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1. Living room on two levels enriches spatial layering
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2. Living room uses reflective and partially reflective material to attract light to dance on the surface 3. Dining room has a great view to nature 4. Floor
gap in living room
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1. Stone material for TV cabinet and partition wall (partial) 2. Custom BMTEHZPEEX » ZETHRETEE LSS - (EZERI B -
made metal member for staircase and furniture pieces 3. Veneers 1. This project was a renovation of a single house and marks a

conversion to afford new needs. 2. Use of balcony and large windows
to accept natural beauty previously neglected in the building 3. The new
design needed to adjust the existing floor plans which had been sacrificed
for the accommodation of steps and staircases

provide a sense of nature 4. Pandomo for the living room floor provides a
vivid visual glare 5. Paint in various colors to catch visual interest in living

space
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= work with one’s daily life. He is not a designer interested
| EEE] | in decoration, nor associated with a certain style, but
. humble from thought to actual design. His work is
9 like nothing has happened but one is amused with
i a sensation without too vivid colors and pretentious
I ] . fanfare. He loves a space that is like an envelope that
wraps the dweller's mind and spirit in right proportion.
Kuo believes a true living space is not coercive but
rather allows fully involvement; He is observant and
builds a mutual trust amongst himself and every family
member. His designs have very delicate details and
every effort is centered on the ways people live and can
have sensible experiences.
This project is a renovation effort to reshape a 30 year
old villa house. His initial site observations found a field
filled with trees providing a good view yet not being
accepting of the building. He proposed to invite the
beautiful greenery into the building and build a center
for new types of living activity.
The existing buildings did not take advantage of the
sloping site; the three levels and a basement provides
large scale living yet the layout was not efficient and
1o even had large conflicts. Lighting quality was also bad
and the house was restrained by too many steps going
up and down. Stephen'’s first step was to coordinate floor levels and open up an area to
accept natural light. A ramp was built to provide basement access without making too
many alterations thus endangering structural safety.

[ = ’1 } Stephen Kuo is good at providing spaces that closely
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5. Staircase and its transparency accepts natural light 6. Reading room and outdoor view towards the
green field 7. Reading room; book shelf and green box storage mingle into a graphic composition in
abstract pattern 8. Staircase under artificial light 9. Basement plan 10. The first floor plan 11. The second
floor plan 12. The third floor plan 13. Dining room is paved in wood floor
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14. Mater bedroom with a wood floor embraces in warm color 15. Master bedroom and a door leading toward the walk-in dressing room 16. Master
bathroom 17. Master bedroom and dress room 18. Children’s bedroom enjoys a vivid ambience

Stephen carefully selected the window positons and punctured existing solid wall to accept not just light but also beautiful views
from the rooms. Light enters the room providing an interesting response on the surface of the wall that is painted in reflective or
partially reflective paint. The reflection of the natural light provides an energetic layer on the surface. The wall soon becomes a
layer of surrounding sensory intake of the nature phenomena in all weather conditions as the color of natural light is detected
and sensed by the people who live within.

The design awakes a true feeling of nature and through the touch of nature one may find his true relationship to all surroundings.
It is said that the true beauty is not in material richness but rather spiritual fulfilment and how the design intends to build is a
channel to sense this. Stephen Kuo'’s attitude to the design is to encourage his clients and the members who dwell within to
confront the most essential elements of design as relationship between humans and Mother Nature. The force will remind one
to feel content and blissful.
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19. Staircase leading towards the basement 20.
Basement and doors for storage room 21. Basement
garage and its lighting system 22. Balcony has a
good view to a green field and mountain ridges
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