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M. Design / Stephen Kuo

2005- now, Lecturer, Shih Chien University
2005- now, Design Director, M. Design
2000-2002, designer, M. Moser, HK
1999-2000, M.A. University of North London
1997-1999, B.A. University of Arts London
1996-1997, Diploma, City College of London

Designer; M. Design/ Stephen Kuo

Participant; Y. K. Wei

Photographer ; Kyle

Location ; Taipei

Size; 94m

Materials ; Pandomo, solid wood, glass, steel member, mosaic, close
lightly pebble surface treatment

Design period ; October - December 2008

Construction period ; January - April 2009
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3. 4. Open-style kitchen and changing phrases of the flexible partition 5. Lighting fixtures and band patterns on the ceiling extends to the public zone 6. Kitchen
view of preparatory table and ceiling light fixtures 7. Teak wood and wood texture bring an impression of nostalgia
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8. Reading space for boys 9. Doors that lead to the boy's rooms and master bedroom 10. Door frames to enter the boys' rooms and closet detail designs 11. A
view from the reading space towards the living room
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Life in the big city is subject to values of a collective ideology; man loses only because he has no chance to wander around. This client wished something

would really happen in his apartment. He said: "Please give me a place to live that is different from what it used to be." This was the challenge for both the
client and designer; Stephen, the designer, abandoned his practice routine but came back to the idea of the space itself; he imagined the living space would
totally expand the client's living pattern and his daily activity.

Intimacy in privacy control

Since the apartment houses the client's family with two teenage boys, the space was not truly enough for an ample living pattern. Stephen completely
redesigned the layout; he grouped every public zone into a single domain - living, dining and kitchen space. Every family member can dwell in his corner to
enjoy reading, listening to music and chatting. Two flexible doorframes, in the main partition wall in the public zone, lead the family members to their private
rooms; one leads to the master bedroom, the other to the kids' rooms. The boy's room is ushered in by a transitional space, housing a reading and
discussion corner. There are two bedrooms instead of one that offers better privacy for the fast growing-up kids.

A tiny window facing the courtyard provides an imaginative outlet for a view; the reading space has only one window to introduce soft reflective light to the
room; subtle gray color increases the lighting effect in the reading space.

Ample creative ideas

Curvature brings a different view of this apartment; a smooth curving wall leads from the foyer gradually unveiling a tunnel-like pathway; light increases the
layering of the spatial depth and induces a further pondering on the process of entering from "profane" to "sacred" space. This curving wall is also built for
utilitarian purpose; it houses a mass amount of storage space and a lavatory.

An open-style kitchen is possibly hidden by a flexible partition. A preparation table set in a central position allows linkage to the dining/living space. A custom-
designed dining table utilizes a mechanism to expand its size for various occasions. The total impression of the interior is largely dominated by material and
color; teak wood and its fine polished texture bring a nostalgic favor and redefine the value of the family. While the Pandomo floor and lighting fixtures on the
ceiling provide a slightly contrasting dialogue to the traditional mood. Translated by Ray S.C.Chu & David Mark Riz
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12. Existing plan 13. Plan after conversion 14. Master bedroom view. Mosaic wall extends from the partition to the bathroom 15. Master bathroom 16. Slanting
mirror wall in the master bedroom; the angle optimizes the natural light entering the room



