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Designer j archinexus / Tai Lai Kan

Participants ; C. Y. Kao, P.S. Chen, Y. H. Huang, Y. C. Lin
Photographer; C. Y. Yu

Category ; restaurant

Location ; Shanghai

Materials ; Chinese juniper wood veneer, dyed oak veneer, gray color
granite, gray mirror, elk wood, granite, Hand-craft Japanese paper

Size ; 1058m

Design period ; August - December 2010

Construction period ; October 2011

HEER archinexus / Tai Lai Kan

EEEETERBRAT #RE General director, archinexus co., Itd.

3B KRR FIRT FRIEERD Lecturer, Graduate Institute of Architecture,
IR K EREE TP FRIEEEED National Chiao Tung University
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R KB R ER T R ST ST R A 5T Graduate study, Cornell University
HigKEAEEEA B.A., Tunghai University
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1. MR - 2. A » 1. Exterior view 2. Entrance
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3. The first floor lobby and rich material form a surreal spatial landscape 4. A spiral rhythm leads one's vision
upward to the second floor 5. The second floor view. A screen blocks direct visual penetration into the main
hall 6. Steps and staircase create rich up and down platforms

DOZO is located in the central commercial hub in Shanghai's metropolitan area and surrounded by
expensive office towers. The challenge of the design focused on building an active social venue for local
and foreign office workers.

Design Concept

The restaurant entrance faces a city plaza with an ample view, and easily attracts pedestrians' attention.
An intentionally small size walkway guides the customers through a zigzagging path until they hit the grand
reception area. A spiral staircase dominates and guides a mysterious view towards the second floor. The
second floor is not directly open as customers have to wind their way up behind a screen to enter a
completely open dining hall.

Most customers come here for business occasion so that privacy control is a serious concern. The main

hall is divided into an open zone, filled with bar tables, and a VIP lounge space. A mullion pattern screen

and a long line of lantern carefully depart these two zones. The mullion pattern uses fine thin wood piece
to weave in four layers; light is still easily to be penetrated while vision is blocked and privacy is secured.
The lighting system was very important in shaping the interior ambience. Lighting fixtures appear as
lanterns, fixed partition pieces and hanging style lamps all look the same, yet they all play different roles.
Lighting is not a simple illuminating fixture but rather elements that create feelings of the extraordinary.

Ken mentioned he is pretty impressed by the engawa from traditional Japanese houses, as the engawa is
a transitional space like a gallery situated between the exterior and interior. The space can be redefined
and used in a more flexible way when the sliding doors are fixed in different positions. Taking the spatial
concept from engawa, Ken created many small void spaces inside the hall. They are the court where art
works are installed and greenery is planted. The surreal scenes can quickly challenge people's conception
of a space which has no fixed border between inside and out.

Steps and staircases are crucial elements in the main hall and give the internal space a rich ground floor
change. The rich floor gaps stimulate visual surfing and encourage eye contact with the surroundings.
Functional elements such as the bar table, catwalk, dancing pool and tables are laid out like natural
topography with an engawa space attached. Reflective images from big mirrors and framed window views
out from grand windows mix into the obscure landscape.

In the main hall the spatial layout is dominated by a simple rhythm and the order further appears in VIP
lounge. This private exclusive zone shows a matrix of a maze-like layout like a dense city fabric from a

traditional city. Inside the lounge there appears an authentic Asian ambience; Japanese paper iluminates a
thin layer of light from the outside, while withering tree brush decorate the room in a back-lit matter. Using

weaved screens and sliding doors one room can connect to its neighboring room as this unconventional
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layout increase social linkages.
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1. EIm wood covers the first floor of the first and staircase lobby as well
as a portion of the fa?ade. Utility pipes are all covered by elm wood as
well
2. Metal members and a dark color wood screen are finely crafted art
pieces. It is laced into four layers in a dense pattern. Light can penetrate
but does not easily escape from either side.
3. Beige color Japanese paper enwraps the surface of VIP room.
Atrtificial light on the surface reveals its richness of texture
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1. The bar table was carefully designed to satisfy the foreign customers'
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social style

2. VIP rooms are the most wanted in a practical sense. Screen or
sliding doors were created to encourage people to meet even though
they are not acquainted.
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3. Efficient service pathway was needed to increase the speed of
service
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12. Lighting fixture design and lighting quality of the space 13. Mullion patterned screen protects the privacy of the VIP lounge 14. Sliding door allows people in
neighboring room to enjoy meeting together and making friends 15. Warm color light on the surface of the Japanese paper
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furnishing 19. Japanese paper receives thin light from outside providing a poetic delight 20. Roll

screen in box lounge
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Business program and Spatial layo!

Name
Category

Location
Customers

Spatial
significance
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DOzO

Japanese creative cuisine, lzakaya restaurant,
performance bar

Office zone

Business need, Office lady,

Foreign businessmen/women

Engawa, a Traditional Japanese spatial layout
type was adopted as a central element of the
restaurant. Small courts like an intermediate zone
of engawa appears in many places in the
restaurant, and creates a surreal scene where

ithe nterior and exterior mix.
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