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SOAR Design Studio / Ray Chang

2003 B.A. PCCU. Taiwan

2006 M.A. THU. Taiwan

2017 Register Architect, Taiwan, ROC
Award Record: 2006 Thesis Project
Award, CAA - 2017 iF Design Award
- 2017 A' Design Award Silver - 2017
Golden Pin Award - TID Award - 2017 A'
Design Year's Best Designer - 2018 A'
Design Award - 2018 Good Design Award
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1. Twisting paths allow rich visual
touches to the surroundings.
]
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2. A very new living style in this apartment. 3. Living room and sitting quarter is divided by a bookshelf. 4. Mediating spaces like the staircase
pathway allows causal lingering. 5. Blurring borders between inside and out. 6. Layering structural system frees the main floor from fixed walls. 7.

Hand drawn concept.
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8. Views penetrate from one frame to the other. 9. Void space among the tree house bedrooms allow light
and air to penetrate. 10. Bedroom is lifted up like a tree house levitating above the floor.

Home bears the deepest memory of life, a place of return and a place that carries traces
of a family’s vein. To provide the unique and interior part of the client and his memory,
Ray Chang gave the home a true identity. The home appears as being built of several
treehouses which are integrated into the living zone and grow between the private and
public borders. The way the elements are settled create liaison spaces where light and air
can permeate freely without being blocked by fixed partitions.

Nature is part of daily life

The client confessed that he loves nature and his family would like the chance to live within
nature. His new apartment, featuring a 4.2 meter floor to ceiling height allowed the design
team to plan a very radical solution to install nature in an urban apartment.

The idea to insert tree house structures into the space reminds us that the beginning of
human dwelling may have started from living in trees. Three bedrooms are lifted up by
suspending supports, with the lower level left completely open for public activity. The three
tree houses are not set at the same horizontal level but rather are scattered up and down at
different heights. The layout dynamically increases the visual energy and visually fosters the
concept of organism.

The materials used in this house feature textures of ornate natural formation. The floor
is covered with a mineral paint, which resists high compression and is waterproof. The
partition walls are painted with LOTOS, a nano treatment of reservoir silt. The material has
a good physical character that adjusts the humidity in air. The private floor is shown in solid
wood, which reduces the strong visual impression of the metal structure elements. Wood
flooring also invites a more intimate touch upon which one can lie down or sit on at will.
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1. The four member family love to enjoy a more innovative living style. 2. The challenge of the project was
to communicate thoroughly to the family members and usher in the idea that their daily activities will have
to totally change after they move in. 3. Divided floors in the three bedrooms allow many irregular spatial
intervals to appear, and they are good for ventilation and natural lighting. 4. Each bedroom is a tree house
and they are scattered at different height levels. 5. The restricted site posted difficulties for construction team.
All the components were mostly fabricated off site and assembled with precision in situ.

BT Material Analysis I
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1. Metal member: platform structure, suspending elements, internal skeleton in bedrooms, grating and
handrails. 2. Hard wood: flooring. 3. Mineral paint: ground floor treatment. 4. Cypress wood: ceiling panels. 5.
Oak wood veneer: bookshelf.
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11. Views seek channels to pass through in a rich and dynamic layering. 12. Flowing air and space. 13. Small scale bedroom space. 14. Reading
room is right on top of the living space. 15. The first floor plan. 16. The second floor plan. 17. Bedrooms are lifted up like tree houses, and each is
independent from the others. 18. An intimate sleeping compartment. 19. Bathroom in comfortable ambience joined by natural light.

Liquidity and visual layering

Visual layering increases the energetic desire to wander about the surroundings and the total transparency in the public zone
creates a dynamic link between the interior and exterior. The internal tree houses are composed as pictures that completely
integrate with the exterior.

An abundance of light or view intervals appear providing direct visual paths to seek light channels or view gaps to travel. Each
tree house is an independent component and has windows to allow communication with others. The division and uneven
distribution of tree houses increases ventilation and allows air to permeate without being locked inside a specific room.

Ambiguity

This apartment provides significant attention to spatial ambiguity which features a non-hierarchical order that breaks down strict
borders between inside and out, up and down.

The bedrooms are small but they are limited to basic functions. The pathways, steps and landings are all used as a mediation
spaces, functionally serving both their designated function and as space for family gatherings. These ambiguous spaces are
catalysts that invite more intimate family relationships to be established. The layout rebuilds patterns of daily family life and
intentionally provides a critique of our contemporary congealed and fixed daily family life.
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