Rongbaozhai Coffee Bookstore

Han Wen-Qiang
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Designer | ARCHSTUDIO / Han Wen-Qiang
Participants] Yang Bin-Lin, Huang Tao, Li Yun-Tao
Photographer_ | Wang Ning

Category | Coffee + Bookstore

Location | Beijing, China

Materials ] steel panel, switchable glass, wood flooring
Size | 293m?

Design period | January-February 2015
Construction period_ ] March-June 2015

FEEEBER ST T IFZ=E / 8358 ARCHSTUDIO / Han Wen-Qiang

FREEEERET T IFZE  BlIE A & EHRFEZERM Founder and Principal Architect of ARCHSTUDIO
BRZ58 - HAEFRRBIESE KSE » IRERREZEEPT | Han Wen-Qiang was born in Dalian, Liaoning, China.

He received a Master's degree in Architectural
25t T {E= (ARCHSTUDIO) - #&f=Z | Design and Theory from School of Architecture of
FFEEIEET - FES B AITEAIEIEI/ERIELE - | CAFA (China Central Academy of Fine Arts), and he

TEEMREBIEZEEEMERZIER ~ BEEEMIS | is now a lecturer in Interior Design Research Section
FREAEE=EISPIE ~ IEROUSEREIEESS there. He founded ARCHSTUDIO in 2010 and he is
acting as the Principal Architect. Combining with his
teaching and researches, he has explored varied
creations and practices.

His major works include s series of culture and art
exhibition spaces, Rongbaozhai Head store and
its branch stores across the country, and Beijing's
Siheyuan and Hutong Residences, etc.

interior FEB 2016

0D

TARETRINEE R | RIS S B R SO B AR —
SR 400 o 8 A ) L R A 0 TRAE L 14T 80 R b
G — B SIS 7 o S 4 TR 91 BT+ SEA L E T - My
—JB - BRI A B B I A R S S - A
(IPRERS (R FTT - EHEGE TR - RS G (BE O E O
R - ISR | EBR SRR - E e R
BT AR A » DM P2 S b (BRI S [ 21
PR PRI - AL« A B B SRS - B
VBERZRAVEEEE - A7 BB -

BT B G © 2R - R RIS © SRR AR A TR - SO - S - A A A
CHAE TR AR oA + (AP B2 R S RO B 5 A - BERRRSR ISR AU RERE + 2P B LEBR 22 R sl
W o R A 1 2 B S Z ]+ R LU A A - — e L B (R B USRS B (R £ AR S A —
FESEICH & TR B Ea e - G S P F A HSIRN - RE LRI BITR AR T AR BT - A s S S I -
0 TR TR A S T BB » 50 40122 P22 R A TR R -+ T G L — e e 7 P2 -

SRBVEAERFT 1 /A% x | ASTHVBELSRIGIE R B ISEHE » 1 /355 x 30 ASM IR RIEHT - RIS U EIER RS B A
HIVIET » 22 i T2 ROl - BRI e T P B ARl B 1 148 IR o] DU S 5 PO 12 ©
HEYIELIE #5224 LED Y4 » A2 BRI BENEN - 5 PR 1 BSI RIS T RHEY) - A AT P A M T T A o
T2 BRI RIS %/ I BB A A RIS | = T ARETIROIE S Bl A PSR RO Y 4 —
STHIORTHL BT » ZESA LR - I - SR8 ~ R A RIS AEAE - 2P 55 (Lmk— (BB Bt - HOR M EE A HTRIBRAIRLZ AT -
X X iwEE) 2IEIE
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1. The bookstore is situated in a corner of the Liulichang Culture Street 2. Existing view of the bookstore
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The project is located in a well-known street in Beijing called Liulichang,
which originally was a book store and selling Chinese painting, calligraphy
publications, and ancient books. This book store was a pseudo-classic
architecture, and was built in the 80s century by the government unified
construction. The book store was a two story building with a basement. The
total construction area is about 300 square meters. In today's information era,
the single mode of previous bookstores cannot attract readers any more. How
to upgrade traditional bookstores is a problem that each bookstore operator
thinks about. Rongbaozhai (studio of glorious treasures) coffee bookstore is
trying to mix bookstore with coffee house and attract more readers with its
compound management model and diversified experiences. Accompanied by
a cup of fragrant coffee, people communicate with others, books and nature,
creating a relaxing and comfortable reading environment with slow rhythm.
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3. The first floor: metal framed bookshelves fully surround the space 4. The first floor: Soft membrane is used to cover the roof 5. The first floor: metal
bookshelves allow visual penetration 6. The first floor: reading corner is hidden behind bookshelves 7. Renovation work underway 8. 3D computer
graphic 9. Planter boxes and layout plan
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10. The first floor: planter boxes are spotlights of the bookshelves 11. The first floor: planter boxes inserted into the bookshelves to add greenery to
the space 12. The first floor: detail design of the bookshelves 13. The first floor plan 14. The second floor plan 15. Section
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1. Metal bookshelf: interlaced metal bars and plates form the shelf where
planter boxes are inserted to provide energetic and eco-friendly ambience
2. Switchable glass was used to encase a space for meetings when
necessary 3. Soft membrane ceiling offers even and comfortable lighting

quality in the space
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This bookstore sells ancient books and books on Chinese calligraphy
and painting. The building housing the store was built in the 1980's
and fashioned according to contemporary post-modernism in the style
of a counterfeit Ching dynasty style building. The current effort was to
transform the building into a space for books and coffee. Using metal
skeleton bookshelves enlivens the space and the deployment of greenery

provides a vivid visual energy in the space.
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In order to change the heavy and rigid images of traditional bookstores, new designs use
transparent and lightsome iron book shelves to integrate functions, transportation, equipment and
illumination and put green plants in the stores to make their internal space more continuous and
open as well as full of vitality. Based on the original pole net of the building, the inside turns out to
be a ring-like space structure: the central district is island-style space surrounded by iron bookshelf
walls. The central island on the first floor is used as cashier desk and coffee operating table; the
second floor is the meeting room-a shiny box enclosed by switchable glass. The switchable glass
can modify internal and external transparent state to make the meeting room more flexible for use.
With soft membrane ceiling, the center island has a homogeneous integral illumination, which is
just like indoor lanterns, and the coffee booths are interspersed around the center island.

The iron bookshelves use 1cm*1cm solid iron bars as vertical supports, and 1cm*30cm iron plates
as layer boards. They are completed by use of laser incision to cut incisions of stand columns in
each layer, which are then welded from bottom to top. Plants between the iron bookshelves can
make readers sense the nature, meanwhile they can effectively adjust indoor microclimate. LED
light strips are installed at the bottom of the plant boxes, which can provide readers with indirect
illumination. Sciophilous ferns are the primary choice of indoor plants and the high plant boxes are
furnished with climbing shrubs. Herbs such as mint and pelargonium odoratissimum are placed
in front of the windows and on the coffee tables. The coffee bookstore will become a new leisure
place for people after shopping in the Azure Stone Workshop. Sitting peacefully therein, people
are coexisting with the coffee, books and plants. The indoor space has been weakened into an
environment background where people's experience and feelings are motivated. Text by Han Wen-
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16. The second floor: Switchable glass encases a meeting room 17. The second floor: meeting is illuminated like a indoor lantern 18. The second
floor: Switchable glass like magic changes the surface of the glass 19. The second floor: heating radiator mingles with the bookshelves
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