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Designer | X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen
Photographer | Kuomin Lee

Category | Residence

Location | Taiwan

Materials | PanDomo, special paint, metal member, veneer
Size | 139m?2

Project year | 2018
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X-Line Design Co., Ltd / Chih-Chung Shen
Chih-Chung Shen graduated from
University of the Arts London in 1998. After
returning to Taiwan, he founded X-Line
Design Co., Ltd. in 2005, then set up
Chih Chung Shen Union Design Co., Ltd
in 2013, and serves as both director and
design director. The firm's design concept
is to explore the essence of space through
a constructed "linear tension." This allows
the study of the flowing relationship
between spaces as well as the constant
relationship between human perceptions
and space. The practice has received
numerous awards, including 2019 London
Design Award, 2019 The Best of Canada
Design Award, 2016 A 'Design Award, TID
gold awards in year 2008, 2011, 2012,
and 2014, etc. In 2017, Chih-Chung Shen
served as a jury member of the ltalian A’
Design Award & Competition. At the same
time, he was invited to participate in cross-
strait speeches.
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1. Public zone has a continuous
visual flow without any fixed
partitions.
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2. Beautiful lake and mountain view invites mental composure and body relaxation.
3. The living space is a place to wonder upon the natural beauty. 4. Toilet stands

in a position, converted from awkward to an unique feature. 5. Hanging TV is fixed
on a panel of cavity wall. 6. Plan.
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This residence has two sides facing the exterior views; one casts views toward a lake the other to a tree cap and partially
extends to an old country side village. Without using solid partitions but rather employing transparent materials, designer Shen
introduced natural views to the interior. The single client demanded a very functional program for daily living and occasional
social gatherings, so Shen focused on taking advantage of the site to entertain his client with the largest natural exposure.

Free layout

Public zone is a single free zone accommodating the living space and dining space, but they lined up in the zone designated
for two functional needs; one is a quiet zone for contemplation followed by a leisure zone for audio-video pleasure which finally
ends up in the dining room where stands a long table good for social events. This big table is also used daily as the client’s
working table. The public zone accompanies a multi-purpose space, where a Mahjong table can be deployed and a folding
bed is available for guest stays.

The space has no solid partition walls rather flexible panels that can divide the space if the demand is for total segregation. The
flexible partition system includes a hanging TV panel set between the living zone and contemplation quarter as well as folding
door that can cut off the dining room and guest space. This flexible system has an advantage to create a visual layering and
expand the visual depth in a more hierarchical way.

interior JUN 2020




TEEERIBRET R - REFINOLELERNRIBTERY - 8. HERE

& e
7. Living space is mainly for daily leisure and occasionally used for social events. 8. A view from the dining table position towards the living zone. 9.
Two opposite color systems in the public zone.

AT Material Analysis
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1. Rustic surface materials like exposed concrete wall, cavity stone invite
a touch to natural delight. 2. Rustic Corten steel surface, floor material
and ceiling treatment are integrated together to form a continuous visual
flow.
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1. Interior space offers a continuous visual flow and further extends to the
outdoor view. 2. The single client had demands of a convenient living flow.
3. A flexible space was required for occasional social gathering.
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While maintaining the maximum liquidity in the public zone the private sector is partitioned by solid walls, but there is an
alternative opening that can access directly to the flexible zone (guest quarter) This alternative link when open connects the
public zone and private zone in a more flexible way.

Reversed spatial order

Restricted by the existing utility layout the plan had no choice but to keep the existing toilet right next to the entry. Shen make an
audacious change; he detached the wall of the toilet and emphasized its independent position by change its door to opposite
side, and left a void opening to ceiling. The toilet wall was thus converted into a storage element hiding the awkward toilet in a
discrete way.

Ambiguous bordering among spaces

The unique feature of the residence is its ample expansion of the public zone while maintaining a precise but physically void
border between the living zone and dining space. Light color zone for living enjoys a spaciousness and receives natural light in
a gentle flow, but the dark color dining zone embraces a more intimate comfort that easily absorbs the natural light penetrating
from the living space. Furnishing pieces, floor materials and colors meet with the ambience of each zone and they dialogue
with its counterpart space in an harmonious comfort.

Rich textural materials and furnishing objects appearing in the public zones attract natural light to cast shadows on their
surfaces and hand-chiseled furniture material invites a touch associated with memories of the past. Rustic texture materials
such as cavity stone, exposed concrete and Corten steel boards enliven the space and create a good dialogue with outdoor
nature view.
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10. Rustic metal was used to fabricate tables and ceiling panels. 11. Folding
door that divides the public zone and flexible room. 12. Flexible zone in an open
mode. 13. Exposed concrete partition used to set the border between master
bedroom and public zone. 14. Solid wall that divides the privacy of the private
zone. 15. Color system in the bathroom is coherent with the main public zone.




