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Designer | Waterfrom Design / Nic Lee

Participants | Richard Kuo, Lucy Lin, Joe Dai

Photographer ] Kuomin Lee, LenmuG

Category | SPA commercial space

Location ] China

Materials_ | acrylic, floor timber, hand paint, transparent soft film lighting,
Guanyin rock, stainless steel, terrazzo

Size | 280m?2

Project year | 2019
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1. Six layers stacked behind the tea room use acrylic tubes in various colors to create a piece of
landscape painting. 2. Front facade in total transparency reveals a piece of artwork.
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Waterfrom Design / Nic Lee

The design director of Waterfrom Design,
Nic Lee, has been in designs for over
a decade, and his work mixes extreme
simplicity with humor. He graduated
from the Pratt Institute, New York with a
Master of Science in interior design, as
well as having participated in Denmark's
International Study Program. Throughout
his education and career, Nic has melded
thinking from the arts, humanities, and
philosophy, possessing the logical thinking
of architecture and design, as well as the
rebellious nature of artists. He excels in
the use of installation art in spaces, and
loves to find his inspirations from life,
getting the most out of copious amount
of reading, exposure to artworks and
exhibitions, and turning the profound
feelings thus gained into sparks of design
inspirations.

Award Record : 2019 Golden Pin Design
Award - 2018 iF Design Award - 2017
A'Design Award Silver Award - 2017 IIDA
Internal Interior Design Award - 2017 iF
Design Award - 2017 A'Design Award
Silver Award - 2017 Interior Design Best
of Year (BoY) - 2017 APIDA Asian Design
Award - 2016 Modern Decoration Award,
Year's Best Office Design
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3. Reception space is
veiled behind a translucent
screen, which conveys the
shadows of bodies behind
the screen. 4. Fern grows
inside a glass box fixed on
a long bench. 5. CI color
“scallion green” and gray
color form the main tones
of the space. 6. Plan.
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7. Solid wall defines the space and gives it a rhythm of an energetic order. 8. Cave like
interior emits an air of mystery. 9. Chinese herb specimen lined up in front of the aqua
treatment space. 10.-12. Elevation.

Artistic Exhibition and Frozen Time

“Aqua Health Clinic” is a new brand launched in Sanlitun, Beijing, gets rid of
the ancient background of old medicine cabinets and smell of aged medicinal
herbs. It attempts to use cosmetic SPA and technological atmosphere to twist
the old impression of traditional Chinese medicine. It uses medical principles of
pulse diagnosis and medication and food therapies as the approach to design
specific treatment for visitors to relieve physical and psychological fatigue.
This place enables people to jointly shape the contemporary 5-senses culture
through space, diet, and SPA, as well as experience the ancient internal and
external health cultivation of traditional Chinese medicine.

The goal is to enable visitors receiving the diagnosis and treatment of traditional
Chinese medicine or SPA care to experience the tenderness in the environment
rich in technological and medical principles. Such tenderness comes from
the sense of slowness of detachment from time and space, refinement, and
endless aftertaste from art. Therefore, the use of “Exhibition of Frozen Time” as
the design idea was initiated.

The front wall of the seat in the facial care area demonstrates the artistic
tension brought by the specimen installation. There are nearly 100 kinds of
traditional Chinese medicine plant and mineral specimens, including common
peony and Chinese angelica, with which modern people are still familiar. The
specimens are statically placed with a rare herb gesture in neatly arranged and
glowing glass grids. The scent and taste that the medicinal materials should
have released have been condensed and disappeared. Design was used to
spiritually inspire vision and imagination.




The indoor arch and facade create a discontinuous section shape that extends the slice concept of the art specimens.
Compared to the perfectly symmetrical outline, a structure that appears to be interrupted by a half-cut, or a semi-circle that
appears at the end of a curved walkway leaves an unfinished atmosphere with sliced structure more similar to truncated time,
letting the curatorial performance interface be more diverse and stereo.

In addition to the medicinal materials, we also extracted the collective memory symbols of traditional Chinese medicine culture
and transform it into a decorative element that conforms to the avant-garde technology. The consultation area deconstructs
the solid wood medicine cabinets of the existing impression. The medicine cabinets turn into a square glass container with a
blue sea of varying volume that is still as solid and floating as a soul. The light block arrays condense the charm of medicinal
materials, consultation, medication ritual and thousands of years of wisdom, and the avant-garde field also reflects the ancient
diagnosis and treatment behaviors, surpassing the drama tension that any painting and calligraphy copybook can convey.

The tea break area at the other side uses 6 layers and tens of thousands of blue acrylic rods of different shades and arranged
in collage with lighting to render the rhythm of mountain, fog, and rain. Contemporary materials ae used to reflect the splash of
ink and water with Chinese meaning and the restrained mood. Large floor-to-ceiling windows and the minimalist architecture
and installations are used to block the noise outside and create calmness.

13. IS EM N REVEEEEIRB 2R IR TN EZE » sRetEBRuEtSE » WEIKIEIERERE - I E753% 5198 BRI EESNEREVER » 32568
[RIREPEIRSE VRS » IZATTmRIIBIRIRERE - 14. BBE—B < SR UINEAETRERESBEIRE - 15. BZERIGSRMEUREPESULER - 5
192 B E AR HRBIERENTTSR - 16. PEERISZE M AENE - IEE/KE e - HLRISHIIRES » BEEPICHERFLL - 17. SPEBERFZERANEATE
{FlEbE » IS IMAFSIBENLEEE - 18. ST BV ESFRIALRIE - 19. BIEEEERENSMEENES - MEEEIE CEREEMICEREEVAEIT »
ErEsieERIIERYCRIEE » TEITERCISES AEE -

13. Hair care zone in the central position lacked sufficient natural lighting. Design team provided a solution by elevating it and defining it with totally
transparent glass and a special lighting system to illuminate the space with good quality. 14. Lighting quality in a corner area. 15. Diagnosis area
is furnished like a traditional herb clinic but then turns into a high-tech clinic. 16. Diagnosis zone in a tranquil mode. 17. A screen can be closed by
sliding on a rail. 18. Copper made screen at the lavatory. 19. Interior of the lavatory is carefully covered in copper skins of different treatments.
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1. Scallion green color was taken from the CI color system with gray as a
supporting color. 2. Furnishing pieces and objects are mostly of traditional
Chinese style. 3. Lighting system is carefully laid out to provide a tranquil
impression. 4. Acrylic tubes are like art pieces with a very impressive
illuminating quality.
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1. The herb clinic combines medical treatment and beauty care. To
mingle them together was a tremendous challenge for the design
team. 2. Properly securing client privacy was an important issue
for the design. 3. The turning of an abstract idea of aesthetic into a
realized design was an important issue in the project.
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