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Designer; X -Line Design Co ., Ltd. /Ron Shen

Participant ; Joy Huang

Photographer ; Lee Kuo Min

Category ; Residence

Location ; New Taipei City

Materials ; Teak wood, rustic resistant wood floor, tile, white oak,
American cherry wood, walnut wood, painted glass, aluminum panel,
metal member, artificial stone

Size ; 90.9m

Design period ; October - November 2012

Construction period ; October 2012 - April 2013
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Ron Shen

2004 - Now, Director, X-Line Design
2001 B.A. London Art School

Awards:
iF Communication Design Award 2013
stag TID Gold Award of Space Furniture 2012
TRIEERIKREIBEER 1Al Silver Award of Working Space 2012

A ZEREERER 1Al Bronze Award of Exhibition Space 2012
TID Gold Award of Public Space 2011
FX International Interior Design Awards Finalist 2011
T REEAE iF Communication Design Award 2011
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1. Plan layout optimizes the space by using a large space to accommodate activities of various kinds. 2. A small alley (foyer) increases spatial
layering in this small apartment. A vista ends at a light filled big window
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3. Public space is a single space filled with natural light 4. Public zone view: long table
and sofa set a strong order to the space 5. Tailored design revolving around the TV
pole; it allows a totally free position to watch TV 6. Plan
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A home is a place where one embarks upon a journey loaded with stories and physical bodies
carrying traces that have retained the stories. This apartment is a unique representation of a
home where lights and shadows proclaim an intimate statement of a family's life.

Layout -an embodiment of spaces

Located on a high floor, this apartment enjoys exceptional light quality. But the existing plan
shows a problematic drawback because many twisting corners make the plan difficult to use.
The challenge was quickly turned into an immediate amendment of the plan for a better and
efficient layout.

Mr. Shen the designer said what he tried to do is was "loosen up" the plan which was fixed by
partitions and structural frames. He torn down a wall and released an existing bedroom for
public use. He also created a foyer space in front of the living room. The master bedroom
gained a walk-in closet; the space taken an unwanted bedroom.

The conversion completely changed the apartment from one that was "jammed" to an open
space for life. Furnished by light color wood, herringbone patterned wood floor, and this




7. A view from sofa area towards a partition wall 8. Big table can be used for many purposes including food preparation 9. The end of the
long table is a place to serve food 10. Reflective material clad over the surface of the foyer increases spatial depth

apartment displays a restrained ampleness. Shen's effort further extended from layout to detail design such as the slight coloring and
material difference between the foyer and main living room floor. Metallic ceiling panel create a good dialogue with the archaic color
lighting fixtures. The contrast of materiality and color gives hints to the meaning of time and also adds traces of time to the space.

Flexibility in space

The existing plan hindered a total freedom for spatial conversion; Shen still did what he could do to offer a more favorable space for
family living. As he said: "in this project what | want to do was not just meet the demand of program but also allow the residents to use
the space in an easy way". Shen offered a flexible quarter that can easily be used when a certain demand is required.

Shen placed a six meter long table immediately linked to the lobby space; this large scale table in a small scale apartment creates an
ambiguous impression and tailors an illusion against the real scale. The table positioned at the physical center also plays a role in that
family life is centered by this piece.

The living space has no definite border but has fixed furnishing pieces such as the revolving pole supporting a TV. The TV can be
situated in all directions to meet any necessary demand. Shen further explained this spatial tactics as "point" vs. "phase," as a way to
change restrained space to a more flexible space. Similar tactics include a secret door where the ample living room when required can
immediately be sealed to make way for an extra room.
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11. A secret door can seal a room for guest use or for reading 12. A view from the living space towards the master bedroom 13. A view of the
public space when the secret door is hidden 14. A peek towards the interior behind the partially sealed secret door 15. A view of the master

bedroom: wood is the main material in this space 16. Second room

EHDHT Material Analysis

HEEIEBERU - BRT EMENREES R - BE SRR

RIRIE 2N TRIERNE - EXEIZEEIE L - LIFHEZRM

EREEZIRFAMFEIAHZERE - thARSEERIER B SRR

RS ERFRIEE B R Rk - B —5HE - [ERIRIE

AZ ek » RHARLAAFHCGEYE - TEB S iSRS th LASASANA ARG AL IR fE

R F R L RIRFE IR EIERINEE » EEMHEXEIPT SR E RS

2 - MELR BIRIBERE AR —AIRXTE - thEfSIA L7 8k - FEEME

IREFHERGIEME - XRPthE R RE - EEEERE ek o

Color and materials were carefully selected to meet a consistent spatial

quality. The wall is mostly painted in white, and floor is wood. The wood

pattern was changed from one space to the others to avoid formality.
Metal and painted glass was used to create a layered impression.
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This apartment suffers insufficient floor size, and all the discussions in
the design process addressed the challenge in tackling the issue. Shen
proposed a non-fixed public space, which can be used for many
purposes and can be easily converted to meet future demand. A secret
sliding door was thus installed to separate the private and public or
when the door is open the living zone immediately gains extra space.
The space is also required conformance to ergonomics because the
husband and wife have significantly difference in physical height.




