How can our homes harbor both life and soul?
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1. Shades appearing on the curtain brings impression like Japanese paper doors 2. Entrance and its color system emphasizes dialogue between darkness and light
3. Coherent color ushers in from the lobby to the main hall




This design is Stephen's first attempt at a Japanese style interior which was mostly was inspired by his trip in Japan. In taking elements from the traditional

Japanese house, Stephen mediated a way to bring a similar tranquil mood from Japan to a life in Taipei city.

The plan is similar to a typical Japanese house; guided by a single axis that penetrates deep into the house, the plan is lined up according to a hierarchy of
order and responds well to its physical environment. Natural light penetrates as arranged in the main zone such as the living room, reading space and master
bedroom; while the service zone is on the other side. Gray color coordinates the floor and the less contrasting color in every detail brings pleasure to the
house in total coherence.

It is not the small pieces of Japanese element that evokes the Japanese mood; it is the phenomenological dialogue of the space; people's conception that
links time and life is the actual element that brings association. From Haruki Murakami's fiction "Ways looking for A Vortex Cat" mentioned an idea: "small
bliss" - a small emotional move in daily life that is the biggest pleasure for self. The small bliss in this humble apartment likewise appears in the framed views
- the domestic views are the icons of family happiness.

White color is the dominating feature of the space as it absorbs light in various layers on the surface of Japanese paper panel. The textile materials used for
the curtain reveals traces of the fiber to create a dynamic energy of light and shade. The layer also mediates the interior and exterior and forms a new layer
reflecting family's life and the illusions that brings life to travel in time and space. Framed views in particular create domestic views that imply family life is the
center of all views.

The reading room is a very unusual place; it is equipped with two long tables and flexible panels that join with the living room. One table is for the wife who
has a personal interest in embroilment while the other is dedicated to the husband s interest in assembling audio machines. It can be imagined as a picture
when the couple works on their interests while the light and time lingers by as traces on the paper panel; this is how happiness can be described. Translated
by Ray S.C.Chu & David Mark Riz
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4. Curving light band shapes the joint between partition and ceiling 5. Gray color partition attracts light and shade 6.7. Natural fabric textures distill light and
modulate it to fit the interior space
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8. White color and wood furnishing provide a unmistakable Japanese air 9. Framed view indicates

domestic intimacy 10. Existing plan 11. Plan after conversion 12. Elements taken from a hot spring hotel
are used in the bathroom 13. Bathroom
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14. Sliding door joins with a reading room 15. Two tables are installed in reading room 16. Considerate control of scale for fitting actual needs




