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Designer] Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo
Photographer.] Kyle Yu

Category ] residence

Location] Taipei

Building type apartment

Size] 331 m*

Materials | Panadomo, veneer, tailored metal members, dyed leather,

natural stone, Titanium plated board, glass, piano paint
Design period ] May — September 2012
Construction period] January 2013 — June 2013
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2005-2011 TWIEAE 2005-2011 Shih-Chien University, College of Design /
2000-2002 HEFEIZEERE Lecturer
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HEMETHBUNT KSR ET58 5T BIRIEE | 1999-2000 MA in Architecture & Interior Design /
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1. Living room view to the band window covered by dark color drapery 2. Hollow portions allow light to penetrate
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3. Furniture pieces decrement the continuous public zone into three living
quarters 4 Living room view toward collection shelf 5. Bold and bright
Chinese red matches well with surrounding 6. Plan
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7. Display objects are mingled perfectly with daily life 8. Reading room and its intimate ambience 9. Rich texture in combination of wood, metal and
leather 10. Open-style kitchen and its storage system 11. Dining room and its intimate ambience 12. Dining space and its multiple components cabinet
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13. A view from kitchen toward dining space 14. A long pathway as a transitional space to the kid's room

The client of the project works in the high-tech business. But unlike most tech-oriented professionals, he has a broad interest
in art, particularly Oriental art. He is also fascinated in calligraphy and music. The new residence is a locus not just to
accommodate his daily life but also has a gallery storing all his collection.

The plan has a symmetrical layout representing an Asian concept of perfect cosmological order. The living room is situated in
the physical center and surrounded by the dining space, reading room and a meditation space. The private space is hidden
behind the public zone and defined by a precise border. The furniture pieces were placed in their positions to sensitively
reduce the ample public zone into several layers so that one’s sight is not able to penetrate freely from lobby to the border. It
is set between public and private zones. The ampleness of the living quarter is capable of meeting the demands of different
social occasions.

Lighting quality was carefully taken care to sensitively distribute light according functions of the space. Dark color window
drapery is an element to reduce sharp contrast of light between indoor and outdoor; the color gives the space a sense of
intimacy and dialogue properly to client’s collection on display shelf. A lot of effort has been contributed on the shelf; it is
partially void and solid and some compartments accept light to come in and some even allow light to penetrate through and
imprint object’s silhouette on the back of the shelf.

The shelf is engineered in meticulous craft and its color and material adopted shows off a strong intention to make connection
to Oriental beauty. Metal member forms the structural skeleton while rich texture leather, wood veneer clad over on certain
positions make a curious contrast between heavy and light, solid and void, yin and yang, or according how the client wish to
implicate, the shelf is a symbolic element representing how West meets the East, solid geometry meets with organic body.
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15. Master bedroom and its furniture arrangement 16. Master bedroom and a walk-through closet 17. Master bathroom view 18. Master bathroom

Natural material used extensively in this residence; furniture
pieces are all made of wood and delicate surface tantalizes
every caress. Wood also appears on the storage cabinet in
music room, as well in reading room and meditation space.

Art in this residence truly mingle daily life and turns
untouchable art into daily rhythm. Art piece in most residential
project are worshiped as sacred objects but not in this
residence. The essence of design is to create a perspective
that treats art not as collection but elements like daily utensils.
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1. Dark color drapery sill too bright natural light and turn it into sensible
light 2. Display cabinet uses material in sharp difference in color, texture
and physical quality 3. Furniture pieces keep the most subtle touch of

wood texture
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Communication NoOte

1. The client loves Oriental art and he expects his new residence to be
submerged into a full sense of art 2. Art gallery is one important element
of the living space 3. Symmetrical layout represents client's respect to
traditional spatial order of harmony and prosperity 4."Treasure box" idea
is realized in display cabinet design 5. Master bedroom and a gallery
that links to private zone 6. Daughter's room enjoys rich natural light.
Boy's room has a display cabinet storing Lego toys 7. Art mingles into
daily life
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