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Designers | Ahead Concept Design / Chun-Sung Yang, Yu-Chen Lo
Participant| Wei-Ting Hsueh

Photographer ] Figure x Lee Kuo-Min Studio

Category | Dental Clinic

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | marble, black iron, colored mirror, colored glass, cement board, tile
Size | 132m?

Design period | April - June 2015

Completion period ] June 2015 - January 2016
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Ahead Concept Design / Chun-Sung
Yang, Yu-Chen Lo

Ahead Concept Design pursues the subtle
resonance between form and quality.

The meaning of a space only exists in
visual stimulation. The intriguing charms
reside in its character. The pursuit of
design is not only limited to an aesthetic
view it is also connectied to ideology and
emotional response.

Important Award record

2010 Taiwan Interior Design Award for
multi-storey residential category - 2010
Asia Pacific Interior Design Awards for
Multi - Storey Residential Silver medal -
2013 Taiwan Interior Design Association
cutting-edge designer Gold medal -
2013 Taiwan Interior Design Awards
Commercial Space category - 2013
Taiwan Interior Design Awards Workspace
category - 2014 Asia Design Award for
Commercial Space category Bronze
medal - 2015 Germany iF design award
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1. Magnificent marble material effect.
|
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2. Reception space home-style layout is the charm. 3. Reflective stainless steel panels with linear suspended light
fixture intertwined in the ceiling level. 4. Corridor into the waiting area, bookended with three treatment rooms. 5. Plan
view.
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Fineness in the cityscape

A forty plus year old building resides at a busy traffic street corner surrounded by the stench and sediment of mechanical
civilization witnessing the the daily boredom like waves of heavy tides. Lead by Chun-Sung Yang, the Ahead Concept Design
team made Tcal, a surgical dental clinic stand out from the urban muddy chaos with a decadent type of sparse beauty. The
removal of layers of old interior finishes, the existing not too perfect structure of sloped beams, angled walls and various
unleveled elements are now all exposed. The rough character appears to be aesthetically interesting to the designer Chun-
Sung Yang, as he notes:

"In terms of modern construction, this" casual "structure is very intriguing. It also echoes the scale of the currently disorganized
large environment." Therefore the space design concept was based on reflecting the reality, yet not in chronically order as it
slices through the scenery from inside out.

The owner sought a sophisticated quality of a clinical space within the design themes of disarray and juxtaposition of
space. The composition of rich grained marble and wood veneer finishes in conjunction with highly reflective stainless steel
panels throughout the space establish high-intensity visual effects.

Looking at the reception desk the Jiao Yan marble has a color fineness, with a Shen Shen wooden background. A wild
convergence at the reception area, the contrast between the rich grained marble counters the subtle dark wood background.
The vertical decorative stone plate as a partial embellishment enhances the plain wall elevation.

In the central seating area, within the jarring bone patterned wood floor large pieces of stone inlay appear like a thick broadloom
carpet. Large pieces of marble divergent from the wall to the floor, create a visual effect on the space. From contraction to
stability, the luxurious polished look of space is enhanced by mirror faced stainless steel panels.
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6. Reception desk is hidden behind the reflective glass. 7. Reflective glass elevation with black iron derails to reinforce the visual effect. 8. Marble Inlaid
wood flooring with carpet finish appearance.

Theatrical effect subvert the typical

In terms of creating the spatial atmosphere, spotlights from the roof level engrave light beams at the ceiling, accompanied
with non-directional, intertwined, intricate linear fixtures and reflective stainless steel cladded beams. The theaterical
lighting conveys a jazz club type of charm. The designer explained: “the space is masked in a low warm glow of light, the
reflection from the stainless steel panels are also relatively gentle. The only shining focal points are the lamps within the linear
fixtures, the lights sparkling like brilliant stars in the night sky.”

The design team utilized theater-style lighting and high contrast finishes. This subverts through an interesting sense of hi-
tech the monotone clinical office atmosphere. There was also no intention to follow a traditional layout but rather there was
a conscious effort to break the framework of the inherent medical office spatial relationship so as to lead to new behaviorial
patterns.

Leaving the elevator one reaches a corridor. Along the mirrored corridor that leads into the reception area. the traditional dense
monotonous rows of seating no longer exists. Here, seating freely and loosely is arranged in space. The furniture symbolizes an
extension of personal space therefore strangers can coexist in the space but still comfortably maintain privacy.

The second qualitative change was the blanking out of the reception counter. In a typical office, the reception desk is the main
control point for receiving and discharge. The first line of communication. But in this case the designer intentionally recessed
the reception desk to not be directly visible to the visitors.
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In a room behind the mirror wall, Yang explains: "This reflected glass wall is bented inward 30 degree. With a black surface
material the reflective glass create an occlusion effect Deliberately hid behind the counter, the staff can clearly observe the
patients’ movements . Visitors subconsciously follow the designated circulation to the reception area and self seat, then the staff
will step out of the hidden counter to take the initiative to provide an exquisite experience for patients.”

New interpretation of the old time charms

The interpretation of the co-existence of the past and present was another design focus for this project. At the beginning of the
field survey it was observed that the existing house was filled with wooden cabinets, line board, washstone surfaces and other
popular decoration vocabularies from 30 years ago. An nostalgic affair lingered within the old building.

The project consciously attempted to integrated the old flavor into the contemporary space such as the flooring’s ground
marble texture as a metaphor of the earlier years’ small pieces of tile patterning.

Within the treatment rooms, the black leather dental chair is accompanied with antique floral rhyming tiles that bring back
in time a nostalgic illusion. This two-directional interpretation of the past and present, is pleasantly coincident with material
selection that contributes to an instantaneous stepping back into the 1960s' Taiwanese living room.

The old house’s existing water leakage issue was technically inaccessible . Therefore, an alternative option was to use a
breathable cement board finish material that allows moisture relief. By selecting a dense texture paint the unsaturated and low
lux blue, green and gray colors resemble movie director Wong Kar-Wai style of nostalgia charm. Due to the higher sterilization
requirements for the surgical procedure room, an additional glass box encloses the cement board detail to conceal the
ventilation system. The glass box reflecting the surrounding objects diffuses the light source and resembles artwork.
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9. Wood grain veneer vocabulary continues into the restroom space. 10. Cement wall board decorated with glass frame that reveal an artistic charm.
11. Mirror stainless steel beam cladding reflecting gorgeous views.
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12. Black leather treatment chair, in contrast to the decorative floor tiles.
relatively unsaturated green color express warmth.

A DT Material Analysis
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1. Clinic corridor to the reception area with generous wood finishes
and decorated with textural marble embellishment. 2. Reception
area elevation finished with black iron and reflective glass. 3. Linear
suspended light fixtures and mirror finish stainless steel cladding
enclosure. 4. Treatment room walls with water issue, cement board will
allow for humidity evaporation. 5. Black leather treatment chair, in contrast
to the decorative blue patterned white floor tiles.

13. Blue color cement board wall in the treatment rooms. 14. Low lux and
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1. The owner was seeking a high-end clinic located in the city center,
targeting upper-middle class patients. 2. Although exquisite design
was expected, but the construction budget had to be maintained at a
reasonable state. 3. Existing water leakage problems to be resolved. 4.
One of the treatment rooms is a surgical suite therefore finishes had to be
easily cleaned.

101



