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Designer j Shichieh Lu

Participants ; C.Z. Chen, Y. P. Liu, Y. P. Liu, Z. D. Tsui

Photographer ; MGP (lvan Chuang)

Category ; apartment

Location ; Beito, Taipei

Materials ; PANDOMO, teak wood, pine wood, weaved fabric, mirror,
hollow board

Size; 215m

Design period ; May - September 2010

Construction period ; September 2010 - February 2011
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Shichieh Lu

Born in 1965, Taipei, Taiwan. BArch in Tung-Hai
University, Taiwan. Received his Diploma in
Architecture from Architectural Association,
London,in 1993 and worked for Raoul Bunschoten in
1994. Established CJ Studio in 1995. Major projects
are United Hotel (selected as a member of "Design
Hotels” a well-known international hotel
chain.),[WUM] store, Stephane Dou and Chang Lee
Yugin'shop in Tiger city (JCD Design Award 2005),
Aesop store in Breeze center (JCD design Award
2006, IFI 2007 Gold Award), residence of Tsai
projects (TID 2007 Gold Award), TID Award, selected
into five of talents report on "Interior Design" (USA)
celebrating 75 years special issue.Since 2003 he has
established his own brand -shichieh lu-.

Dk B O S AR i - SRR SR ~ L R RS
et o SR —HIRHSE #ERYSEE - 1 “Less is more 7 f&j#Y
RRIE - AR FL RIS MERE - PRI ¢ T (R IREEE
REGHHIAS ISR L RS - o EEmAlFeGRET - DIREEE
o B EIVRRIE - BIFRE BRI - (REE
TERREIOCER - WUIRZ ] > AT REFRERSEEE R -

ERETEI=

AREAACIRFEEGE S - (EEraeE Es - RRUR TR
fi B A THE S SR B R R ARG - SEREELRE T - 22 A
FOHERE BT AGE 2 = BT BRGERE T A, - I
Sh - BRI UESES SR - iR REMERE R LR P
HOSERERRAS - BRI b > RIREDER B AR A BRI R -

PR GRS - ERGER T RRFEEERE - B EERN "5
i~ TR RRETR SR o N SRR A EE R R B IR
J& - EfRE H AIRTEE R - K2R “Less, but
better”  ¥EF G - B P EHEZEEE - AT -
Ry EFeor st T AnARGD > JEGARK ) AURRETBIRS o R
ARG TR o 22 HIERR R REAY(EAE -

PRIES

ZERTS FHE - (HERABEE EFIEEI - ARS8
ABBEL - BREVEREFFRES - U R DUk
[ E BB A MR B =S - [KPLERE T A8 TRy - (a2
BTG - PEREREEOR - EHEE - RIS EE RS
HAGE| B - (HEA g - R EET - RN R E R
PSR, - BEEsE - HESERSE - MBI R
B R e R bt o S S PR R G ST I VXSS 7 SN

KRBV E - MR EET - 5 HE - A 2l

ECEERTC

TEAE PR B T _E AR se i - PR YRR — )5
& (REMFRAREEE L) - S DRI EE: - 'E
LR PIEERERE - S EESE R E T - RIEEZRR
RPISAS IR - SRR H OCRESIS VT > TS —
FESMAR A I RZES R 5 HEFTR - Soi B R EE R 2 - DL
EheRR EEE AFIR G B e -

ST R U IR A= AT Z SR -
It - PEAGERRE] - 35 18 SRR AR AT 2 RO RS - ALRA U ]
Bz - RS BRSR ERE » EAA R TERR - EEAEX
BUGISALREEE - Btk - [ REPR I T 75 B W A 0 BB 1L
P9 I ~ BROZIY - RS T IR 2 KRk - — Bz
Brla - 22 S SE FAIRSAL - MEANEL - 2228
SHIGE BEHIVURG R T2 - WEBAE LA S < - ERA
BT A T O MR L B > AR A 12— T F sk b
WEANTIRF B RS2 — R TE ~ AERPT > R EAHE T H AR
ZE[HIH g K BLBERE -

MIBENZR
TSR 2 BN ZE A - R BRE - (E RN RE

BRERRFE AV - MR Ry TAETR AR - BUEPESHEHE - €
LTS — R 22 MR EIRIEAY] - SRREERSE - S
o DUSCRIEE el e B g 28 77 BhRA R -

1.—EREEARERH » N LAZERER » SeFEesImaER= L0 -
1. A view from the balcony towards the mountains
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2.3. There is no precise space for the living room yet a space is left blank for flexible use like dancing or yoga. 4. Le Corbusiers antique dining
table relishes the taste of the space 5. The first floor sanitary equipment coated with light green color dots 6. A view from the kitchen
towards the dining space shows no obstructive partition in between 7. Lower floor plan 8. Upper floor plan
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10. Storage 12 13
1. Hallway 4. Laundry room 7. Living room g; ]sve'lk-ﬁn closetls
2. Kitchen 5. Bedroon B. Master batrroom 12, Study room
3. DIning room ; Totlet room 9. Master bedroom 13, Baloony 7 I__-: EI:P D 8



Facing the Kun-Du wetland, this apartment enjoys good air and view. Because nothing is
more beautiful than nature this apartment needed no additional embellishment. Brahms
said: "the most difficult thing is to slash excessive notes from my score”. Reduction is an
attitude of design, and it is probably more difficult than adding things in space.

Design Concept

Located near Bei-tou Transit Station, this nine-story apartment building sits in a good
location having terrific views to surrounding mountains and wetland. This is a home for a
couple, and the program is so simple and is even too easy to consider building any
borders between the private and public zones.

Mr. SJ Lu, the designer, proclaimed that this was an exceptional project since he was
asked nothing but to respect the budget, and delight in "free space" . Also "less is better"
is like a design guideline because it is an aesthetic value that the couple is very much fond
of.

Border

The existing interior looked shabby and old, yet the site unprecedentedly prevailed over the
apartment's many unfavorable conditions. Its good view and its double floor layout offered
a great chance to turn an aging apartment into a good place to live. From the first day of
design, SJ's team endeavored to find the best layout, a spatial system that fits the
dweller's life style and also optimized the great views.

The ninth floor (the lower) is accessible only by an elevator lobby. There is no solid wall to
segregate the inside and the elevator lobby where a beautiful grating acts as the border.
Light can easily enter the grated fence and turns the floor into a dangling pattern on the
floor. The first space when entering the none-existing door is a kitchen; vision sight
immediately connects to a central island kitchen table. This table mediates an unusual
direct visual link to the kitchen - a space plays a significant role for the couple.

The second floor, guided by a modernist style staircase, leads to a bedroom. A glass door
reduces the spatial stress of the space while assuring some privacy to the couple. The
border is also de-constructed in the relationship between bathroom and bedroom; a
partition without touching the ceiling is like a screen gently sets as a border in between.
The screen seems to proclaim the intimate relationship of the couple, also invites light and
air to come in without being un-naturally sectored and blocked.
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9.10.11. Staircase metal frameworks and handrails; it leads to the upper floor designated totally
as the couple's bedroom
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12. Womb chair quietly sits in a corner
of master bedroom 13.14.15. Reading
space is immediately adjacent to the
living quarter. Ample bookshelves
accommodate the husband's large
collection of books
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1. Myanmar wood and solid teak wood are used on the floor and
staircase flight

2. White paint on the existing beams and columns; wall partitions are
mostly painted in white, and a few partitions are clad with mirror
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This couple's residence has a persistent good view of “free space” ,
and they needed ample bookshelves and a space for the wife's sport
activity like yoga and dance. The designer was advised to have a tight
control of the budget, so that the furnishings were reduced to a minimal
scale.

16.17. Partition between the master bedroom and bathroom is like a screen hovering over the floor 18. Bathtub is immediately linked to a
window; it offers chances to cast views towards nature

Harmony

SJ Lu said this apartment was not a show or a social venue but rather a true place to live in; and nothing is more important than to find
how comfort was settled here. SJ's serious concern was to check well how the air flows and how views can be cast about; and all
tectonic means were brought to bear for the best comfort of its dwellers.

The space left everything blank when the existing wallpaper and ceiling covering was moved off. White paint was left on the exposed
beams and columns. SJ believes that the best way of design is to find the nature of the building, and only give the space minimal
interaction to find the true value of space.

Mirror was used yet restrained in only a few spaces to add visual layering. Colorful light decorates at night when it appears on the
bottom of beam and at the edge of the bookshelf. The staircase is another visual focus of the space; a simple linear curve defines the
border by a thin piece of metal. Some legendary furniture pieces like Le Corbusier's glass table and Eero Saarinen's Womb Chair
quietly sit about. They open up a dialogue asking light, air and body to make good contact and enjoy the comfort and intimacy.
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