Old House in Wabi-Sabi

& Bt &)
% 2 &)
ZERFIHES
AATENIEE
E==2r S
[i=1] =
BZETRFRD .
i ==

B RER

SEERERSTAT /KRBT BRREDEIEEMNSIFZAT / BRRED
IRRESBRAT / H5Z=TF
EEEEzEE

.
=yt

EEER ~ AIFEER ~ AR ~ NI ~ 8GR
65 1
201410 BZE 2015 F 2 H
2015 8 HZE 2016 FF 5 B

interior APR 2017

Designers | SOAR design studio / Yu-Jui Chang, Tien-Chu Chen architect /

Tien-Chu Chen

Photographer | Hey! Cheese / Kyle Yu

Category | Multiple floor residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | Chinese Juniper, Chinese cypress, oak, stainless panel, metal
member, concrete

Size | 215m2

Design period | October 2014 — February 2015

Completion period ] August 2015 — May 2016
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Yu-Jui Chang,Tien-Chu Chen
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SOAR design studio / Yu-Jui Chang

2003 B.A. P.C.C.U. - 2006 M.A. Tunghai
University - 2006 Thesis Award - 2009
designer, Kwan-Hwa Shu Architects -
2016 director, SOAR design studio - 2016
LUNA SALON, Gold Point Award - 2016
LUNA SALON, iF Award - 2017 Chen's
Mansion Renewal Project, iF Award -
2017 registered architect

Tien-Chu Chen architect / Tien-Chu Chen
1988 B.A. FCU - 1989 designer, S. L.
Wung Architect - 1995 designer, Chuyin
Architects Associates - 1995 registered
architect - 1999 Tien-Chu Chen Architect
2001 partner, DaKwan Design - 2009 TID
Award (temporary item) - 2017 iF Design
Award -
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1. Outlook of the building
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platform linking indoors and out 5. The first floor view where indoor and outdoor makes a good dialogue 6. Wood platform and greenery embraces
an intimate open space
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7. The first floor view towards the main open zone 8. The first floor view at the most ample angle 9. The first floor view towards a main concrete wall
10. The first floor view towards nature 11. The first floor — kitchen that easily accesses nature
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12. The first floor view towards the big opening 13. Maple tree’s
leaves are light-penetrable and good to create visual interest in the
open space 14. The first floor — multi-function lounge 15. Lounge
reading space on the first floor 16. Existing wall is preserved and
historical marks were intentionally kept 17. An outdoor pathway rims
over the main building 18. Recessed balcony is covered by climbing
plants that shield out the summer heat
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1. The project is a half century old building, which was saved from its torn-down fate. The design
effort manifested a sensible interpretation of past memory. 2. The design team was persuaded to
not tear down a fencing wall and build a new one but rather make a new statement of the old one.
The final solution was to preserve the wall temporarily and plant a maple tree in front of the wall.
When the construction was done, the client made a final decision to permanently preserve the wall.
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1. OId tiles from 1970's were used to patch
the surface of the main facade 2. Cypress
solid wood planks were used for a platform
linking indoor and out 3. Stainless panel board
extends outward from interior to the exterior
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19. The second floor living room with humble furnishings 20. The second floor bedroom 21. Central courtyard invites natural light to many bedrooms
22. The first floor plan 23. The second floor plan 24. The third floor plan 25. The central courtyard view

Wabi-Sabi, in Japanese, means that

the essence of thing can only be

comprehended by its purest form, which is

not dead but full of energy. This Japanese

ideology on beauty is not a fixed dogma

but it is a transitive mode and flows in

the temporal rhythm and ambience of

sites. This poetic language is how this old

building was transformed as the architects

tried to preserve this old building in the way of Wabi-Sabi.

The building is about 50 years old and is located in a corner of an old community. “Bring it back to life,” was the tactic of the
design so the designers didn'’t just focus on fixing its shabby parts but rather by totally changing the surroundings and bringing
back activity to the site.

Building - multiple layer greenery and neighborhood

The existing building had been altered and many illegal elements were added in the past. After tearing down all the added
elements, the existing fagade was revealed. The beauty of the old fagade was mainly dominated by color tiles, popular in the
1970’s. The team found similar tiles inside and took them down. They then used the tiles taken from inside and fixed broken
pieces outside.

The west side facade was altered by taking a gradually recessive plan to yield a large amount of open space and fenced in
by greenery. The greenery on the balcony benefits the view of the neighboring community. The west green border shields out
harsh summer heat and corners an internal court that directly mingles with the kitchen. On the top of this balcony stands several
large trees as a dominating visual sign and provides shades for the interior.

Interior - borderless living domain

The tactic of this old house renovation effort stands on a firm position to create an ambience as if memory returned from a half
century ago. The first floor is a floor of invitation; living room, dining room, kitchen, lounge and reading space are all mingled
and easy accessible from the garden court. The number of doors are more than normal but they allow an easy and fun linkage
between inside and out.
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There were three efforts to enforce the linkage between inside and outside; one was to use the ceiling design to indicate a
spatial border rather than a physical partition; the other was to deploy same materials inside and out to implicate the continuality
of the spatial flow. Finally, the design has eliminated any decorative motif and stylistic format. It only focuses on the bare
language of materials.

The layout shows the first is completely open as a public zone, the second and third are for private use. Each of the upper
floors has a small gathering corner and each bedroom is equipped with only the necessary finishing pieces and minimal scale.
The central courtyard intimately links the family zone together. The living room and bedrooms are joined in a good relationship,
easily to link and sector out. Skylight invites light to come down, and the natural light is metaphorically revealed as a central
element that links family members together.

Each room has its own individual balcony and enjoys a window view. Stepping out to the balcony one immediately finds that
the building is covered with climbing plants. The ground level is even covered thickly by multi-level greenery and trees are
scattered. A green fence and trees provide an advantage of privacy control and modify the micro-temperature in extreme
weather conditions.
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26. The third floor living space and outdoor landscaping 27. Staircase and its polished old handrail 28. The third floor bedroom and its ample view
29. The third floor living space and an opening to invite light to come in 30. The third floor living space has a spatial texture in Wabi-Sabi 31. Lavatory
can be accessed from two directions

Landscape in dialogue between an aging wall and a maple tree

Landscape plays a crucial role in this residence. It is a mediating zone that links the private space
to the public zone. Many design proposals were raised to arrive at the best way to address the
recessed zone that links to the pedestrian roads. The chosen solution preserved an old brick wall
and planted a maple tree in front of it to provide a resting corner. Maple in summer provides good
shade to shield off heat while the thin leaves in winter allow light to penetrate into the interior space.
Front garden has a climbing plant and it was carefully kept alive and so it maintain its proper
position as if nothing has intervened. The original design has been modified to reduce the size of
metal members to evade the growing vines of the plant. The attitude to maintain historical traces of
the past further expands to the interior furnishing. Material were used in a very simple way, and new
objects were mingled into the space without violating whatever existed. It was sought to transform
the building as a treasure box of memory, and everything that occurred within could be kept and
preserved.




