Zhao Zhao Tea Lounge
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Designer | SOAR design studio / Ray Chang
Participant ] Howard Chang

Photographer | Hey! Cheese

Category | Tea House

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | cypress, burned fur, plywood, cast-iron
Size | 119m?2

Project year| 2019
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SOAR design studio / Ray Chang

2003 B.A. PCCU

2006 M.A. THU

2017 registered architect

Award Records:

Best Thesis Award, Chinese Architecture
Association - Best Thesis Award, Taichung
City Government - 2017 iF DESIGN AWARD
- 2017 A' Design Award, Silver

2017 Golden Pin Award - 2017 TID Award
- 2017 A' Design Year's best designer -
2018 A' Design Award, Gold - 2018 Good
Design, Year's Best - 2018 Golden Pin
Award - 2019 TID Award, Gold
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1. Materials were picked according
to the budget and easy to find in
local shops. 2. Zhao Zhao Tea
Lounge is situated inside a small
alley in a transformed old house.
]
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3. The tea lounge is portrayed as a humble hut, casual to invite everybody in to enjoy tea. 4. Exterior skin of the old house is covered by charcoal
surfaced fir wood panels. 5. Natural exposure of the old building. 6. Natural light is invited in by large windows and cast shapes contrasting of

darkness and light. 7. The first floor tea lounge. 8. Visual paths are directed to designated views.
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Zhao Zhao Tea Lounge is situated in a 40-year-old reinforced brick house, hidden in an alley. The client’s long experience in
the tea business provided him with determination to run a tea house for promoting tea culture.

The aim of the project was to create an authentic Taiwanese teahouse. Tea is not just a drink for social event but an element of
psychological purification. It is believed that Taiwanese tea culture is not for the elite class but rather it is part of daily life. The
design concept started from creating a space that mingles with the five senses with a tea making studio located right on the
first floor near the entrance hall and the customers’ enjoyment of tea ceremony ushered in by the tea-making process.

Tranquility

The teahouse provides various opportunities to learn tea culture. The first floor has a tea-making space, and many individual
tea seats facing the backyard. The second floor is arranged fully for tea drinking seating and tables. Furniture pieces were all
custom made and old chairs coming from repaired pieces. An elevated platform has an ample seating zone, which allows
groups of customers to enjoy the tea ceremony.

Designer Ray Chang pointed out that the design concept is based on movement, which depicts the various natural phenomena
and how the body experiences changes of humidity and light quality in a tea garden. It is this experience that invites a human
body and mind to be intertwined into a single entity and incurs his true respect for nature. The design kept most of the old
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9. Tea-making space. 10. Tea making showroom joins with the lobby on the first floor. 11. Tea-making space is large enough to accommodate all
procedures for tea-making. 12. The courtyard is opened up and trees were planted in good style.
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1. The design represents an authentic Taiwanese teahouse and brings back memories of tea business of yesteryear. 2. Transparency brings a subtle
comfort and allows light to fully permeate within. 3. Tea making process showroom is ample enough to allow tea-making masters to perform all the
processes in a single space. 4. All wall surface treatments were hand treated. The master masons carried out many process similar to art work.
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1. Existing wall treatments by various techniques. 2. Fir wood grating wall supported by solid wood posts. 3. Plywood wall. 4. Cast iron. 5. Burned fir
(charcoal surface fir panel).
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house but alternated them with new materials and treatment. The rustic surface of the existing walls mingle well to with the
additional parts, and most of the materials were acquired from local spaces revealing very familiar textures. Ray said the
humble appearance matches the highest level of tea ceremony which is to entertain the human mind rather than existing
sensuous pleasure.

Natural Delight

To bring nature and light into the space was a critical problem of the design. Light is carefully controlled and invited in to
redefine space with some intimacy and some pleasure. One of the most important tactics of the design was to open up a
sealed wall to a courtyard, where well planted greenery invites a vista view to this light-permeated void space.

The largest alteration was a new spiral staircase, to replace an existing dog-leg concrete stair. The staircase court is fully day lit
by a skylight and forms a visual focus. Materials used in this alteration features porous materials such as perforated sheets, silk
screen, and opaque glass. The exterior skin of the building is largely covered by burned fir, which charcoals the surface of a fir
panel. This material is a perfect analogy of how tea is transformed from the raw leaves to tea, ready to be drink.
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13. The second floor tea lounge. 14. Custom-made furniture pieces match with old chairs. 15. The third floor courtyard and its skylight. 16. The first
floor plan. 17. The second floor plan. 18. Staircase court invites natural light to enter. 19. The second floor tea lounge is for large groups. 20. Spiral
staircase and its details attract light to penetrate within. 21. Taiwanese master made lantern is a strong visual focus of the space.

49



