Molecure Pharmacy
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Designer | Waterfrom Design Co. Ltd. / Nic Lee

Participants | R. W. Kuo, S. H. Chen

Photographer ] Figure x Lee Kuo-Min Studio

Category | Pharmacy

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | pebble, solid wood, perforated metal board, acrylic, tile
Size | 170m?2

Design period | July — November, 2016

Construction period | December 2016 — April 2017
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Waterfrom Design Co. Ltd./ Nic Lee
Director, Waterfrom Design

Program Study, University of Copenhagen
Master of Interior Design, Pratt Institute
Awards Received

iF DESIGN AWARD 2017 /Discipline
Interior Architecture - A'Design Award &
Competition Silver Award of Interior Space
and Exhibition Design - Asia Pacific
Interior Design Awards of Excellent Award
Taiwan Interior Design Award of
Residential Space / Multi Level - Taiwan
Interior Design Award of Working Space
- Golden Pin Design Award “In honor of
Mark Rothko” - Taiwan Interior Design
Award of Best 10 Designer 2007~2010
- Taiwan Interior Design Gold Award of
Commercial Space
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1. A long table sets a visual focus
and completely converts the
impression of a pharmacy
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2. The pebble covered grand walls extend up 7 meters to the ceiling 3. Metal wiring sets a pictorial pattern like chemistry bond holds various test
tubes 4. Hanging objects signify the mystery of the Universe, formed by nature and science 5. Elevation - spiral staircase 6. Elevation - first floor
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7. The first floor plan 8. The second floor plan 9. A view casts towards the main space to visualize a
strong geometrical order in spatial rhythm 10. The pharmacy features a dialogue between science
and nature 11. Detail — stacking cabinet and mirror covering
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12. Long table and natural surrounding 13.Transparent stacking rack is like a screen and is used as storage cabinet 14. A view towards the spiral

staircase

Language of Molecule

Molecule Pharmacy is a three generation family run
pharmacy; the new generation’s store needed an immediately
conversion and transformation. They commissioned designer
Nic Lee to seek and find abstractions that would link scientific
reaction and visual impression. The form that every molecule
carries and the reaction among them was turned into the
design inspiration in the spatial layout and relationship that
links one space to the other.

At the initial talk with the commissioner, Nic detected
something he had been missed about a pharmacy. Nic
said: “the client mentioned a pharmacy in New York City
called “Orange Pharmacy”, which displays many medical
herbs in the shop. The space is more like a hippie gathering
spot full of mysterious weeds. “They then both come out
with the idea that the pharmacy should be tailored not like a
typical pharmacy, but more like that the “Orange Pharmacy”,
which delivers messages of transparency, logic and even
mysteriously fluidity.

Long Table and a white robe pharmacist

The new generation of pharmacists usually have a negative
opinion about the traditional layout of the pharmacy. They
believe that a pharmacy should offer service towards good
health rather than be a vending shop that sell medicines.
Offering consultation is more important than business
transaction. The interior of Monocular Pharmacy therefore
has a long table extending through the central position that
allows sitting and tea to be served. The role of the pharmacist
is now as a friend rather than as a salesperson, and the
dialogue between them turns to one to full of humanity.

The so-called Laboratory Table stands sturdily with legs of

chunky wood log. The table is made of a piece of solid wood,
and there are several glass containers fully inserted into the
wood. Floral art appears on the table and also on the surface
of back partition. The rich material texture meet gracefully
with the pictorial pattern of the molecule formation and all
mingle into an interesting air that derails the conventional
impression of a pharmacy.

The higher ceiling position above the Laboratory Table
allows the hanging of an art work of a tangled metal wire and
floral arrangement. This occulated piece reveals symbols of
chemistry and alchemy; the metal wire represent monocular
bond and the natural element represents the alchemy’s
practice.

Solid wall meets endless bottles

The plan is divided into two sections; the front enjoys a 7
meter ceiling height and the rear is a space for prescriptions
and a mezzanine level is above the lower space. Two large
walls display medicine and they penetrate a glass covered
floor of the second to end at the 7 meter height. The surfaces
of the walls are covered by pebbles. Nic explained the
pebble covered wall displays the most rustic and natural
texture and perfectly meets the metal framework and acrylic
boards which are subtle and polished.

The recessed positions on the large walls are framed by
metal panels and form layers to store bottles and containers.
It is imagined as an abstract picture when the shelves are
fully packed by containers in different sizes, colors and
shapes. Nic states that it is quite possible that the wall will
provide an impression among the various orders and deliver
a picture of extreme beauty.
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15. A view from the first floor towards the second 16.The second floor will be used for art display and meeting multiple purposes

Perforated board catches light FRAZ DT Material Analysis e ——

and make a transformation

A copper color spiral staircase enclosed by perforated

boards provides a central focus point. The plan on the £ vy

second floor extends the staircase landing to a long }} . 'llll' é

pathway a|ong the rim of the floor. The use of perforated 1. Main floor is Covered by terrazzo pattern tiles 2. Two main walls are 1l 1 w
covered by pebbles 3. Cabinet shelves are supported by white color Al

panel has double purposes; the flrSt is to allow an Upward metal frames and covered by opaque acrylic boards 4. Laboratory Table

view to penetrate to the upper expanded spatial depth; the is made of solid wood piece and supported by wood logs 5. Metal wiring

second is to allow |Ight to Iinger on the surface of the upper supports the hanging glass tubes and dry wood 6. Spiral staircase and
. . X . . copper color perforated panels define the borders 7. Acrylic cabinet

floor to signify a tree growing in the pharmacy. A tree is a against the spiral staircase

symbol of rejuvenation and the patched light through the

perforated holes is like a scene of natural light penetrating _
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adoption as an art gallery or lecture space. To feature the 40
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light on the surface of the acrylic panels back-light the front 3. To create interaction between the pharmacist and customers was aeats e | : i

biect d lth tai lik . f art K important 4. The new design must be different from current vendor style asasazstate: 0o of i : - FEERD PR ST !
opject and revea € slaircase lixe a piece or art work. pharmacy 5. This is the first shop and is expect to expand to others in the .44 italal . e o \
future 6. The design was to be the first trial of new generation pharmacy F ] [ :
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