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contemporary chaos. The city's cultural, urban, and historic
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A HG EAF R BAFREE SRR ETAY —E HH 353 - HajsdE explorations involved in every project. Because new sets of
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= o beyond traditional architecture, the practice challenges
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traditional boundaries of architecture to include other

complementary disciplines.
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1. —RBFEEAHEE - 1B FEFEZERE - 2.3. EETEKRIRE
1. The first floor is a public space, the second is private 2.3. Elevation drawings
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4. Sunken area increases the physical height of the floor 5.6. Double square pattern 7.
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poetic metaphors 9. A double rectangular geometry evolves into two L-shaped pattern 10. A Chinese courtyard type residence shows a hierarchical relationship

between central and peripheral zones
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Double square pattern and schematic plan
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8. Layering of space reveals
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11. Section drawing 12. Elevation drawings 13. Glass panel allows a direct visual link from courtyard to the first floor 14. Spatial relationship between inside and
out 15. Black color wood decorates the window blind 16. Spatial link between two zones

For a private residence in Singapore, Shanghai-based architecture firm Neri&Hu Design and Research Office pays homage to the client's Chinese roots by
taking cues from the Siheyuan courtyard house, a vernacular typology found in the northern regions of China. In essence, the courtyard house can be
thought of as a spatialization of Chinese notions of domesticity. It expresses the relationship between periphery and core, celebrating the inner zone as a
space for the family to gather. It speaks to the complex relationships between the "self* and the "communal," layering public and private in a spatial

procession. It is an embodiment of hierarchical order inherent in multi-generational living, unique to the traditional Chinese family structure. While respecting

these ideologies, Neri&Hu offer a fresh reinterpretation of this traditional typology in order to contextualize the project, situated in a tropical climate and
needing to accommodate four families across three generations.
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17. Building exterior looking from the courtyard that displays a dynamic energy
of spatial structure 18. The ground floor 19. The second floor 20. The
basement floor
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21 Reflective pool expands the space 22. White oak foldable screen 23. lllumination effect
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Rather than simply adopt the rudimentary formation of a
courtyard house, Neri&Hu have evolved it from a blockish
mass into two elegant "L" shaped volumes which begin to
open up the inner courtyard to the lush nature that surrounds.
Continuity between exterior and interior, a typical feature of
tropical living, is taken literally here. Lifting the private living
quarters off the ground, the ground surface across the site is
expressed as a monolithic base which flows seamlessly from
inside to outside. The transparent glazing of the first floor
allows the landscape to penetrate into the interior while living
spaces begin to spill out into gardens and pools and in
essence "occupy" and "claim" the outside. A meandering
strolling path encircling the site produces uninhibited views
across the property, while water features stitch the building
inextricably into the surrounding landscape. In effect, the
entire stretch of land is here occupied; the whole site
becomes "home."

The layering and overlapping of materiality in the house is a
key strategy in reinforcing the notion of continuity, from the
uninterrupted vals quartzite ground plane with glass enclosed

-:, public areas to the wood-clad private spaces above. The

o WAL el ] ebonized teak louvers enveloping the bedrooms on the
“' “"mm“ ‘ Ilmmm """m! Ium il L IR e T LAt ! second level are all operable to allow individual inhabitants of

B s, mu-l.mu.mmuu"ru.wn

| I g R O E Siiaf | b | =TT each of the thirteen bedrooms to adjust the degree of their
He 1 ' ' ] connection to the outside, both climatically and visually. On

| il
..-m..m{_.'_ /A8 PN ol ; = full openness across the depth of the building. Double-height
H"l e il e by  wEEE B spaces begin to reveal the strata of the materially distinct
H l“ ! } X : ; 1 i ] IRRAI layers, while at the same time encouraging interaction

the corridor side of the bedrooms, additional perforated wood
screens in white oak can fold and be tucked away, allowing

between personal and communal realms. Blurring the
boundaries of inside/outside, land/house, private/public,

m|

Neri&Hu's design for this 2,888 square meter house is a

series of complex spatial conditions which respond to the
intricate nature of inhabitation, tradition, family, and

domesticity. Text and Photos by Neri&hu Design and Research

Office
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24. Wood texture reveals spatial warmth and ambience of home

25. Pathway and its spatial texture 26. Lavatory
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