Good views, still be here
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Designer j M. Design / Stephen Kuo

Participants ; F. S. Chen

Photographer ; Kyle Yu

Category ; apartment

Location ; Taipei City

Size ; 149m?

Materials ; stone, wood floor, wood work in metal paint, veneer, glass,
metal member

Design period ; August - October 2010

Construction Period ; October 2010 - February 2011

Three hundred years ago, haiku master Matsuo Basho wrote his legendary haiku called °BOku no Hosomichi°®, which followed his trip to central and

northern east Japan. The haiku poem inspired many followers to repeat the trip in order to catch a glimpse of the beauty described in his writings.

For Stephen, Taipei is full of beauty similar to what Matsu Basho saw in the mountains and lakes. He has designed a place for living where dwellers can enjoy

views like the natural landscape.

1. Living room in a tranquil air 2. Lobby and its exhibition panel is bathed under warm colored lighting
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3. Read wood veneer gives a true sense of nature 4. Wood material unite
two spaces into a whole
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5.Intricate texture in the pathway
mixes heavy and light colors and
materials 6. L shaped partition
reveals a shining color and light
mixed with reflections from glass
and a reflective painted partition
surface 7.8. Sliding door and its
opening 9. Existing plan




Design Concepts

The client enjoys a quality of life and hoped that every space would be
arranged in an order without any ambiguous relationship among the
spaces. His challenge to the designer was to pragmatically lay out the
space so that each space would be unique and able to enjoy its own
"view."

The plan shows a long pathway linking all the spaces together -
living room, kitchen, reading room, bedroom and its subordinated
closets. The front part of the space is public segregated from the rear
private part by a sliding door which is easy to close if a banquet is
held in the living room. The rail door system not only functions as a
spatial divider but also offers changeable viewing windows for its
dwellers.

Natural materials and glass are the main elements of the pathway;
opaque lighting deepens the visual depth and when the night light is
illuminated it offers the pathway more colors and layers.

The living room is the main public zone which contrasts with the rich
materials in the lobby displaying a sense of elegancy. The wood is
used in both the living room and pathway; laminated wood and its
rustic texture provide a continuous spatial air and ingeniously join with
the window view. Warm colored artificial light brightens when night
falls and gives the calm interior a rhythmic energy. An interesting L
shaped partition extends from the reading room to the master
bedroom's walk-in closet. Like an artistic object, the partition is clad by
piano paint and glass surface. Its articulated shape and material
interest is not just beautiful but fully accommodates the client's
collection.

The vista view of the pathway ends with an illuminated spot that unites
both the private and public and is where the family dining space is
located. Green seaweed colored painted on a long wall shows a rich
layering, particularly when it is spotlighted under orange color at light.
Light inside the private room is intimate and cozy while the private
terrain can only be entertained by client's invitation.
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Materials

Marble floor, piano painted treatment on metal work and real wood
veneers are the main materials of the residence and were constructed
on site with the most intricate details and craftsmanship. The client's
particular interest in quality assured a construction of the best quality
and meticulous work.

Glass and shining paint adds to the natural reflections and light color
in the pathway. Interesting color use like the seaweed color in the
dining room gives the space a melody of a natural air.

Communication Note

1. The Client wished that each space should have a precise border.
This challenge was solved by using a sliding door. Flexible openings
assure a rich view made possible in this residence.

2. Closet and partitions are fully joined as a single piece. The layout
satisfies functional needs without wasting extra space.
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11. Seaweed color partition in dining room under orange illumination 12. Master bedroom 13. Master bathroom view 14. Master bedroom view




