Story of Daily Life
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Designer_| Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo
Photographer | Yana Zhezhela / Alek Vatagin
Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | veneer, stainless steel, special tile, solid wood floor, exposed

concrete, cement mortar
Size | 198m?2
Design period | May — August 2016
Construction period | September 2016 — March 2017
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Shih-Chien University, College of Design /
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Designer
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1. Sculptural object marks a sharp
contrast with the existing structural

element. 2. Plan.
|
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3. Central island bar and its circulation system. 4. A view from the lobby towards the living
space. 5. Kid's storage component is at a proper height. 6. Sculptural elements grow up from
a central column and extend to the ceiling part.
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This is a living space for daily activities but also reveals a type of family relationship. The furnishings for this newly purchased
apartment for a young couple had a central goal. They needed the space to accommodate the children’s daily activity such as
a playground to invite classmates and friends to get together or play around. The parents needed a single public zone flexible
enough to afford any child’s event within a safe environment.

Stephen believes that family activity is not static. It changes as time progresses so he gave the family space undefined
functions where it can wait for it to be filled when the time is ripe. There are fixed partition walls with several sliding doors that
protect privacy when they are closed. The public zone confronts a continuous flow of space as the living room, dining room,
playing space and kitchen all join but able to be divided by furniture pieces. Colorful wallpaper covers many parts of the public
surroundings to attract a child’s interest and all the corners of the furniture pieces are curved. Drawers, component doors are
set at the right scale to fit a child’s proper reach.
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7. Open style kitchen and cooking zone can be cut off by a sliding
glass panel. 8. Ample living zone allows kids to play and adults can
enjoy gathering at the same time. 9. The sculptural object extends to
the dining room and is transformed as part of a counter. 10. Dining
room is furnished in a vivid spirit and the wine space accommodates
the father’'s wine collection. 11. Lobby view — relationship between
shoe cabinet and concrete column.
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1. Wood veneer and solid wood flooring cover a partition
in the master bedroom. 2. Cement mortar used to cover
columns and partitions in the public zone. 3. Mirror is
used on a door dividing the cooking zone and dining
space. 4. Special tiles are used in the bathroom. 5. Doors
are painted in various colors. 6. Wall paper is used in the
Kid's room.
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1. The public zone is spacious enough to allow kids to play around. Single and
unseparated space allows the parents to put their eyes on the kids easily. 2. A quiet
reading room. 3. Father's wine cabinet. 4. Audio equipment is incorporated into a
furnishing element. 5. Kid's storage space is set at a proper height to allow kids to reach
up. 6. Colors in the playroom, reading room and kid's room are choose by the kids.

12. 25 @[ LIZEBNSEREREZZ{FESE -BEEE2E% -13.2E5E -

BiREE - AMIREE » SSEERIEFARIIZIERNEXKIET - 14, EBASE -
SEWE -~/ NBEEESIEESH AR —IIED - 15. BERBELEERAE -
B - FEHRNREEE - 8FEZ2CR&EB™K - 16. EEAEIKRE o P
SEMGEIEEIIE OISR EHR - IBZEI DB AKYIE - 17. EBAKHED -
fREZI/)ERE - 18. =EAENE - IREEZR OB - M EMIUIRERmE
EHER -

12. Kid’s bathroom concerns every safety measurement. 13. Kid'’s
room is full of vivid color. 14. Master bedroom and its well organized
wardrobe layout. 15. A view from the pathway towards the master
bedroom. 16. Dressing space of the master bedroom. 17. Detail
design in the master bedroom. 18. Master bathroom shows fine
texture.

A visual interest of the public zone was intentionally directed
to a white 3D profile like a sculptural piece. It is positioned
from a central column and grows organically like a vine
and wraps half of the ceiling. Stephen explained that the
element hides the protruding beam and builds a continuous
visual flow that links all the spaces together while creating
an invisible tension among the space. Delicate deployment
of indirect lighting highlights the dynamic energy of the
sculptural object. Natural lighting at noon time lingers on the
surface and reflects gentle light to the room, while screen
louver direct the paths of nature light to avoid intense heat
from entering the room.

The work, for Stephen, is a true space for daily life; the home
offers space to retain family memories and each will find its
happiness associated with a specific spot. The home was
not built to be temporary but rather o be kept as long as
possible so that every member will cherish family moments
within the space.




