Flight of Grey
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Designer| Create+Think Design Studio/ Arthur Ho
Participant.] Nicole Chang, Ying Chou
Photographer] Figure x Lee Kuo-Min Studio
Category | Residence

Location | Taipei, , Taiwan

Materials | veneer, metal member, gray color glass, Lotos, wood floor,

sound-insulation panel
Size | 149m?
Design period ] April — June 2014
Construction period_ June — October 2014

Arthur Ho
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#H%Y Gene Kaufman Architect P.C. 52516 Designer, Gene Kaufman Architect P.C.
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1. Dining room and kitchen display a rustic intimacy
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2. Grotesque shaped insulation
materials like gray color crystals
3. Living room is a paradise for a
music lover 4. Insulation panel
clad over on the surface of the wall
like abstract art 5. 3D drawing




A box inside a box

This apartment unit is on the tenth floor with two levels. The existing plan was too cramped to yield an optimized space. Two
tactics were undertaken; the first was to change the staircase and the second was to tear down unnecessary partitions. Arthur
believed that the most critical element in this space was the staircase and that it had to be treated not just as a functional
element but rather as a fun space that mingles the vertical and horizontal energy of the unit and invites the energy of the family.
Even though many positions were proposed, the final decision was to keep the staircase in its current position yet totally

transformation its shape so it was built inside a big box covered in wood. It is partially open and can seen from one direction as
a totally closed box. The staircase flights are a fun design; each is supported by metal frame too thin to be seen. They all look
like they levitating above the ground like magic. Arthur confessed that this staircase is the element he tried to use to add fun
to the space. He created an interesting interpretation of the up-and-down experience; while ascending to the upper floor, one
finds the color changes and the flights seem to make transform from one geometrical pattern to the other.

Soft partitions

The plans of the lower and upper levels are each 66 square meters; the first is designed to contain the foyer, living room, dining
room and kitchen. A small space hidden behind staircase is storage and a utility room for the laundry machine. A portion is also
given over to store a diver’s suit and equipment. The living room has a neat partition design for the stereo. Kitchen is equipped
with good stainless cookware like a modern art piece.
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The second floor has a reading corner situated in a mediating
position that that provides access in opposite directions to two
bedrooms. This reading space enjoys good light and spacious
reading and relaxing positions. The layout for the master bedroom
is is designed to create a rich layering instead a feel of a single
room. A single twist of the bedroom plan yields an extension of the
experience as the room gradually open to the eyes. Arthur applied
proper light access and reflective materials to complete the mission.

Perfect gray

Gray is the main tone of the space; this color is sensitive and
abstract enough to accept any approach to dwelling in the room.
The client’s daily interest is to linger in the living room to enjoy music
and the room is usually a social venue for friends of this music
lover. Sound insulation below the ceiling appear like art pieces or
grotesque elements in a cave. The wall surface is clad with sound
insulation panels in geometrical patterns like abstract art.
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6. Light and ample living room 7. Shining kitchen space marks
a sharp contrast to the living room 8. Staircase and it blue-gray
color system 9. A view from the foyer towards the staircase
10. Hand drawing — staircase 11. Hand drawing — staircase



3 ¥BE 15 B : R © ##74E E N ZERRVIES » TTEHIA 12. Reading room on the second floor enjoys natural light 13. Staircase and it blue-gray color system 14. A view from the second bedroom towards
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A ENHRERFTZ ) R IEOAWA reading room 17.Glass panel divides the bedroom and bathroom
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18. =X HEAHEIEE - FZI5W 7€ 2 R/KFEIHREZE - 19, BBEIVNEREES IS > 20.21. ZEBAT BB - KihEES 18. Closet and bed set immediately links 19. Rustic exposed concrete in the bathroom 20.21. Bathroom 22. The first floor plan 23. The second floor
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The second floor is completely private so the

interior is more subtle and imitate. Wood textures 1. Living room is covered in sound insulation material 2. Gray color is the Female owner is violinist; she needed a quiet space for practice 3.

and a exposed concrete beam in the bathroom main tc-)ne of the roor_n anFj -a special mortar from reservoir soil was used Cooking equipment is Profes-sional 4. Client's demanded an intimate
extensively 3. Detail of joint and walnut floor 4. Oak wood was used space yet should be furnished in gray color tone

reveals a sensible approach to the essence of for the cabinet 5. Detail joint —metal, stainless and glass 6. Staircase

nature handrail and lighting system



