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. Gentle Intimacy

Design period ; December 2009 - February 2010
Construction period ; February - May 2010
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1. 3R E —EREES RSB E T EE S - B BN EREE—IRERERAIBAIER - 2. BERIBABLUEALUKBEFEREBEELUREENREZEWR » FAEEE 1. A screen sectors the public and private spaces to avoid direct visual contact to the bedroom quarter 2. Marble wall reveals a pattern similar to a Chinese ink
CE painting, a perfect backdrop for the living room

=

-




2
8
g
Qo
K
i
5
LR
£

T S8 BRIk o

RIEE

E

¥
ght to come

L]

LR P Ep B AOsEEE -

ws allow natural li




EFRET(ERERMEREIR AR R - EREEMEZRE AR RIS ERETT NSRRI

et
i
E
o
op
H
B
-
#H
X
3
fid
i
o
&
A
3
a]\'v
A
o
W
3
B
>~,
m
A

ZEEEENRT - HERNASRARE =B FRUEENIEM ©

Design Concept

The project is for an apartment unit; the owner wishes that privacy would be
fully maintained and most of its spaces would be designated for living rather
than the public zone. There are two parts in this unit; the longer portion of an
L-shaped plan is deployed for bedroom space, the other is for the public. In the
living room there stands a screen at a position that transitions to the private
zone; this screen sets a precise border between private and public and avoids
visual penetration into the private zone. Natural light can enter from the living
room and master bedroom. A long extruding window frame can be used as
flower pot holder. In the evening when the lighting is on, lighting from the
outside lights up a band outside of windows and then expands the spatial
depth. Big windows in the living room and undivided public space allow natural
light to permeate within and compensates for the insufficient lighting in the
deep position.

Existing beams are not invisible behind the ceiling but rather they are
deliberately covered by a veneer to mark the hierarchy of the structural force;
the wood surface maintains a dialogue with the furniture pieces mostly tailored
by wood, to reveal a warm home-living ambience.

Being a full-time house-wife, the wife has the most direct concern of how the
space works. The layout links the maid's room, children's rooms and kitchen
together to offer the best convenience for the wife. In the dining space there
are two tables that can be combined into a big one; she can use this table to
take care of the children's meals while doing other things.

Space in this apartment is quite flexible and can be changed accordingly with
movable furniture pieces making way for playing ground. It is expected that the
space can be modified when the kids grew up. The designer's consideration
are easily detected on this house design; high-friction material are used for
floor materials to avoid slips is one of the examples that shows his efforts.
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4. Movable furniture pieces offer possible options for the space when it's necessary 5. Big dining table offers the wife the best convenience for taking care of the

young children
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Materials

Italian white marble: the material shows a natural segmental layering on
the surface like a Chinese ink painting. The color and natural strokes are
said to have changed when time passed by

Italian antique tiles: the tiles shows a natural pattern and uneven
undulating surface; it is a perfect match to the black/white/gray color
marble background and wood furniture.

Oak veneer and solid oak wood: this wood veneer has a herring-bone
pattern and are joined by a careful study of detail

Piano-paint surface treatment; this surface treatment can reflect interior
lighting and street views, thus creating a layering of surface depth.
Foggy glass: this opaque material deflects light to create visual illusion
and ambiguity
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Communication Notes

1. Careful deployment of private and public space offers the best day-
time lighting quality

2. Even initial communication reveals the client's hope for having a deep
color interior yet an insufficient lighting zone was not possible to accept
this suggestion. The final solution is geared to a black-and-white color
and uses richer textures to gain spatial layering. The contrasting color
between light and dark offers a solemn air in the living room while
energetic under light.

3. Clients loves brand-name designer's furniture pieces yet were afraid
that the young children would damage the expensive pieces. The
designer's recommendation was to select movable, durable pieces yet
are products coming from the main design house. Sofa and dining
chairs were selected under these principles.
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6. Relationship between the bedroom quarter and kitchen is a reasonable choice for taking care of the children 7. Island style kitchen is more flexible to use 8.
Italian tiles used on the floor shows unique natural pattern and texture 9. Veneer wrapped on the beams emphasizes the spatial forces and gives a warm

temperature to the room
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10.11. A master bedroom view 13. Bathroom 13. Kid's room
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EEEE B 7B - Window side elevation, living room

IRRE - Existing plan
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