Philosophy of A Micro Space
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Designer | X-Line Design/ Chih-Chung Shen

Participant] Timothy Yang

Photographer | Kuo-Min Lee

Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | painted glass, Carrara marble veneer, laminated veneer, pattern
veneer, wood patterned cement tile, black color stone plate,
stainless steel panel, aluminum panel, wood pattern exposed RC

Size | 111m?

Design period | June — October 2014

Completion period ] November 2014 — November 2015
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X-Line Design/ Chih-Chung Shen

C.C.Shen graduated from Chelsea College of Art and
Design, University of the Arts London. He returned to Taiwan
and founded X-Line Design. His design philosophy is to look
for the essence of space which he believes is rooted in a
dynamic force between humans and their surroundings. He
has won many domestic and international awards such as
the TID Award in 2008, 2011, 2012 and 2014; the iF Design
Award in 2011 and 2013; the IDA Silver Award in 2014 and
the Red Dot Communication Award in 2015 to name but a
few.

Chih-Chung Shen
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1. A metal hollow box hovers in the sky like magic 2. Plan
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3. Reading space plays a mediating role as it confronts the public and
private zones 4. Rich materials dialogue in a surreal and interesting way 5.
Dining room and kitchen joint
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Micro scale and its fun

The challenge of this apartment was its scale. For a small/middle size apartment, a designer must be very precise to divide the
space at the right scale. Shen carefully observed this apartment and found the nexus joint of a balcony as perfect to link the
entrance, public activity and view together. He changed the layout of the partitions slightly. In one he changed the geometrical
shape of a bathroom from rectangular to square and second he rebuilt a pathway and slightly shrank the scale of the master
bedroom.

Shen states the secret of interior design is that a good designer must be able to re-organize spatial elements and build the
space that can precisely state itself. He used a symmetrical layout in the public zone and the visual axis confronts a precise

organization among various function. To avoid redundancy of body movement is not just a functional concern but also a tactic
to set a precise spatial order.
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1. Aluminum plate, instead of stainless steel, shine with the least glare
for the furnished ceiling 2. Lobby cabinet is fully covered by veneer 3.
Two main partition walls in the dining room and living room are wood
patterned exposed concrete 4. Public zone is paved in granite tiles 5. A
partition wall starting at the lobby makes a sharp twist to the dining room
and it changes material from marble to painted metal surface 6. L shaped
bar and dining table use Carrara marble 7. Wood uses extensively in
bedroom and some portion is covered by diatomaceous soil
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1. Spatial optimization is important for this three member living space 2.
Interior design started while the building was still under construction 3.
Client's favorite exposed concrete is used in a limited portion 4. Bar
table and dining long table use white color marble 5. The design had to
respect every family member's wish

6. Public zone forms a strong visual axis framed by two exposed concrete walls 7. Views from the bedroom pathway towards the public area 8.
Dining room and kitchen space witness interesting changes of surface materials from the lobby to the space 9. A low view to confront a strong and

dominating visual order
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path leading towards the walk-in closet 13. Warm and the mostly wood furnished master bedroom is well illuminated by natural light 14.Bedroom wall
surface is covered by toxic-free diatomaceous soil

Shen believes that spatial order for a small apartment is crucial but spatial hierarchy still needs an intermediate zone to add
interest. The reading room is the space that in one way invites visual conversation while the position invites a tranquil seclusion.
Being square in a small corner, the reading room is a very important space; it creates a visual pause and enriches the spatial
layering from public to private zones.

Material in integrating interest

The living room is dominated by thick black marble floor and the ceiling is covered by aluminum plates. The partition walls are
unpainted with an exposed wood pattern RC surface. The granite tile floor where wood furniture pieces were placed creates a
good dialogue with the aluminum ceiling in sharp contrast. The seemingly unrelated materials appears not as visual confusion
but rather as a sense of richness.

Shen confessed that this apartment uses more material than he usually does; he said: a "micro space" needs to manifest its art
in details. The joint details appear only when two material unite. Wood, stone, painted surface, metal all express their visual and
physical qualities but only when they meet together are they able to be manifested with a distinct quality. Shen is particularly
interested in crafting an effort to make sure every built element is good and beautiful.

“A sense of lightness” is how the detail design tried to be made manifest. Examples include a metal framework box above the
cabinet is like a piece of metal artwork in unshaped geometry. This surreal elements set in the lobby space provide a symbolic
hint to signify the relief of weight from daily life. Reducing weight is also a tectonic effort in many details such as where a brick
layer wall meets a metal panel; the detail and construction was uneasy at first as a clad metal panel inside was fixed to brick on
the surface with a special technique.




