Stephen Kuo

Eros Stylist University
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Designer_| Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo

Participants ] members from Materiality Design

Photographer_| Kyle Yu

Category_| Hair salon

Location ] Taipei City

Materials | metal member, wood veneer, painted surface wood, fabric,
metal truss

Size | 485m?2

Design period | January — April 2014

Construction period May — September 2014

TIHZEREERETIATT | S5F5RT / SRR Stephen Kuo

2002- 2= TY5ZEREERETIAIT B EHHRER 2002-present time Materiality Design / Director
2005-2011 & EAPESEEN 2005-2011 Shih-Chien University, College of Design

2000-2002 / Lecturer
1999-2000 2000-2002 M. Moser Associates, Hong Kong /
1995-1999 Designer

REFRSNHBIT AKBRETEL ST BIXEE | 1999-2000 MA in Architecture & Interior Design /
University of North London

1995-1999 BA in Interior & Spatial Design /
University of the Arts London
Diploma in Foundation of Art & Design /

London Guildhall University
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1. Privacy is protected by a screen
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2. Reception is featured like a rock hill 3. Cloak room 4. Lounge for housing casual social activity 5. Rich materials mingle together to provide a
surreal impression
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The founding of Eros Stylist University started with a large ambition as it tries to elevate its business from providing services to
a serious culture studies. The place offers space to provide education, deliver seminars, and manage the relationship with the
public.

When the hair salon started in England it initially only offered services yet it has developed into an art that connects fashion
and human body. It is this thought that led to the design and Stephen Kuo who not only created a space but a place that is the
vanguard of technique and fashion ideas. Eros Stylist University is definitely not just a place to study the service of this trade but
learn the culture of the trade that creates a link between Taipei and London.

The whole space is like a theater with a program to satisfy teaching, social, and exhibition requirements. The main entrance is
dominated by a reception area set back in a rock-hill-shaped screen that signifies an advancing spirit for the students as well
as providing a statement of the school. The screen also shields out unwanted noise from the street and secures the privacy of
the interior. A lounge set in a space in front of reception area offers casual social space.

The internal space is completely open except for the office space. The large teaching room can be divided into two or three
small rooms by using fabric screens that follow two lines of columns. When a show or event is held, the room turns into a theater

interior JAN 2015

6. Lounge space like a small bar 7. Roman columns display a thick but peeled off surface 8. Lounge bar table 9. A platform for modeling shows

with an easy conversion to a stage. With only few fixed furnishing elements like mirrors or fabric screens, the room is virtually
void. When objects or furniture pieces are needed in a show, workers can add them up according need. At a vista end of the
room, the layout gives the podium position many different heights that allow more dramatic views.

Colors used in this room are thick and strong like a canvas covered with oil paints. Another room quality is well defined by
natural light so that each ray can provoke emotion and desire, and the light will caress the hair from every angle. It is also the
natural light that relieves the thickness of the dark colors and makes them tangle with the light. Two lines of Roman columns are
particularly interesting on the surface; they look like relics from ancient time with patched scars on the heavy bodies. This is a
separate space right on a corner of the big space. It is reserved as a photo studio and this great space receives natural light
from an angle particularly good for figure photographing. Right behind the photo studio there hides a small room that can be
used as a back stage or as a place for clothing fitting or make-up preparation.

Eros Stylist University follows the legacy of the London salon while proclaiming its ambition to lead the trade evolution in Taipei
city. The design gives a fresh impression mixing an air of both modern and classical while significantly projecting a grand vision
of a hair stylist from a trade or service provider to a creator of art.
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10. Flexible main hall can function according to need 11. A separate room for make-up or use as a back stage 12. Mirrors can be placed in any
position 13. Natural light gives the expression of a photo studio
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1. Woodwork — reception table and exhibition panel 2. Paint — paints are
used to cover the surface of the Roman columns which display a thick but
weathering coating 3. Fabric — used as screen to divide space 4. Truss
frame — used to fix mirrors 5. Molding panel — classical motif panel is
used to highlight the spatial border
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FERTES ) 14.15. Main hall is almost void to allow any activity to happen 16. Roman columns align the positions to divide space from a single into multiple rooms

a1 SRE S i . ‘ 17. Floor pattern displays a rich spatial depth 18. Existing plan 19. Plan after conversion
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1. Eros Stylist University is a private institution to enrich the art of
hair stylists 2. The legacy of the English salon, the vanguard of world
hairstyle is a model for the Eros Stylist University 3. The main space of
Eros Stylist University is a grand theater space flexible enough to house
activities of every kind 4. Reception is hidden behind a screen, securing
internal privacy 5. A lounge space is used as a casual social spot



