
paint surface quality relied on the tedious process of layering
skill. It is opaque and vividly reveals a surface texture.

The wood floor is parquet but each material was carefully
selected and placed in a unique layout featuring variation in
color and texture. Nic said this treatment is particularly good
under sunlight. A genuine leather sofa in a magenta color
tone enlightens the space and plays good match with the
wood floor.

Art work in vista view

The lobby provides a strong visual impression on a glass
screen and is surrounded by yellow, orange and purple
colors. This color arrangement was inspired by Peter
Zimmermann’s resin paint work. This screen diverts one’s
visual path where it makes a turn to a stool and then makes
a turn towards a perforated panel. This partially transparent
screen allows light to slip in and upon its reversed side hangs
a TV set. Right on the side of the screen is a pop-up space
and a door leading towards a bathroom.

The passage leading towards the private zone is covered on
both sides by a painted white wood-and-bamboo skin. At the
end of the passage, a red door opens to the guest room. The
red door is painted in a rustic texture. The white interior marks
a huge contrast with the red door. In the bedroom appears a
vivid Paul Smith like color style; rich color strip pattern on the
surface of wardrobe create a strong impression of the space.
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12. Parquet floor in master bedroom. 13. A view of the master bedroom and reading corner. 14. Humble color in the master bedroom. 15. A view

from the dressing room towards the bed set.

A DT Material Analysis
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1. Cast iron piece is for a shoe case. 2. Perforated metal board is used
for the TV wall. 3. Passage and living room partition wall was covered by
bamboo and wood veneer, painted white. 4. Wood floor has a rich motif
by using various small pieces. 5. Kitchen platform uses cavity stone and
stainless steel. 6. Malay paint was used to cover unevenly the surface of
woodwork. 7. Paul Smith style color was adopted for the cabinet of master
bedroom.
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play match. 2. Curving window facing the Ocean view needed the right
furniture pieces. 3. Fun-shui had to be considered. 4. Cooking is an
important activity in this residence. 5. Space must be ample enough
to accommodate the future collection of furniture pieces. 6. Existing
bathroom must keep intact.

15




