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Designer | X-Line Design/ Chih-Chung Shen

Photographer | Lee Kuo-Min

Category | Residence

Location | Taiwan

Materials | acrylic comb panel, illuminate board, terrazzo, angle tile, marble
Size ] 132m?2

Design period ] September — December 2016

Construction period | December 2016 — July 2017
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X-Line Design/ Chih-Chung Shen

C.C. Shen graduated from the Chelsea
College of Art and Design, University of
the Arts London. He returned to Taiwan
and founded X-Line Design. His design
philosophy is to look for the essence of
space, which he believes is rooted in a
dynamic force between humanity and its
surroundings. He has won many domestic
and international awards such as the TID
Award in 2008, 2011,2012 and 2014;
the iF Design Award in 2011 and 2013;
the IDA Silver Award in 2014; Red Dot
Communications Award 2015, Red Dot
Award 2016, JCD Award, 2016, GOOD
DESIGN Award 2016, A’ Design Award
2016 to name but a few. In 2017 he was
a member of the A' Design Award &
Competition jury panel.
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1. Spatial system makes a coherent

link to the structural beams.
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Looping circulation and divided plan

This apartment is squeezed into a densified city fabric and even the window views are shattered by neighboring buildings at
a close distance. Shen, the designer, said that the only fun space is nothing but the interior. Confronting the space in medium
size 40 ping Shen introduced three U shaped paths so that the solid plan is cut into several different zones thereby transforming
it into a geometrical layout like a Cubist painting.

The system of three pathways coordinates every functional need but is not efficient so yields a maze-like experience. Shen
explained that the three U system does not jeopardize any pragmatic demands but offers a more precise spatial demarcation
between private and public and further enhances spatial layering. For example, a solid room for storage yields to the U shape
pathway along the walls, and each wall faces a space such as the living room, dining room and a bathroom. The eminent
role of the storage and the U path give this apartment a precise hierarchical order and spatial sequence. At a quick glimpse,
the paths in the interior play like streets in a real city, the paths linked together as well as divided areas where solid walls, like
buildings, occupy.

All the spatial segregation aligns to the beams and the spatial system is precise. Shen explained that the precise order of the
space had to coordinate with the existing structure where the beams and columns are positioned.
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6. Interior creates the landscape of the apartment. 7. A vista ends at an opaque wall. 8. A view towards the living room.

FRA 3T Material Analysis
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1. Main partition wall has concrete construction wood forms 2.
Aluminum panels were used to cover the ceiling 3. Terrazzo floor
in the main public space 4. Central island was built in solid marble
supported by metal bars 5. Storage is hidden behind an opaque
wall 6. Back-lit acrylic panels form a visually dominating storage wall
7. Laminated glass panels layered by a piece of perforated board
provides a visually fun skin in the dining room

FBEEEEL Communication Note s —

job is associated with the design business. This made him super sensitive to
materials, color and furnishing objects 3. Open style kitchen is good to offer
space for a party and friends'gathering events 4. Client's good taste offered
the designer a chance to try unusual combinations of materials 5. Interior is
the only landscape to offer views because exterior lacked any good views




Transparent skin and light-weighted body

To reduce the visual obstacles for functional needs, Shen created a detail to push the wall up as if it was floating over above the
ground. The surreal landscape is further amplified by lighting fixture that are like frozen creatures standing under a spotlight.In a
dominating vista view taking aim from the lobby, there stands a small room illuminated from within. The acrylic skin in a bee-hive
formation attracts visual attention and echoes a similar opaque beauty in the dining room. There is a big glass panel 3 meters
by 3 meters made of laminated perforated board. Layering light and patches of light transform the adjacent space like a theater
waiting for a magic show.

Shen believes that the best quality of living is derived from good design and construction quality, particularly in details. For
instance the wall in the living room goes from the floor to the ceiling with a metal band set up on the border between the floor
and wall, then the heavy exposed cement wall goes up until it hits a horizontal aluminum boards. The floor is even more delicate
in its texture formation; it joins terrazzo, mosaic, metal, wood and a special reflective material from 3M. The experiments in
material detail and mixture of unusual materials bring some surprises such as a brick wall right behind the kitchen platform. It
looks like an orange color but hides very fine reflective material on the surface. It is quite amazing, as Shen proclaimed, when
we look at the beautiful reflections on the surface of the walls.
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9. A corner in the master bedroom. 10. Second
bedroom and its spatial ambience. 11. Shower
room is sectored by a piece of mosaic glass
panel. 12. Master bedroom and a limbo space
to enter the bathroom. 13. Plan.




