Hidden Ingenuity
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Designer] X-Line Design Co., Ltd./Chih-Chung Shen

Photographer_ | Kuo-Min Lee

Category_| Residence

Location | Hsinchu

Materials | exposed concrete tile, Pandomo, teak wood, painted steel,
mirror, granite paint, painted glass, stone plate (Kwin-In
stone)

Size | 185m?

Design period ] March — July 2011

Construction period | July 2013 — January 2014

Chih-Chung Shen

SRSBEHESERET | BIBIRERET SIER X-Line Design Co., Ltd./Chih-Chung Shen

2014-Now, Director, X-Line Design
SHHRES 20183 FFES 2001 B.A. London Art School
|55 2004 TFES
BAZOREEE SHREE T 1999 FFZE 2001 &F Awards

2014 TID Gold Award, Residential Space / Multi Level
2013 iF Design, Communication Design Award

2012 TID Gold Award, Space Furniture

2012 IAI Silver Award, Office Design

2011 TID Gold Award, Public Space

2011 iF Design Communication Award

ENER SRR E(EEREELA
stag
HRZCRYIRELA

A ZEREREE

2013 B i
2012 TID 2=
2012 IAl 5 KZEH
2011 TID Z=Z= N
2011 f&BE] i
2010 APSDA 5K ZERIFEETEM EIPN: = 2010 APSDA Design Award

2008 TID Z3if==NFR 5T A SEFTIBEAFISTEEE 2008 TID Gold Award, New Trend Design

SN GET- - JdbiE) Ak " RHAERSETAN S L EE - SERIMAIEHEEN - R A EIHE 20 - EERETFEE -
oS B B EAGGE B — AE R WREDELREA ~ AR SRE L A AR - R BRI ~ Ik
BV DUE RS0 2 TR RENYESR IR - e SUREIRBES HOA SRR > NMEESHHE R M - SR £ AP
B2 AN R T H 3 - SRS TR A TN ZEAR R ~ MEREACREE [ T PRI, A0S ——F N S HalE S
RS ERRDE ~ TS BARVERF IR - ML hsB 2= M > IR At A B IE RUESET - e fEfs 2 I E2 2R - (IR
s2FE - EBIRIR DS AICRIEIIRR (5 - PSSR - MR — (0 AT TE R APy 2 -

KEFHA FE8

REZIRETERST Y = © | SRIFaRlE > B ARIIR - WIRFSE > MRE DR - BTSSR AENSGE a4 - MR
ErR—EEEE - RN AMASAEEZERERE T 2P0 TRt - ST EWSIME - BHERS - BUE R SRR
PO T AR NS E 3% - OEEBE . TR NBIEEREHE P RA > Rl RZEE £ EAVERE - i)
EERESE R > AR R B AR R Y — TR AN R ERCS o EUREETE HACRE R ARAYBEEE - B AR E) > S0
HIREE - AT RZEE - ) AMESERBERAAGNIPEL - ERAEEZE S CARE © e ARES - SRR R
LA > PRI B AR BRI R R - fEAESZANE B B EEF MR RN - B —MET M8
2Hg > seatfrAs (R FUes - 2 iERHESE L - ANy - FEERER - TAMMEANE T EZFREIFTR - A%
TR U R e o 4 il FH S i A ) b - (BLIE R AR AR SR OR AR S > ZI R AR IR T 22 ¢ [FIAEHE - /KBRS & Al It
RN EARAYIEEE - ARERDB R EE 2 EEIEE > EELLE - BRI SR EMR R DAE R TR ) ESEAL

SREERR SRR

SoRzEfE TESE ) BETILT o BT AR SISO ME - SGETINRE T ESE ) AR ENINREER (R Ot
FRBRE VLT o MERRZER > REEEE N T RIEERE > — » T RSk mAR S T aameIRaet: - R i ie Rl ER
EEBIRESE > HbEE T OVE B RA LR AV EAE SRR SN TN AR W R RIRE - RySmsE EBR - WAREhARIRIG 1 - TSRS
eI B AT —(ARE S - SOBEsZIR IS - A E R MEMEES R R - tIESS 2] 5 R A fm S B R BB ARV BN - DA EARE i
A% > ECPE AR E—FR I 2 B B IH AR T IR RERE - Bt DAR A S8 B Ry SUE o7 R YRR -
B o AGTEIESEEIERTE M ELRTR ~ ZEAHVEERE (R > SR P EiisE S > Ehar(E a0 —E it X - 2BUEE -
RS ~ DS R > B AR SRR AR -

1. e AOa=EEE - 1. A view from the entrance towards the living room
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2. Rustic concrete surface is preserved to gives sense of nature
3. The design treats a structural column not as a negative
element but transformed it into a pivotal element 4. A view from
the reading room pathway towards the living room




A view from the second floor towards the open-cut space

A DT Material Analysis
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1. Staircase construction uses metal panel, steel bar and concrete 2.
Staircase flight uses stone plate in a white color tone 3. Staircase
support is clad with indigenous Kwen-In stone plate. The detail makes a
big contrast with the exposed concrete
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1. The home of a couple is simple in its spatial program 2. The upper
floor level expanded the scale of the window to join more intimately with
the balcony 3. Rustic surfaces in the concrete and construction marks
are visible to make a dialogue with intimate family activity




Inspired by Chun-Zei's motto: “The Beauty of the Universe is hidden in untold language,”
Chih-Chung Shen acknowledges that true beauty can only come out when humans build a
good relationship with their surroundings. This has nothing to do with luxurious material or
large budgets but rather a good design may come out through an insistency of truth, truth
of the nature of materials and program.

Beauty is a silent language

The famous artist Rodin once said: beauty is everywhere only we need to have good eyes
to find it. Shen said that he has been working in the interior design business for more than
ten years; he is still looking for a chance to be completely true to himself. He said: “I was
born in Yin-Lan. | can feel the moisture and temperature of the earth, and | truly loved to see
the waving rhythm when wind blows over a paddy farm.” The essence of material is how
Shen tried to seek for and he believes that the beauty truly depends on the true essence of
material and juxtaposition among various materials.

To implement the beauty of material, Shen used cast iron extensively and looked for the
weathering marks that would become further evident when time passes by. Also the
rustic surface of the exposed concrete wall is not polished but is rather uneven. These
construction or “weathering marks” are not evidence of negligence during construction but
rather the calling for a true spirit of material.

Stitching gaps and makes no obstacles

The plan faced two difficult problems, a heavy column stranded against the ampleness of
the main open space and a staircase situated in the center position unfortunately cut out
the main orientation path. Shen changed the position of the staircase and pushed it against
a corner. The column right in the center was turned into a pivotal element and four living
compounds were situated at its sides as if they were all dominated by its existence.

The spatial layout was completely changed. The living room was relocated to a position at
the vista end when seen from the entrance. It takes advantage of the staircase light well
that receives the most ample outdoor lighting. A screen with embroiled hollow-cut detail
divides the living and reading room while natural light still easily penetrates. Another wall
carries a sliding door that is the opening to the guest room. At the opposite direction of the
big window there is the position of the dining space and kitchen. They form a spatial flow
from the living, dining to kitchen space.

Interior joins with exterior

This apartment is located on the top two floors of a tower. The master bedroom is located
on the top floor and has a great advantage of views toward the cityscape. Shen expanded
the windows of the bedroom into a big angle to increase the views to the maximum level.
Dwellers enjoy the best views and they can easily feel changes of weather and delicacy of
the natural light.

Shen said he paid big attention to the balcony design right as it joins with the master
bedroom. An intentionally lifted platform was built to create a border line to halt the
movement of human activity inside, Shen proclaimed this minor floor difference makes a
big difference as he observed the floor gap provides a sensible response to how people
felt about their surroundings. (This work won TID Gold Award 2014, in the category of Residence

Space/Multi Level)
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9. Plan, lower level 10. Plan, upper level 11. Designer’s furnishing and lighting fixture tangle in the open-
cut space 12. A view from the gallery towards the master bedroom 13. Master bedroom with a folding
door
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14. Master bedroom view 15. A long wash table in the master bedroom 16. Balcony view 17. Dressing room




