Hillside Dwelling
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Designer | ARCHSTUDIO / Han Wengiang, Song Huizhong

Photographer | Jin Weiqi
Category | Service Apartment
Location | China

Materials | Softwood, metal frame fluorescent paint, artificial

Size | 80m?2

white color leather, mortar surface floor

Completion Date | November 2018
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ARCHSTUDIO / Han Wengiang

Han Wengqgiang is an associate professor
in Central Academy of Fine Arts (School
of Architecture), and the chief designer
of ARCHSTUDIO. He was recognized as
one of the winners of Design Vanguard
2015 by Architectural Record, and won
Perspective's 40 Under 40 Awards
in 2017. Through his representative
works such as "Tea House in Hutong",
"Waterside Buddhist Shrine", and "Organic
Farm", etc., he strives to make space the
communication medium among people,
environment and society, with a view to
creating a livable life. He has been invited
to present his works at various exhibitions
worldwide, including "Contemporary
Architecture in China" at Harvard, and
Gwangju Design Biennale in South Korea,
etc.
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1. Right behind the “hill”, there
appears a resting space. 2.
Softwood builds a “hill”.
]
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3. Secret door hides the storage space. 4. Design Diagram. 5. The “hill” changes profile to allow various changing views.




The project is a guest room situated on the 28th floor of New Everbright Center - ArtPark9, Tongzhou District, Beijing. The goal
was to create pleasant living experiences in a standard unit of urban high-rise buildings and explore a possible future lifestyle.
Dwellings of mankind have been changing with time. In the primitive period, people lived in caves. Our ancestors turned
to nature for shelters and defined the pre-existing caves as living spaces. As time moving on, ancient people sought to live
a secluded life in mountains, representing a lifestyle of staying away from the bustling world and coexisting with nature.
Nowadays, urban people inhabit concrete jungles, with residence becoming a kind of standard spatial product. Based on
reflections on the evolution of human beings' dwellings, ARCHSTUDIO tried to return to the origin and essence of living spaces
and stimulate the interaction between people and the outdoor environment.

In the rectangular space, the floor is raised from the bottom of the large French window to the ceiling gently, which forms a
hillside-shaped structure and generates three-dimensional relations between people inside the space and landscape outside.

interior JUN 2019

6. IWE_CHVECEMSEBEENEZ2EaNESs ~ a0 -
7.8. LI E1REF RV B SEREAIASHIIHTS - 9. =
IR a% BPEiE iR EAI KRBT » MmEF SIRELTE
Ke10. FEE - 1. I1EE -

6. Cave opening accesses to the bathroom. 7.8.
At the top of “hill”, there is the space for dwelling.
8. Natural light permeates around the Buddha
hall 9. Full screen projection is hidden behind the
wall panel and ceiling formation. 10. Plan. 11.
Elevation.
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1. Metal structure frame: a "hill" support. 2. Softwood; floor treatment. 3. Metal frame
fluorescent paint; platform surface and staircase tread. 4. Artificial white stone: bathroom
covering. 5. White color leather: it is used extensively in the bedroom. 6. Mortar surface floor:
it is used in a portion at the front of the bathroom. 7. Solid wood: cabinet.

SESEEEEL Communication Note
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1. This is an apartment hotel; it offers a perspective into a "future dwelling”, which is equipped
with basic pragmatic facilities that provides experiments for a future life. 2. The cave dwelling
is the most primordial type in human dwelling history. This unit's design is similar to a cave
dwelling type because it invites a dialogue between the physical body and mind where it
stimulates every sensible touch through the body in contact with all its surroundings.

Based on people's living behaviours and body
size, five basic functional areas were created
within the space, including the entrance and
the washroom in the caves under the hillside,
areas for sleeping and bathing which are
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@ @ l‘il S ';.;‘ on the best place of the hillside to enjoy the
QE '\l 2 outdoor view, and the area for walking and
@ @ i resting on the lower part of the hillside. The
@ Q @ ] hillside is covered with cork boards, featuring
; @ }} a soft and warm texture. All the caves can be
@ @ | taken as bespoke furniture, with their functions
@ @ @ ;’J being defined by body size and physical
H;E pg behaviours. Besides, the space is equipped
@ Eﬁ @ | with some necessary modern facilities such as
@ NG @I] A1 amini bar and a projection screen, which are

13 hidden on the wall and ceiling, ready for use at
any time.
This space creates a co-existing relationship between the artificial and the
natural, the primitive and the exquisite, and the clear and the ambiguous.
Though not a "comfortable" space in the traditional sense, it provides people
who are used to cosy urban life with unique sensory and physical experience,
and enables them to recapture the joy of living. Text by ARCHSTUDIO
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12. Cave opening leads to a bathroom. 13. Perspective drawing. 14. Entrance view, as a
cave opening. 15. Grotto like impression inside a cave.
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