Layering Views in Layering Walls
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Designer | X-Line Design Co., Ltd./ Chih-Chung Shenn

Photographer | Figure x Lee Kuo-Min Studio
Category | Residence
Location ] Taiwan

Materials | Walnut wood, iron member, special paint, titanium plated board,

glass
Size | 139m?2
Construction period | June 2017 — February 2018
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X-Line Design/ Chih-Chung Shen

C.C. Shen graduated from Chelsea
College of Art and Design, University
of the Arts London. He then returned to
Taiwan and founded X-Line Design. His
design philosophy looks for the essence
of space, which he believes is rooted in a
dynamic force between humanity and its
surroundings. He has won many domestic
and international awards such as the TID
Award in 2008, 2011,2012 and 2014;
won iF Design Award in 2011 and 2013;
won IDA Silver Award in 2014; Red Dot
Communication Award 2015, Red Dot
Design Award 2016, JCD Design Award
2016, A’ Design Award 2016 to name but
a few. Shen was invited in 2017 to be a
juror in A' Design Award & Competition.
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1. A view, built into the metal framed
shelf, stands at the end of the
living room. 2. Each unit enjoys a
independent lobby.
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VEREM - FEIEE - SHERE S8R o 4. QL ZERIRITF R = fhis =K I 3. Adjacent to a nature reserve, the apartment has an exceptional view. 4. Ample space in the public zone. 5. A view from the public zone; color was
| 465 S 2 [E = I ER RO E BIBRIE< Y EEEE RS EEM 74 587 sensitively selected to create a tranquil mode. 6. Wall surface treatment in the bedroom. 7. Plan.
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Adjacent to a nature reserve, this apartment enjoys exceptional natural views with a quiet ambience. The plan is rectangular
and its broader side faces the best view with large ceiling-to-floor windows and a protruding balcony, but despite this each
room does not enjoy direct natural light.

Tranquil domicile

The narrow rectangular shaped plan had very little flexibility in terms of its spatial layout. The layout virtually required it be
retained so the design improvements had to be made through the full implementation of new furnishings. As designer Shen
stated: “the client required three bedrooms even though their children are all grown up and left for school far away from home.”
Unable to make too many changes in plan, Shen devoted his energy in shaping a good spatial ambience.

The unique feature of this apartment stands on its exclusive privacy. Each unit occupies one floor without sharing an elevator
with a neighboring unit. Shen designed the elevator court as an atrium. Family members or guests who step out of the elevator
immediately access the living space. The continuous flow of the ceiling motif expands from the lobby and living room but a
slight difference gives a precise hint between the different zones.
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8. Marble wraps all surfaces of the kitchen. 9. Open style kitchen joins with the dining room. 10. Mirror reflection in the bedroom creates an

expanding illusion.
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1. Precise craftsmanship provides the perfect color veneer as the designer

demanded. 2. Material used in the project reveals a rich texture. 3. Veneer

covered door matches the interior furnishing. 4. Marble covered partition in

the kitchen and veneered covered doors in several positions. 5. Living room

shelf was fabricated with fine craftsmanship. 6. Kitchen shelf use titanium

plated material. 7. Marble motif tiles are used on the floor in the public zone.
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1. The final layout had to maintain the existing plan provided by the
real-estate developer. 2. The dining room is the central space of the
residence; it enjoys a great outdoor view. 3. Client demanded an
intimate texture. 4. Partition cladding is supported by metal clamps and
supports. 5. Metal shelf is welded in fine craft without leaving any visible
welds.
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Vista view, functional and aesthetics

To relieve the heaviness of the partition wall, Shen intentionally placed marble, wood and mirror together as he arranged them
in various motifs. This tactic was used in many places such as the living room partition which is not clad by a single material but
rather it is supported on suspended elements that reveal the details to support the piece. Shen also expressed that he doesn’t
like to use single materials but rather loves to expose its structural skeleton which can easily disperse natural light and provide
a richer graphic impression. It is obvious that Shen’s tactic to detach the TV screen from the partition wall directly challenges
conventional practice. The hovering TV has a magical feel as if it could disappear in a second and then stand like a piece of
artwork.

Tranquil covering in rich textures

Different from his previous works this project adopted low chroma colors and those with less brightness. Shen stated that the
color choices create a sense of intimacy and comfort. Shen said: “Just like what we seen in Japanese design, low chroma and
low color value can calm people down. The air in the master bedroom is tranquil and is equipped with fabric furnishings with a
curved profile and rather classical moldings.

The material texture maintains the best balance between rustic and polish; Shen insisted that a good living space must be
linked to the life of the true dwellers. As he says: “a residential design shouldn’t have a pre-determined style; a good designer
needs to be humble to work with the clients and seek the best to satisfy their true demands.”
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11. Dressing table inside the master bedroom. 12. Furnishing
objects in the master bathroom were carefully selected
and arranged. 13. Bathroom screen and well organized
furnishing objects. 14. A feminine air interior ambience in the
master bedroom. 15. The second bedroom.




