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Ron Sen

Education and Experience

2004 - , director, X-Linedesign

1999-2001, B.A. London Art School

Award/

2013 iF design award

2012 TID Gold Award (furniture design)
2012 IAI Silver Award (office design)

2012 IAl Bronze Award (exhibition space)
2011 Shanghai Interior Design Award (leisure
space design)

2011 TID Gold Award (public space design)
2011 FX Design Final Entry

2011 iF Design Award (communication)
2010 Gold Award, 5th Chinese Design Expo
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1. A six meter high ceiling in the living room is visually dominated by an antler
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2. Dark brown sofa implicates a sense of strong domination 3. A view from the position of TV cabinet towards a bathroom 4. Leather wrapped

door between the reading room and living room 5. A view from a pathway towards the reading room 6. A folding door and a sliding door
segregate the spaces in the public living quarter
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This is a double height apartment situated inside two high floors of a residential complex. Two
floors and the expansive high opening give this residence a unique position to have the best
views to the city and surrounding natural landscapes. Ron Sen imagined this apartment was
located in Manhattan; the luxurious size and premier big windows seem to proclaim absolute
power in the city. Yet behind the titanic dominating appearance, this apartment also enjoys the
pleasures of an intimate family life.

Design Concept

Located on the seventh and eighth floors this apartment enjoys a comfortable scale and plan
to receive natural light and landscape views from three directions. The client, who once lived in
Canada, wished that his Taipei residence would offer him a relaxing comfort and be easily
used as a space for entertaining his friends or guests.

Ron gave the residence a completely new plan as the existing plan was abolished to make
way for a more flexible plan that completely opens up the border between the exterior
balconies and the interior. To accommodate a more complex party or banquet occasions, the
space has an extra-large food preparation space directly linked to the balcony. A professional
kitchen system was installed for the invited catering team to work in comfortably. All of the
public space is open for social occasions; the client's guests can enjoy good food and drink in
various groupings; the spatial arrangement including furniture layout fully complies with the
demands for a party occasion.

7. WMEEERER c AARERA=ETEABMLIOKIItIZIEBIEL - 8. RIBE LR EBEBABSERIE » H
EREAMEEEAIER - 9. IBERAE—IBKES & hEKECME » EREEBZAEHUESEESRR - 10. [
FZEEA 0 BEEREES(EL BIRMEMEEE o 11. BEEEE EENEEREIRARE S » EESEEFERTEE » &
SEMICHE - 12. ETEEERAREEE » IEFRAFRUSAKHAR - BERZFHELE -

7. A view from the bar table towards the dining room 8. Light fixture above a bar table is taken from
an abandon fishing boat 9. A big balcony lies behind the bar table10. A TV screen is the only high
element, that cuts out the space between the living room and dining room 11. A longan wood table
reveals a rustic texture reminding one of a remote past 12. Black leather TV screen maintains a
good dialogue with the herring bone pattern wood floor
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13. plan 14. A view cast down to the lower from the higher floor staircase lobby 15. Earthy color dominates the interior of the master bedroom
16. A view from the bed towards the dressing table 17. Master bedroom view 18. Master bathroom and the surface texture of the embraced
granite tiles

A central Axis and its extension:

Ron's theory of space is based on a geometrical system; he was
interested in creating depth by perspective tricks; and the "spatial
axis" was the primary element to start the trick.

Ron explained what he had done in this apartment. He first drew a
central axis from the lobby to the living space and set the end of the
axis as a vista; but the vista is not in the position of vision height
rather it is high up to guide visual expansion upward. The reason for
the high position vista is that the living room has a double height
ceiling and Ron wanted to emphasize a three dimensional spatial
system for his design. The second and third lines he drew are two
lines radiating out from the lobby space to the right and left; this
symmetrical layout of the two lines(space) intersect with a line vertical
to the first line, axis.

There are virtually no fixed partitions in the space on the first level; even doors are adopted by a folding or sliding systems to assure
everyone to feel free to enter or exit precise rooms such as a reading room or child's game room. Even the border between the interior
and exterior balconies is not tightly defined; a unique folding glass window was used to set the border; the balcony layout is
comfortable and cozy to lure people to walk out.

Fashion landscape v.s. nostalgia objects

The space inside reveals a surreal sensation and the impression is derived from a contrasting interest of the client couple. One favors
high fashion while the other insists on a more nostalgia pleasure. It is quite expressive on the surface of the folding door. It is a tailored
design and built with an enforced glass layer in the center while being wrapped with hand-crafted leather skins on two sides. When the
light lands on the surface, the door appears to illuminate on the surface while old fashion leather sawing lines are visible. The contrast
also appears as a dialogue between the dark color leather sofa and a shiny wall in the living rooms.

Material selected for this apartment and the quality of the construction is fine and delicate. The lower level floor is sheathed in oak in a
craft herring bone pattern. The floor reminds one of a remote memory of a colonial ranch with a sense of melancholy. Ron sees the
material as a mark to awaken memory; his rich layering of different materials bring a surreal but sensible and creative pleasure.
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The clients were open-minded yet fond of a space full of temperature
and memory. Material such as woven leather and a herring bone pattern
wood floor comply with a nostalgia emotion revealed. Antler hanged
high up on the living room, a longan wood bench in the kitchen, and a
lamp converted from an old lighting fixture on a fishing boat were all
carefully crafted to fit the interior and the comfort intended to deliver.
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The client lived in Canada in his youth and expected his home in Taiwan
would somehow be similar to what he experienced in his Canadian
home. He enjoys entertaining his friends and guests and even requested
a professional level kitchen for a full catering team to come in and take
over. Also, there was the challenge to meet the wife's spatial delight,
which is different from that of her husband and needed to be taken care
of seriously.



