Portugal SERIP Lighting Exhibition Hall
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Designer | CUN Design / Cui Shu

Photographer | Wang Ting, Wang Jin

Category | Lighting Showroom and Retail Store
Location | Beijing, China

Materials | paint (black and white), wood, custom brick
Size | 430m?

Design period | 2017

Completion period | 2017
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Cui Shu

CUN Design firm founder

2015 China Design Star National
champion

China Design Star Executive mentor
Chinese display art association
committee member

National champion of Chinese
Design Elites of 2015

Executive advisor of Chinese Design
Elites

Member of The Art Display &
Decoration Committee of China of
CBDA

Awards: 2015 China Jintang Prize,
person of the year - 2016 China
Jintang Prize, the best office space
design award. - 2016 The youngest
Asian new face who wins the
"Andrew Marin" award - 2016 |IDA
Global Excellence Awards, USA
- 2016 China outstanding youth
designer of 40 under 40 - 2017
Germany Red Dot Award and iF
Design Award of 2017 - 2017 Gilobal
Architizer A+ Design Award - 2017
Italy A'Design Award - 2017 Taiwan
TID Space Design Award
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1. Angled wall creates the visual
illusion of the space.
I
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entrance. 4. Light fixtures interpret the contrast between day and night.
distinct areas. 6. Floor plan. 7. Dramatic light beam from the Skylight. 8. Details.

2. Sunlight filters through the white panels creating shadows that gradually change with time's passing. 3. Exterior white panels conceal the building
5. The light beam from the skylight cuts through dividing the space into two
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This project is for the first Portuguese lighting company SERIP showroom in
Beijing. Initially, the designer Cui Shu recalled the brand pioneered the natural
organic chandelier in the early 1980s. Those were inspired by natural shapes,
lines and smart gestures. They were full of vitality, a sophisticated blend of modern
minimalism and classical gorgeousness. The fixture went beyond the simple
function of providing lighting and was more like a collectible art object.

However, he was surprised that the original company showroom in Beijing was
located in a factory campus. A rather simple, low cost rough construction that was a
disappointment from the products’ image.

During the initial building visit as he first stepped into the building, a beam of light
was thrown into the space from the skylight. It was neat and tangential dividing the
space into two. The scene inspired Cui Shu into thinking the lighting display should
have both day and night effects. Therefore, he used this light to cut out the black-
and-white areas of the exhibition hall and then demonstrate the brand heritage with
poetic fairy tales. The whole work became a "meeting a beam of light design."

From the exterior, Cui Shu disguised the existing building outline, using a series of
planes to compose a sculptural appearance. That create a focal point in the plain
factory campus. the screen obscured the entrance to help t maintain the interior
versus exterior separation.

The other purpose of the white panels is to manipulate light and shade. Not only do
they screen out the direct sunlight they also create shadows that change with time.
The distinction between the natural and artificial light brings out the delicate light
fixture’s color texture.

Throughout the interior, an elegant simplicity exudes a unique atmosphere. Cui
Shu constructed the interior through black, white and gray oblique walls creating
a fairy tale like novelty as a key elements. The black and white display zones are
carefully aligned with the beam of light from the skylight, each sets up as different
background different lighting fixture displays. For example, a dark background
makes the crystal type dazzling fixtures appearing clearer and easier to imagine
the fixture’s embodiment of performance at night. On the other hand, the white
background allows the detailing of the sculptural type of fixture be observed.

As a transition between the black and white spaces, Cui Shu placed multiple gray
walls as independent display walls. Oblique walls break up the direct views into
the space as the staggered perspective enlarges the exhibition hall with various
display zones. Visitors can freely stroll along the revolving circulation between the
display walls. At the end of the exhibition wall is an embedded light box projecting
animal image that echo the company’s creative spirit of a brand advocating nature
while maintaining a strong overall fairy tale atmosphere. Deliberately placed lighting
fixtures undoubtedly are the brightest foci in the space. Carefully distributed utility
connections provide flexibility and met the needs of various display requirements of
the future.
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9.12. White bar counter penetrates through the gray wall to frame out a private conversation area.
10. Free flowing circulation allows one to experience the light magic from various angles. 11. The
transitional zone gray wall.
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13. Various fixture display methods allow visitors to observe the design of each fixture. 14. Novelty animal light box.

Cui Shu believes that a good design must be custom designed, because each space has its own temperament. A designer
must step in, fully embrace the character of the space then design the whole experience accordingly. The introduction of a
beam of light as enlightenment, composing elegant experiences through light and shadow, contrasting bright and dark, all
immerse the visitor into the novelty of fairy tales surrounded by pleasant surprises.

B DM Material Analysis m e ——

. Paint: separate the display space with black and white
backgrounds. 2. Woodwork: building exterior display art.
3. Custom buck: gray display wall. 4. Light box: project
animal patterns to emphasize the novelty atmosphere.

FEBEREEEL Communication Note e ——
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1. Building facades has a strong visual impression by its layering skin,
independent from interior furnishing. 2. SERIP lighting fixtures give prominent impression
in daytime and evening. 3. SERIP lighting fixtures is both visually strong and functionally
accessible to all public.




