An Ample Small Home
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Designer | X-Line Design/ Chih-Chung Shen

Participant] Cheng-Han Lin

Photographer ] Figure x Lee Kuo-Min Studio

Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | Pandomo, titanium plated panel, cement motor, pine wood, painted
metal, painted glass panel, woodwork

Size | 159m?

Design period | March — April 2015

Construction period | July — December 2015

Chih-Chung Shen
S Y Winkis X-Line Design/ Chih-Chung Shen
C.C. Shen graduated from the Chelsea College of Art and
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1. Light court, while small effectively invites natural light enter 2. A view from the light court looking down towards the basement
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3. Vertical elements line up in the lobby to implicate a strong visual direction 4. A view from the kitchen towards the living room 5. L-shaped kitchen
where the island style counter table joins with the dining table
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6. The first floor bedroom and its flexible door 7. Master bedroom and master bathroom 8. Master bathroom 9. A view from the basement towards

the upper floor
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1. Wood floor and wood partitions create a sense of warmth 2. Pandomo
treatment partition in the living room 3. Titanium plated metal board built
cabinet in the living room 4. Anti-fall net is woven cable 5. Cement paste
on the surfaces of all structural columns and beams
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1. Privacy and security were the two main concerns for the family. To
avoid chances of burglary the client demanded a mostly sealed exterior
outlook 2. To avoid views from the back alley, windows were sealed
3. Design challenge of the project rested on finding the best balance
between privacy and internal physical condition 4. Ventilation was helped
by the spatial layout and mechanical support 5. Wood floor is used
extensively
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This living compound seclusion from a noisy and main district proclaims
the client’s inclination to a tranquil life. Shen Chih-Chung’s faced difficult
challenges to create a proper conversion of an old apartment into a
precise layout to fit client’s personal will.

A micro paradise

The thirty years old structure was not always attractive and suffered a
failure of utility and even more troublesome lacked privacy because
of the tight distance to the neighboring unit. The first survey of the site
revealed the problems of the old buildings but the client’s right to use
the basement gave Shen a good idea for this old apartment. As the
client wished for more secluded privacy control he made the design
aim towards a different direction particularly as the clients demand more
favorable lighting and air quality instead of privacy control.

Layering in space

The whole apartment is sealed like a box and all visual interest is fully
aimed at the internal space. To gain visual depth and visual dynamics
Shen added sliding doors in many positions. The flexibility is not just the
horizontal spaces but it extended even vertically through the voided well
court. Paths link different spaces and rooms encounter many framing
elements. They are key elements in yielding a strong perspectival view
and adds interest to the space.

Open court and structural elements

Vertical elements dialogue with the staircase. A strong vertical element
was created that stands in the lobby and guides a visual path to both
internal depth and height. The position of this post elements forces the
existing staircase to make a move and allows a more ample breadth
in the area. This tactic was to “release” space and invite light and
air to permeated not only area in the living room but also a narrow
opening cut into two floors to invite a light shafting into the basement.
The opening is bounded by cables to insure safety while allow light to
penetrate within. Shen proclaimed that the difficulty finally rested on a
solution that respected the existing layout while finding proper space to
puncture holes.
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10. Visual impression towards the lower floor when doors are completely open 11.
Basement view towards the bedroom and reading space 12. Folding molding in the
basement ceiling creates energy in the space 13. The first floor plan 14. Basement
plan




