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Architect & Interior Designer; Neri&Hu Design and Research Office
Site Address ; 5/F Yifeng Galleria, 77 Beijing East Road, Shanghai
Project Type ; Hospitality - Restaurant

Photographer ; Pedro Pegenaute , Shen Zhonghai

Gross square footage ; 600sqm

Completion Date ; September 2012

Design Period ; January 2012- Septembt%Z
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Lyndon Neri and Rossana Hu

Lyndon Neri and Rossana Hu are Founding Partners of
Neri&Hu Design and Research Office, an inter-disciplinary
international architectural design practice based in Shanghai,
China. The practice was selected as one of the Design
Vanguards in 2009 by Architectural Record (US), won AR
Awards for Emerging Architecture 2010 by Architectural
Review (UK), and was the 2011 INSIDE Festival Overall
Winner. In 2013, Mr. Neri was inducted into U.S. Interior
Design Hall of Fame with partner Rossana Hu and was
selected as AD 100 top talents in architecture and interior
design by Architectural Digest China. In 2014, UK Wallpaper*
announced Mr. Neri and his partner Rossana Hu as 2014
Designer of The Year. Aside from Architecture and Interiors,
together with his partner Ms. Rossana Hu, Mr.Neri is actively
working on a number of industrial design products for various
brands in Europe including MOOOI, LEMA, Classicon,
Gandia Blasco, Stellar Works, Meritalia and BD Barcelona
Design.
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1. Reception table and a re-interpreted "Last Supper" provide a strong visual focus ©Shen Zhonghai

THYEE o AT

PSRt
JEH

= YN
HREIR T B HY

J&

NS - planie—fiE A IR YA A k7 miE
Sy LA L SRS 1A 22 R B A AH B 8

HJ—H(perfect bite) ; BYRY) » FEARINRIMESS - 05 7 ABRGEMNIS AFEHERIR

95



l_. - | o mm—— = i R R s —
‘ ]
-
- —— B e e e = i e s —
——— b - R ” P N e — — . . i
s .
TR, MERBLE . e 15 - ey L
= ) s .=
! | — —_ - - E o -
{ E -
" i
’ e Rl B et L S . ~
| b s
i = :
= o
—— T &
[ . T | :
- e - (" -
al=m £ |
[ : » o
B | '»:
- Bl ; i
4. ] & - H
2 i P g
1) .‘
p—, S
2 S
Rl
=
=] s 1.4
T
=
- - —_— =
= e o r
— T i - £/ & .
e —— - . - i al ;
— — 2 S i’ 1 -
L L)
: e0lgp: @ < Y =
L ‘-' I

pﬁ[ﬂiﬂﬂiﬁiﬁﬂ'ﬁi
- ’{‘zﬂ 1
¥ ™ :-r.“ﬁ % E g

2 BRI A EE RS TERENZERE - oLEE 3./E&[=E - ©Pedro Pegenaute 4 FIIEEFZAVERE ] - ©Pedro Pegenaute 5. EERESEEMNTEE *i"'

FAEZME - oJiBiB 6.283EE - 7.—1&3EE -
2.Aisles and dining space ©Shen Zhonghai 3. Bar area ©Pedro Pegenaute 4. Display window for food ©Pedro Pegenaute 5. Service desk ﬂ r
©Shen Zhonghai 6. Section, the second floor 7. Section, the first floor L L[} |l i

interior MAR 2014




14

8. IS HPRIRIFE - oJLEIE 9. 1FRIFTRANEBHIFIISNEHZEEINSES
£ - oPedro Pegenaute 10.BEEFIEZIFIEE - LB EFHRIENZE
TRBAIEE | AYSAIEERZRFEERIBERE R c oLEE 1M BEHTEZ
RIAYPIER - ©Pedro Pegenaute

8.The design plan of the dining hall comes from a Roman civil hall
©Shen Zhonghai 9. Custom made chairs and tables similar to those in a
church ©Pedro Pegenaute 10.Reception table and a re-interpreted "Last
Supper" provide a strong visual focus ©Shen Zhonghai 11. A porch
leading towards the main space ©Pedro Pegenaute

The Basilica, an architectural typology of a bygone era that is all too
often reduced to a page in the history book or a stop on the tourist
route, is revisited as a design concept for a modern ltalian restaurant
by Neri&Hu. Traditionally at the heart of civic activity, the Basilica was
once a bustling public space—a church, a courthouse, a stage, a
gallery, and a dining hall all at once—a place to see and be seen.
Neri&Hu's design intent for Capo was to embody the spirit of the
Basilica within this cavernous space carved out of the attic of a 1911
building located on the historic Bund of Shanghai. Rather than
default to an open plan configuration, Neri&Hu makes the conscious
decision to carve up the restaurant into a series of distinct rooms at
various scales, each with a unique character, and as such, capturing
spaces as vignettes, whilst still embodying a consistent vision
through materiality and spatial sequencing.

The central spine of the restaurant is a long and linear Main Dining
Hall framed by rows of slender wood columns, with side aisles that
run parallel on both sides for circulation. With the Crudo Bar and
Pizza Oven as bookends to the space, the custom designed tables
and chairs are rigorously aligned in a pew-like formation along the
length in between. Wood and bronze accents bring hints of warmth
and refinement to the rusticated gray brick backdrop, while hand-
blown glass lights and leather strap details on the chairs suggest
craft and intimacy. Above head, relief molded plaster ceiling tiles,
evoking traditional ceiling frescos, brighten the space and guide the
eye upwards.




Through the colonnade on either side of the main hall, a series of
smaller chapel-like spaces branch off, containing the Reception,
Wine and Cigar Lounge, Kitchen, Outdoor Deck and Private
Dining Rooms. Passing through dark and heavy thresholds, one
discovers these unique rooms, each featuring original
reinterpretations of classic Renaissance paintings on the walls,
from Caravaggio to Titian. The chiaroscuro of the painted
brushstroke finds resonance in the contrast of spatial
experiences, from a narrow hallway clad only in brick to a high
domed niche smoothed with white plaster. The drama of the
spatial journey is rivaled only by the spectacle of the chefs
preparing the food itself, as glimpsed through various framed
views of the Show Kitchen. It is a space that is meant to be
consumed, like the perfect bite of food that brings you back to
that which is at once familiar and exhilarating. Text by with NerigHu

Design and Research Office
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12. A porch leading towards the main space ©Pedro Pegenaute 13. A
visual impression harkening back to the time of the Renaissance ©Shen
Zhonghai
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