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1. Void central court provides ample

space for art piece display.
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2. Natural light penetrates from a h\gh Wmdow but most lighting comes from artificial fixtures. 3. The first floor plan. 4. The
second floor plan. 5. High partition clad over by rustic material makes a sharp contrast to the exquisite beauty of the emera\d
piece. 6. Wood surface warms up the space in gray color.
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7. Staircase has a transparent railing to increase the visual layering in the court. 8.
Display zone and neat details on the surface of veneer. 9. The second floor public
zone. 10. Public quarter in the second floor; it may be converted to banquet events.

Jade and emerald are highly appreciated by the Chinese. This project
is for an emerald collector and artist who wished to build a space where
she could live in and display emerald pieces. Ray Lee conceived a
very precise design idea and built the space like a piece of jade.

Theory and Practice

Ray Lee states the commission was precise in program for both living
and working. Yet the sophisticated demand posted a challenge; the
space needed to display certain emerald items like an art gallery and
be used to entertain VIP customers. The plan divides the first floor into
two zones — art work display and living; the second is deployed for
meeting and office space. A open court linked by a metal staircase
gives the project a dynamic energy and creates a mutual link between
working and living areas.

There was a functional demand for a more spacious layout of the
gallery because emerald objects are small and visitors need strong
attention to be able focused on the items. The object display needed
more than usual space to allow people to walk around and even sit in
front of a case to contemplate the items.

Bluntness and Sharpness

Ray studied jade and emeralds to understand their physical character
and turned his observations into abstract representation of interior
furnishing.

The best quality of emerald is always be picked out by experienced
eyes from even the most unnoticed rocks. This idea is represented on
the surface cladding of a huge double floor partition wall; the surface
is covered by a thin layer of rustic stone and dialogues with the most
precious and fine jade pieces at its feet.
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11. Floor and ceiling furnishing treatment in the master bedroom. 12. Reading quarter and curio box style shelf for collection items. 13. Bathroom and

wood bathtub. 14. Bathroom and interior wood furnishing treatment.

The surrounding texture of the gallery is simple without any excessive
colors or furnishing objects. Lighting was carefully implemented to
highlight the beauty of emeralds. Lighting creates a mysterious mood
that induces guests to be focused on the works.

Analogy

The living space is a singular one where living, dressing, bathing, and
storage are all housed within. Bathing is like a being in a spa where

a Chinese juniper bathtub is situated in a central position. A Chinese

curio box type cabinet provides space for objects display and art

pieces on panel are well illuminated. The exquisite ambience is a

perfect representation of the client’s personality and her art creation.

DT Material Analysis

layer- used in the elevated court and display cabinet. 3. Diatomite earth
— covers ceiling and main partition wall. 4. Pandomo — used to cover
the floor. 5. H-shape steel — used for prefabricated staircase support. 6.
Chinese juniper tree — used for bathtub.

;&5@mE 2L Communication Note

1. Client is a professional emerald collector and artist. The house is her
residence and emerald gallery. 2. Grandiose and elegant was expected
as the impression of the residence. 3. Lighting was important to highlight
the preciousness of the emerald. 4. The display of the precious stones
and art works needed precise control of temperature and humidity. 5.
Bathing is part of the client' s daily rituals.




