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tonychi and associates is a global design practice
with projects to its credit in many of the world's
major cities and exclusive travel destinations.
Based in New York, the firm was founded in 1984 by
Tony Chi, a modernist with a passion for
impeccable style and design innovation. Tony Chi
links architecture, interior design, graphics and
furnishings to create spaces to deliver sensory
appeal and entertainment every time.
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The story of Mandarin Oriental Guangzhou was born way before its time; before any ground had
been broken and before even the existence of the brand itself. Developer, Taikoo and Hotel Group,
Mandarin Oriental have been inextricably linked since China was first opened up to western
influence and trade in the 1800s. Taikoo is Swire Group * s Chinese name, an attempt by British
founder, John Swire, to keep with local traditions. At the time, Taikoo served as an agent for
numerous UK businesses. All these successful ventures lay the ground for Taikoo to become the
largest and most sophisticated sugar operations of its day. Meanwhile, Mandarin Oriental * s parent
company, Jardines Matheson capitalized on the cession of Hong Kong and made it their
headquarters. They grew rapidly, trading various goods, from tea to cotton. Before long, Jardines
diversified into other areas including shipping, banking and insurance.

These two groups were natural competitors but rivaled each other in a civiized and constructive
way. Ultimately, they were integral in opening up a civilization that had been closed for centuries.
Guangzhou, the only port open to foreign trading, was their gateway and was truly the impetus
behind China's modernization.

With such profound and intertwined histories, it is no wonder that today Jardines and Swire have
come together to open a Mandarin Oriental in their old stomping grounds of Guangzhou. These two
groups embody a genuine meeting of eastern and western tastes and values, forming a unique
culture that has been cultivated over the past 200 years. This distinct culture is what they bring to
Mandarin Oriental Guangzhou and what sets it apart.

Following their lead, tonychi and associates has designed 21st century luxury with old world charm.
They have given the hotel its own personality by designing with a sense of place and thereby
reflecting the best of Guangzhou. The building itself is a twist on the traditional Chinese courtyard
concept with a modern vertical application. However, its western heritage is also reflected in the
usage of rich dark hardwoods and interspersed antiques, altogether evoking the romance and allure
of British colonialism.

The mélange that is the British Colonial style was born from the Victorian Era, a rather formal time
and the British, although they enjoyed traveling to the distant outposts of the Empire, didn * t want
to forego the comforts of home. Tonychi and associates have taken great care to design with that
criteria in mind for today's globetrotters. By reconciling international expectations and local culture,
Mandarin Oriental Guangzhou is a home away from home for weary travelers.

Starting from the arrival, there is a gradual separation from the city by way of garden courtyard
enclosure. This approach shields guests from the hustle and bustle of the city and brings to mind
the homey comfort of a private residence. To extend this vision, the guestrooms have taken on a
one-of-a-kind space planning, dividing the wetzone in half so guests enter on center leading into a
private entry foyer. The arrival foyer which also includes a walk in closet creates delineation for
personal quarters which ensure room service and bellboy never infringe on your private space. This
design also enables the sleeping area to be closed off from bathing and readying area so when
sharing the space, all parties can go about individual tasks without disturbing each other. Instead of
following the trend of modern open space planning, tonychi and associates return to a classical
approach to create an intimacy of space.

To fully round out the feel of a home away from home, Mandarin Oriental Guangzhou implements a
turndown service. Typically only entailing a tidying up of the guestroom before guests settle in for the
night, the service involves the entire hotel, starting in the guestrooms and trickling down to the public
areas. Just like a home, the hotel gradually turns its focus inwards.Starting early evening,
housekeeping tends to the guestrooms and gradually, staff start closing shutters, blinds, doors and
dimming lights to create a calm atmosphere for a respite from the days goings-on. Text by tonychi and

associates
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2.4. Lobby Entrance 3. Reception
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5.6.7. Bar 8. Fei Chinese Restaurant 9. Restaurant
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10.11. XERHE © 12.13. EEEEE - 14. EEFM@EIE - 15. —1EFMEE - 16. —1ELoft BarFMEIE - 17. —1EBECEE - 18. 24
1EFEE - 19. =48 FEE - 20.21. PUiEF@EE -

10.11. Cake Shop 12.13. Fei Chinese Restaurant 14. Guestroom Plan 15. Level 4 Plan 16. Level 2 Plan / Loft Bar
i R 17. Level 2M Plan / Furnishing Plan 18. Level 24 Plan 19. Level 3 Plan / Entry Door Open 20.21. Level 4 Plan
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22. JKFEAID - 23. BEMEEENGE © 24. ZEERE < 25. ITTHEE °
22. SPA 23. Guestroom Corridor 24. Guestroom 25. Guestroom
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26.27.28.29. Presidential Suite 30. Suite room Plan
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