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2 H1 = Photographer] Kuo-Min Lee

ZERGMEE ) 3 Category | Residence

ASEMIBE L &b Location | Taipei
MR ~ B2 EE ~ AR E ~ NIfmELIY ~ ZER ~ G5 Materials | Fur rustic surface treatment, Pandomo, dyed oak wood,

stainless steel panel, hollow board, mosaic

E—EZEAN 90 I £ [EZEMN 20 I ~ =N 79.4 IF Size | The first floor:298 m* ; the second floor:interior66 m* ;exterior 262 m*
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2014518 E9H8 Construction period] January — September 2014 1. Allight court is formed as part of the existing roof floor was taken out
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2. Wide expanding window and a flower band form a framing vista to the outdoor landscape 3. Exposed concrete ceiling and added wiring utility
invites thoughts on passing time and family history 4. A view from the living room towards the lobby. Tranquil black Pandomo floor dialogues with a
piece of white wall 5. Fully penetrable view from the lobby towards the living room
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6. Storage platform 7. Green house encased behind the glass panel in the light court and the layout brings out a spatial impression like a house
floating in air
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M3 Material Analysis Iy

1. New materials such as Pandomo were used to give the space a vivid
spirit while still keeping traces of time. Color was carefully selected to
make dialogue with existing color and texture 2. Mosaic and Pandomo
are adopted in bathroom 3. Spiral staircase is clad with wood and winds
up from the lower level to the upper level 4. Tailored designed and
custom made stainless flower pots 5. The shining piano-paint on the
surface of the kitchenware dialogues sharply with the wood, stainless
steel and Pandomo paint
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1. This apartment was built ten years ago and now faced the increasing
of renovation 2. Existing rooms were consolidated from three into two
bedrooms; one is preserved for the wife 3. Closet is not just a must have
space but a space of a big size. Also a new Buddha worship chamber
needed to be created 4. Client's interest in horticultural art brought out
the main concept of the design 5. Roof garden and a security outlet that
separates private and public property

8. Kitchen and its layout still following existing plan 9. A platform behind the staircase is like a stepped terrain in a geological landscape 10. Layering
space in rich rhythm and texture

Air Apartment in greenery

Ten years after its completion, this double floor residence faced increasing deterioration of living condition and needed to be
refurnished. Also due to changes of family members, a conversion seemed to be inevitable.

The major plan change included the consolidation of two single bedrooms into a bedroom attached with a bathroom. Also an
independent walk-in closet was created to accommodate actual needs. This new bedroom offers a temporary stay for either
home-coming children or invited guests. The upper floor provides social need with a 66 square meters small lounge good for
gathering for social events.

CJ said that the most unique feature of the design is an indoor garden immediately in the lobby. He took out one third of the
floor size from the roof top and transformed it into a sky-light canopy. The lower light-bathing area turned into a greenhouse,
accepting all sorts of plants. Flower pots are custom designed in many interesting geometrical shapes and sizes. These
stainless made pots are placed in an interesting rhythm so that the plants grow in a particular layout. The view looking up from
the lower to upper skylight brings an illusion as if this apartment is floating over and surrounded by greenery.
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Natural tranquility

The first impression of the residence is the plants
growing behind a glass box supported by several
thin metal posts painted in white. Reflections on glass
surface, plants behind the glass box. The view also
penetrates into the room where furniture pieces are
scattering about. At the rim of the lobby there stands
a staircase in a shape like folded paper. The gaze
from lobby to living quarter is like staring at an abstract
painting with ordered geometrical lines intertwined with
organic colors and living vegetation.

The plan layout shows a direct border cutting two
integral spaces; the left is for living and right is for
service and dining space. A hidden space is deployed
for a Buddha worship chamber. The view leading from
the lobby toward the kitchen is ingeniously diverted
when facing a screen. The screen directs a visual
path turning from straight to a diagonal angle to the
living space. CJ says that the most critical effort of the
apartment design was to create a rich layering, both by
placing furniture pieces in proper positions as well as
delivering a proper spatial layout. Also the dynamic of
the spatial layout is not horizontal but rather expands
into a vertical dimension; the greenhouse court and
up-growing plants invite a view looking up to the roof
garden.
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11. The first level plan (the fourteenth floor) 12. The second
level (roof top plan) 13. A view of the master bedroom reveals
its curving ceiling 14. Bathroom and its material and facility
layout 15. Walk in closet and its spatial layout 16. Climbing the
staircase is an exceptional experience to enjoy internal garden
and outdoor garden as well

interior DEC 2014




The staircase winds up then lands in a relaxation chamber which directly overlooks the
green court. The room is not sealed but rather directs a view path by following a cantilever
glass covered rain-cap, which goes as far as it can to protrude out to the roof garden. In the
garden stands a piece of art and the landscape layout reveals a sense of a Zen garden. CJ
expressed that the garden was to give the impression of true nature; like a rustic view the
plants grow as if in an unattended condition.

Minimal way of design

To express the close association to nature, the design seeks many ways to dialogue
with nature. The lower level ceiling is untreated; with exposed concrete intact. Exposed
utility pipes and wiring traverse overhead so the life in the living quarter seems to be fully
embraced by nature caused by this rustic surrounding. CJ also took advantage of this
exposed suface and placed lighting fixtures on the cleavages of the surface, originally
caused by less attentive construction when the building was built in ten years ago.

The physical colors and materials in this apartment are dominated by earthy color partitions,
gray cement and metal members. Existing white partitions were fully converted into earthy
color in Pandomo, and the floor uses the same material in ink black. Stone mosaic is used
in the bathroom. New materials replaced the existing material such as the handrail design
that was turned into a fully covered glass panel. Wood is used on the staircase flight to
emphasize its physical weight as well as making a direct contrast against the weightless
handrail. CJ still insisted that certain traces from the existing condition have to be preserved
because the trace of time is the only element that the family kept of the past memories.
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17. Upper level even plays a casual leisure role when it is used as a bedroom 18. Staircase flight is paved in
wood to give the steps physical weight 19. Glass cover rain-cap stretches quite far yet light is still welcome
to penetrate 20. Landscape design emphasizes a view of the rustic nature 21. Zen garden ambience in
roof garden

|l

131

interior DEC 2014



