Deep Axis and Framed Views
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Designer | X-Line Design Co., Ltd. / Chih-Chung Shen

Photographer | Figure x Lee Kuo-Min Studio

Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | aluminum board, sandy surface stainless steel board, solid wood,
special paint, stone motif tile

Size | 122m?2

Design period | April — July 2017

Construction period | July 2017 — February 2018
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Chih-Chung Shen
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X-Line Design Co., Ltd. / Chih-Chung
Shen

Chih-Chung Shen graduated from
Chelsea College of Art and Design in
1988 and returned to then returned to
Taiwan where he soon founded X-Line
Design Co. Ltd. He believes the dynamic
form of space is based on an integrated
relationship between space and human
perception leading to how we define the
meaning of space.

Since the establishment of X-Line Design
Co. Ltd. the firm has won numerous
awards such as the TID Gold Award in
2008, 2011 and 2014; the iF Design Award
in 2011, 2013, 2016; FX Grand Award
in 2011 and 2015 to name but a few. He
was a jury member in A' Design Award &
Competition in 2017.
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1. Simple spatial demand for a
couple and a cat generates an
ample living space.
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2. Public zone — living, dining and kitchen are all co-mingled. 3 Storage closet right behind the lobby, sheathed in wood, d|ﬁerent ﬁom the living
room. 4. Blue wall and visual extension towards a vista like view. 5. Cat-walk is installed along the windows. 6. Plan.
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The living space has a sensibility of a material which offers a perceptive touch and allows body movement within a rich spatial
layering. The layout mingles the public and private zones together and offers an ambiguous and yet hierarchical relationship
among the family members. Shen’s concept of an idea of living space design resides on inviting members to add life into the
space.

Expanding walls and rich layering

This apartment has a negative neighboring condition; natural light does not easily penetrate in and privacy security was
problematic because the neighboring building are very close to this apartment. Shen believed the design had to find the proper
solution to this existing problem. He eventually developed a strategy to allow the interior to create its own views and fully block
the exterior view.

The existing plan was converted into two open zones and they are linked through a pathway along the window. The material
used in the open zones are rich; solid wood, stone, stainless steel, cement paste and paint give the space a visual layering.
Even the joint details were carefully constructed and the precise material relationship give the space a dynamic energy.
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7. Sliding door can seal cooking fumes from leaving the cooking area. 8. A view from the kitchen towards the living room. 9. Stainless steel covered
large beam .
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1. Stainless steel pane BYRE(T][E

system. 2. Part of the dining room ceiling panel is covered by aluminum boards. 3. 1. Client demanded a free space with few partitions. 2. Client
Living room floor is covered by antique oak and artificial stone tiles pave the floor in demanded an interior color system based on dark but intimate
the dining room. 4. Marble platform against the windows. 5. Special paint covers the colors. 3. One bedroom and an ample living zone is required.
main partition walls. 6. Lobby cabinet and master bedroom closet are fabricated of 4. Seating had to accommodate a substantial amount of
solid wood. 7. Master bathroom is mostly covered in a black color motif tile. guest.



Shen said that he tried to create several vista views because they will provide a precise orientation order. The perspective view
system converts the interior from a living space into a performance theater. The body in this house was intentionally guided to
see different designated settings as if they were performing in a piece of drama.

Freeing space

The living quarter houses the living, dining room and kitchen. A five meter long dining table links immediately with the kitchen
sink and preparation table. This dominating table sets the border between dining and living areas. The living space is centered
by a sofa and many designers’ chairs. Along the window there protrudes a one meter wide sitting platform. This sitting area
satisfies the demand of a surging number of guests this set a visual path to leading a passage towards the private zone.

A blue wall dividing the living quarter has movable doors. These can change positions and redirect the visual path. When a
door closes the path a bedroom appears. Along the window a long path eventually leads to the master bedroom.

Shen was required to provide a playing space for the family cat. In a wall he installed interlaced steps which reach up to a
cat-walk under the ceiling. The cat-walk further enforces the horizontal energy of the living place and allows human activity to
interact with the animal. The internal interaction gives the residence a unique feature, and as designer Mr. Shen has proclaimed: “I|
hope | will build a living space with an exceptional impression that the space may have no fixed wall or door.”
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10. Master bedroom view, intimate impression in light
and color. 11. Bathroom sink countertop. 12. Bathtub
and lighting fixture. 13. Bedroom area in free plan. 14.
Bathroom layout is to fit user’s habits.




