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Designer | ARCH STUDIO / Han Wen-Qiang

Participant] Li Yun-Tao

Photographer ] Magic Penny

Category | Residence

Location_| China

Materials | cement paint, wood texture tile, gravel, print pattern glass, wood
mullion, wood plywood, marble, Epoxy, cement

Size | 510m?

Design period | March — May 2015

Completion period ] June — December 2015

ARCH STUDIO / Han Wen-Qiang
Founder and Principal Architect of Arch Studio
Han Wen-Qiang was born in Dalian, Liaoning, China. He received a Master's
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and its branch stores across the country, and Beijing's Siheyuan and Hutong

exterior and interior, new and old, artificial and natural, to make space as
the communication medium between people and people, people and the

environment, and create a new livable dwelling.
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1. The first floor: salon surrounded by mullions
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Haitang Villa is located in a luxury residential district right in the east area of the fifth ring road. The townhouse style building was
mostly built four to five years ago, and the commissioner of the property needed an exclusive private layout for his family even
though he is fond of social activity and loves to invite friends to the property.

Mr. Han, the designer, believes living space is not a “machine for living” but rather triggers people’s conception of the world
and links human to nature. The design in this home was to create an experience like wandering about in a Chinese landscape.
Instead of using visual elements to call for spatial experience Han created a rich layering in space, and even fully mingles
indoor and out. Tranquil lighting on the surface of the natural material gives off an impression as if one lives inside a traditional
Chinese house.

The first floor and basement floors are used for social activity and is equips with a guest room, tea house, and reading room. To
tackle the depth of the floor as well as the insufficient lighting and ventilation Han took the advantage of opaque materials which
both secure privacy while invite light to penetrate within. Two square spaces, the reading room and social salon are divided by
wood mullions that dominate the first floor. The light can easily penetrate into the rooms and reduces the body sizes that block
the view firmly. Gray color cast concrete tables and sitting elements quietly stand about and the color matches the tone of the
surrounding wood furniture pieces and oak mullions.
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6. Basement floor: a view towards the gallery 7. Basement floor and social event dining hall 8. The first floor: gallery and storage 9. The first floor: tea
house against a total gray color backdrop

Han states the essence of the design is the required functional spaces all mingle about even though that are separated
physically. They embrace one space set over another space. He believes the ambience of a Chinese garden experience can
only be represented through rich layering of the right materials. Mullions are an element he frequently uses since it is like a filter
that turns bright light into gentile light.

To cut off the brisk visual blockage in the basement, Han turned that space into a magic terrain to enjoy nature. By taking
advantage of the visual penetration of the half floor into the garden, the design builds a new relationship between the basement
floor and garden where it plays a backyard roles that makes the perfect link from indoors to out, functional space and a secret
retreat paradise. Bamboo is planted fully and white gravels are paved in a good layout; the section of plants — bamboo, is a
typical Chinese representation of an upright gentleman.

The second floor is for family living quarters. The layout is simple and easily used, and can even be described as functional
except for a unique playground for the youngest daughter of the couple. The main roof in the living space and dining room is
shaped like a dome to soften the interior. It is a symbolic center that strongly pulls the four bedrooms together.
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10. Basement, atrium of the tea house 11. Basement
floor: a view from tea house towards the bamboo
garden 12. Garden in the basement 13. A view
looking down to the garden and tea house 14. Plan,
B1 floor 15. The first floor plan 16. The second floor
plan
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17. The second floor private living quarter 18. Open style
living and dining room 19. Dining room view toward its
white color dome 20. Dining room in the second floor 21.
The first floor: a view from bathroom towards the guest
room 22. Bedroom, the second floor
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1. Interior furnishing work could not violate the existing plan and structural
system 2. Kitchen and dining room for social activity are located on the
basement floor 3. Garage was converted to guest room 4. To insure the
best furnishing quality, many construction efforts were adjusted on site
because custom made elements sometimes did not perfectly matched the
actual site.
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1. Natural materials in humble texture and color 2. White, gray and earthy
colors are the basic three tones for the materials 3. Ceiling is painted
with a resin paint, furnished by molding panels and mirrored stainless
panels 4. Wall surface is painted in white color resin paint, and furnished
with oak wood mullions 5. Floor is paved in epoxy, gravel, marble and
wood pattern tiles
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