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Designer ; archinexus / Tai Lai Kan

Participants ; P.S. Chen, Y. M. Lei, H. L. Chen, Z. Y. Ho, M. A.Chen
Photographer; Z. Y. Lu

Category ., restaurant

Location; CROWNE PLAZA, Hong Kong Kowloon East

Material ; oak veneer, cream color cavity stone, mirror stainless panel, foggy
surface stainless panel, custom carpet

Size; 502m

Design period ; October - December 2011

Construction period ; October 2012
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General Director, archinexus co., Itd.

Lecturer, Graduate Institute of Architecture, National
Chiao Tung University

M.A., Columbia University (with honors)

Graduate study, Cornell University

B.A., Tunghai University
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1. Elevator lobby - fully surrounded by foliage pattern carpet and wall paper 2. Wood work detail is carefully built to hide secret compartment
doors
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3. Club lounge door - mirror reflection increases spatial depth 4. Curving wall gives a good hint of orientation; customers can find exactly
where they are all all times 5. Club lounge is for customers of the executive suites
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GIiELO club lounge is an ltalian Restaurant located in
the Crown Plaza Kowloon. It is on the top floor and
enjoys an exceptional view of the city. Kan's
challenge included providing a proper link between
the restaurant and its adjacent executive suites. He
also faced the need of customers who have come
to enjoy food for different purposes.

Kan gave the restaurant an out of ordinary feeling,
sometimes intimate and sometimes fantastic. Dining
in this restaurant is an exceptional experience full of
surprises like a magic show.

Design Concept

Due to its irregular plan and fixed elevator position,
the restaurant was difficult to access by customers.
The design team first rearranged the space and divided it into several zones - dining
hall, club lounge, outdoor lounge and service space. The lay out increased the
spatial efficiency and offered the best view to most customers. The club lounge is
only for customers in executive suites. Once the customers leave the elevators; he or
she will immediately know the way they are heading.

Kan's design was inspired by nature because the restaurant is famous for its organic
and healthy ltalian food. He used foliage patterns, tailored by woodwork, fabric, and
metal work to provide a vivid expression of the natural landscape. The elevation
lobby floor has wall to wall carpets with a foliage pattern and the partitions are
covered with reed pattern wall paper. Careful design details and fine craft
construction offers the space a surreal but natural look; even some secret
compartments hidden behind the partition walls are not easily detected.

Mirrors were used extensively in this restaurant and build a rather sophisticated view
of the dining hall which further increases the spatial rhythm. Elevator doors and
doors for the club lounge are all covered with mirrored surface stainless steel panels;
the reflections on the surface intensify the light quality and catch every movement.
The main dining hall is built like a big green house; big curving grand scale windows
fence the border to allow total visual penetration to the exterior. There are flower-like
art pieces, made of stainless steel, swirling at the top of ceiling. In the daytime,
artificial leaves receive light from natural sources and reflect it back to the room; in
the nighttime, the flower turns out to be a self-illuminated fixture that attracts
everyone's attention.

The outdoor lounge is linked directly to the interior; greenery intertwines with the
seating areas to allow a casual comfort. Lighting fixtures were custom tailored; they
are not just lighting fixtures but also flower pots and house the bar-table at its top.
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6. Flower pattern metal art work on top of the ceiling 7. Interior dining hall and its ripple
light pattern at the top of the ceiling
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. Fine wood work, fabric and a metal decorative foliage pattern in an
exaggerated configuration.
. Wood pieces were used to refine the contoured surfaces of the
partition walls
. An earthy color is the main tone used on the floor and the surface of
the partition
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. Spatial layout had to fit the service of different times of the day
. Foliage pattern is a main decorative element built in fine craft and rich
materials
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8. Interior dining space and an island table for customers who need flexible service 9. Bar table and its details 10. Bar table 11. Plan
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12. Dlnlng haII is submerged under rich foliage patterns 13. Interior dining hall and bookshelf for displaying exquisite art pieces 14. Interior

dining hall and light cast on the metal flower art pieces 15. Outdoor lounge - climbing green wall and light fixtures 16. Outdoor lounge and its
good lighting quality
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