Geometric Color
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Designer | Waterfrom Design / Nic Lee

Participants | Jasper Chang, Eugene Huang, Marco Tseng

Photographer ] Kuomin Lee

Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | Gray double color hand paint, white texture hand paint, blue double
color hand paint, red and black oak skin paint, blue and white
oak skin paint, red stoving varnish, blue stoving varnish, orange
stoving varnish, Indian black stone, black layer board stoving
varnish (red. black), mesh (white stoving varnish), black silestone,
black veneer, yakisugi ban

Size | 126m?2

Project year| 2019
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1. Colors in a minimal gray/white tone give the space a tranquil comfort while colors add spirit to the

space. 2. A screen divides the direct visual penetration into the living space
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Waterfrom Design / Nic Lee
Denmark's International Study Program
Pratt Institute Master Of Science (Interior
Design)
"The form of the water comes from
the container it is in. It adapts to the
changes in the environment with
boundless imagination". Established in
2008, Waterfrom Design straddles both
the interior design and the architecture
field, believing that design should be like
water, simple and pure, organic and ever-
changing, retaining the simple, neatness
of water's essence, and displaying
possibilities without framework in concept.
Awards : Frame Awards 2020, Jury Prize
Winner for Single-Brand Store of the Year
{Exhibition of Frozen) -~ Asia Pacific
Interior Design Awards, Gold Award of
Food Space (Doko Bar) - iF Design
Award of Interior Workspaces (Filter
Life) ~ Golden Pin Design Award (Filter
Life) ~ Taiwan Interior Design Award of
Working Space (Filter Life)
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3. Existing plan. 4. Black/gray/white dominates the major space. 5. The no
precise TV position wall opens up the living space and allows the furnishing
arrangements to be completely free. 6. The uneven wall surface is an
intentional effort.
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7. Charcoal surface fir panel enforces the intimacy of the room. Tantalum color paint above the kitchenware has a strong impression associated with
the kitchen space. 8. A cabinet shelf stands between two spaces and each has its own strong color appearance. 9. Ample daylight is the major
lighting source in this apartment . 10. Orange custom design stool meets the height of the screen and functions as storage below the seat part.

Nic Lee has said: “All interior layout depends on a meticulous process to make the arrangements in color and space.” This
project reflects his typical design thought; the space has the least decorative elements but expose the nature of the materials.
The space displays a sensitive touch by partition layering and the arrangement of a simple geometry.

This project was a renovation to convert an existing unit to fit a current living style. Nic said that the client had seen his work in
other places and loves the ambience that Waterfrom Design has created. In the initial dialogue the client expressed his passion
for colors and distaste for any decorative motifs. The design began as a simple composition of various textures along with the
natural colors of the materials, but offering each space a specific feature in using materials. The challenge of the design was to
keep each room’s independent quality while maintaining total coherence of the unit. Nic used earthy colors to link all the spaces
together while adding in bright color to each of the spaces to obtain a more vivid spirit.
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Material, color, volume and light
Special paints were used extensively in this apartment.
Paint surfaces intentionally preserved the internal surfaces
without being polished; coarse or even potholes are visible
as weathering marks proclaiming the memory of the past. Nic
said living is all embraced by perception, not only dominated
by optical sensuousness but also touch. Lighting sources were
carefully implemented to have a direct projection angle to the
color surface. Inspired by many art works such as abstract
paintings by S.Y. Lin, the Taiwanese primary minimalism artist,
; Nic adopted his white color background and black lines painting
11  series as the basis of composition of the cabinet surfaces.
Nic also adopted Pierre Soulages’ black color and Peter
Zimmermann’s color arrangements for many spots and used similar color layouts to bright up the interior in a unique and artistic
manner.
Furniture pieces mostly lack bright colors; black, gray and white furniture pieces are the primary selections except an orange
color custom made piece in the dining room. Nic proclaimed that a color system is essential to define spatial hierarchy, and
incorrect colors will completely ruin the quality of the space. To select the right color needs expertise and long experience and
Nic took advantage of natural lighting to give life to the colors which define space in full tranquil mood.
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11. Plan. 12. Bedroom corner view. 13. Guest room bathroom. 14. Pathway leading towards the master bedroom ends in an intriguing framed view.
15. Public zone and private zone adopt the same materials in both floor and ceiling treatments. 16. Master bathroom.
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1. Paints provide the interior's most embracing surfaces
while retaining natural textures without excess polish. 2.
Geometrical layout in the color arrangement is applied with a
gradating treatment. 3. Natural lighting provides the main light
sources, while artificial lighting provides augmentation where
necessary.
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1. Client loves color in space and Nic Lee sought inspiration from many artworks and
transplanted the color system from the art works to real space. 2. Wife demanded
plenty of storage space but no protrusions from the partition surfaces. Nic intent was
to offer all functional compartments behind secret openings so as to appear as art
pieces. 3. Fine textures to the touch give the apartment an intimate comfort.
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