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Designer | Neri&Hu Design and Research Office / Lyndon Neri, Rossana Hu

Participants | Anne-Charlotte Wiklander (associate in charge) , Sela Lim

(designer) , Yinan Li (designer) , Kailun Sun (designer) , Brian Lo (senior

associate in charge of product design) , Nicolas Fardet (associate in charge of

product design) , Christine Neri (senior associate in charge of graphic designer)

, Haiou Xin (graphic designer) , Litien Poeng (graphic designer)

Photographer ] Pedro Pegenaute

Category | Flagship Store

Location ] Korea

Materials | Brass structure, Grey brick, Dinesen 400mm wide oak floor boards,
Dark and Light Concrete, Mirror, Beige terrazzo, Linnen curtains,
Frosted glass

Size | 1949m?2

Completion period ] March 2016
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1.Glass windows in various sizes dialogue with the brass skeleton display shelf
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The literal and mythological meaning of the lantern is highly
significant throughout Asian history—it leads you through the
dark, showing you the way and indicating the beginning and
end of a journey. Neri&Hu’s radical transformation of an existing
five storey building in Seoul, South Korea, into a grand flagship
store for leading Asian skincare brand Sulwhasoo is inspired
by these notions of the lantern. The building was designed
by Korean architect IROJE and built in 2003. Celebrating the
roots of the brand, Neri&Hu wanted to develop a concept with
strong connections to Asian culture and traditions, ultimately
allowing customers to discover the wealth of Asian wisdom that
underpins the Sulwhasoo ethos.

The concept originates from three key points that were
defined at the very start of the project - Identity, Journey and
Memory. Neri&Hu aspired to create a space that appeals to
all the senses, that captures the customer immediately as they
approach the building, creates an experience that continues to
unfold during the journey through the store, and leaves a strong
impression with visitors long after they have left. This is what led
to the lantern concept, where a continuous brass structure is the
element ties the whole store together, guiding customers while
they explore the full extent of the space.

In creating a series of voids and openings in the building,
visitors fully experience the structure as it moves through the
space and envelops the different programs. Mirror volumes } 4] |
are inserted into a wooden landscape to reflect and amplify the . ; {
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seemingly endless structure. The delicate structure rests upon a BT (AR e el B i = s s e .3__..__. - -
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top of which Sulwhasoo’s products are displayed as precious J ]
objects. While it is primarily a guiding mechanism, the lantern N R A e T ' -1

structure is also a source of light—hanging within it are custom
light fixtures that turn the structure into the main attribute to
frame and highlight the products on display.

Navigating through the five storeys, customers experience
changes in atmosphere. The basement spa with its dark brick
walls, earthy grey stone treatment rooms and warm crafted
wood floors has a sense of intimacy and shelter for visitors.
Moving up the building, the material palette becomes lighter
and more open, inviting visitors to interact with the space,
culminating finally in a roof terrace with its free-flowing brass
structure canopy that frames vast views of the surrounding
city. The journey is a constant contradiction between two
counterparts: enclosed to open, dark to light, delicate to
massive. The holistic approach to the lantern concept—from
space-making to lighting to display to signage—qives visitors a
sense of endless intrigue and urges them to explore the spaces
and products with passion and delight. Text By Neri&Hu Design and
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and other open spaces on four floors 3.4. Artificial and natural lighting
weave a rich melody
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5. Brass framework is evident in the building facade 6. Basement plan 7. The first floor plan 8. The second floor plan 9. The third floor plan 10. The
fourth floor plan 11. Balcony plan 12. Interior coloring displays a sensible warmth on the surface of the light color wood texture
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13. Sharp lighting in contrast with the staircase area 14. Deep layering in a spatial melody

A DT Material Analysis
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1. Lantern is the main visual impression and built of a metal skeleton and
silk-covered surface 2. Oriental elements like diamond shaped windows
provide a strong impression 3. Solid stone wall dialogues with the warm
wood floor 4. Mirror surface reflects the brass skeleton in mystical
expansion 5.Sedan lounge chair, Ming cross dining chair, and JIAN sofa
collection were custom designed by Neri & Hu.
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The five floor building was erected in 2003 and designed by famous
Korean architect Seung H-Sang. In 2014, Korean beauty product
manufacturer Sulwhasoo commissioned Neri & Hu to create a flagship
store in Gangnam Gu, Seoul. The design tries to elevate Sulwhasoo’ s
interest in Asian culture and inspire further inquiry into beauty. A symbolic
structural framework like a lantern was built to signify a treasure is hidden
but welcome the public to enter.
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15. Brass crafted mullion and shelf attracts
visual attention 16. Deep layering invites
curiosity  17. Window patterns link directly
to Oriental elements 18. Sliding wood door
creates spatial flexibility 19. Transparent
partition allows total visual penetration 20.
Section
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21. Balcony provides leisure space 22. Shades creates an ambiguous border on the building edge 23. Brass mullion mingles with the city skyline 24.
Metal components on the wall surface 25. Lighting features a mode of classical beauty
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