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archinexus / Tai Lai Kan

General director, archinexus co., Itd.

Lecturer, Graduate Institute of Architecture, National Chiao Tung University
M.A., Columbia University (with honors)

Graduate study, Cornell University

B.A., Tunghai University

5% Bt &/, BYRRET HEER Designer ; archinexus / Tai Lai Kan

SZHEEGET ) SRW RiHE Participants ; C. Y. Kao, S. W. Lieng

R &, BEEF Photographer ; Z. Y. Lu

ERIMEE , B Category ; Restaurant, Bar

AEMNE , BAETHRERE Location ; Taipei

ZEREmEfR . 2074F Size , 683m

FEEEA , I~ RS - BiE -~ teREERY ~ BEXKR Material ; gray brick, copper mirror, black mirror, serpent green marble,
% EtEERST . 200928 E3H thermo wood

SERkBERE] , 20094 H Design period ; February - March 2009

Completion ; April 2009
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1. Entrance lobby; gray brick wall creates an impression of a frozen past 2. Entrance lobby; cabinet wrapped in horse fur gives sensible touch
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3. Billiard room view from BARCODE; greenery smears boundary between interior and exterior 4. Marcel Wanders design of the Skygarden lighting fixture echoes

the designer's concept of the unbounded border between in and out 5. 45 degree mirror directs one to the DEN entrance 6. Billiard room view; ceiling mirror

imprints view below, a visual focus of the room
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7. Nostalgia ambience in the room -the DEN 8. Wood plank is the
material of the main partition of the room - the DEN 9. Shining
and reflective impression in the DEN 10. Lattice woodwork on
the ceiling gives a 3D effect in the DEN 11. Plan 12. An 11
unmistaken impression of a residence's living room - the DEN

the Den is an addition to BARCODE, and is comprised of two main
programs: {1 Jalteration of the balcony space and a billiard room, (2)the design of
"the DEN." The new club is spatially located inside BARCODE with a dramatic
visual interest like a stage performance.

The designer's layout of the new space started from dividing the existing skewed
site into four zones including BARCODE, billiard room, the DEN and the balcony
space. Each was developed like four individual VIP lounges, flexible enough to be
used by different groups or easily converted into a single space. The individual
reception areas of each offer an interval for waiting; ushers guide the customers to
the designated quarter for seating.




Plants brought into the room smear the border line between interior
and exterior. The balcony plays a role as a public gathering space
and converges into an annex hall for the billiard room and the DEN;
light coming from back windows bleach one side of each room and
gives them an air of relaxation and a terrific backdrop. On the
balcony space there are lines of ordered garden lamps and candle
boxes; a protruding canopy clad with aluminum sheets offer a rich
light on its surface that then reflects on the decks. Chairs on the
balcony deck use unique material from deep-sea diving suits; it
provides a sensible touch to remind impressions of a vacation of an
ocean resort.

The billiard room uses a large amount of custom-design furniture. A
mirror fixed on the ceiling directs the drama of the room; it reverses
the view of the most interesting from eye-level to the ceiling, and
further implicates a visual axis from the interior to the balcony. Green
plants and a Skygarden light fixture, designed by Marcel Wanders,
reveals the designer's insistence on mixing in and out by every
design means.

The club "the DEN" occupies the left position of the site. Its design
provides a visual link to O.D., an iconic club of the 90's run by the
same team and remains a legend in the business. "the DEN" pays
respect to the O.D. while maintaining its individual identity.

A mirror lines at a 45 degree angle to against entrance marks the
first impression of the DEN; a nostalgia material, green serpent
marble, paves the whole floor and wraps over every counter table.
Ceiling uses connected wood boards while the pattern is
ingeniously laid out to achieve the most three dimensional
impression; the pattern subtly evokes an unmistaken connection to
the graphic of a barcode. The room features an ambience of classic
coziness; mirrors, chandeliers, and fine pieces of shiny objects
decorated on furniture pieces.

The designer's strategy even extends to a tectonic interest as he

provokes a linguistic reconstruction by "mistaking" conventional
building technology; a motor used among bricks has never been seen as the motor like liquid gel pulls
the bricks together as well creating a sheet to "preserve” the wall. Other tectonic maneuvers indicate
materials function not with a single use but have multiple purposes.

Four bar tables scattered around the space are coherent in design details and color; customers are
invited to be entertained by service at each of the tables while also wandering around to be amused

by the quality of the spaces. Translated by Ray S.C.Chu & David Mark Riz
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13. Iconic design on bathroom door, the DEN 14. Copper mirror used for the dressing mirror, the DEN 15.
Outdoor balcony, the DEN 16. Balcony deck view 17. Balcony deck is featured like a green house 18.
Reflective light in balcony view
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