Living Together in New Style
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Designer_| Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo

Participants | Materiality Team members

Photographer ] Yana Zhezhela, Alek Vatagin

Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | Elder sister: stone, veneer, metal member, painted woodwork,
exposed concrete
Younger sister: exposed concrete, veneer, metal member, painted
woodwork

Size | Elder sister: 162m?; Younger sister: 165m?2

Project year_| 2019
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Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo
2002-Present Time Materiality Design /
Director

2005-2011 Shih-Chien University, College
of Design / Lecturer

2000-2002 M. Moser Associates, Hong
Kong / Designer

1999-2000 MA in Architecture & Interior
Design / University of North London
1995-1999 BA in Interior & Spatial Design
/ University of the Arts London. Diploma
in Foundation of Art & Design / London
Guildhall University

Stephen Kuo's designs are full of beauty
in linear space and he loves to use various
materials to create sensible experiences.
He is good at choosing the right elements
in space instead of simply putting all fun
elements into space. His rich knowledge
of art and humanity has built up his
philosophy in a fine texture and his space
opens up the imaginations of his many
clients.

YHIR{EE (elder sister)
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1. Mother can take care of chores

and keep her eyes on a young child.
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2. A L-shaped closet cuts off the visual path to the living room and is used to store electronic appliances. 3. Book shelf extends from the public zone
to the pathway leading to the private zone. 4. Reading space is a flexible enough for home working or other purposes. 5. Glass panels used to divide
the reading space. 6. Kitchenware closet is easy to use and convenient to store small kitchen appliances. 7. High visual penetration in the living
room.
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8. Playground. 9. Children’s room and playground space has a sliding door to close off the spaces. 10. Reading corner in the pathway. 11. Living
zone can join with the pathway to form a single quarter. 12. Master bedroom displays an intimate comfort. 13. Master bedroom is equipped with
plenty of storage space. 14. Master bathroom has a direct link to a pathway for immediate entry to the child’s room. 15. Plan ( elder sister).
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This unique project is for two sisters who live in different units of the same apartment. Their decision to commission Stephen
Kuo for their living space had a particular request; they wanted the living units to represent each of their personalities and share
similar trends proclaiming their family hood.

Living under light

Stephen Kuo revealed that his first impression of the sisters was that they both enjoy natural light and outdoor activity, and
decided that the way to introduce ample natural light to the living space would be the same feature that the two units share.
Windows kept their maximum size without any conversion and Stephen even cut out part of a wall to allow light to travel from
one side to the others. There is virtually no dead ends or dark corner, light permeate arounds and light penetrating materials
help to receive natural light even in sealed rooms.

Even though they both enjoy natural daylight their daily schedules are completely different. The elder sister takes care of her
young children and stay most of the time at home so the quality of the space demanded gentle light and a bright color flow as
she believed that ample nature light would be favorable for her children’s growing up and would also levitate the pressure from
her routine daily chores. On the contrary the younger sister demanded different light; she is a hard-working business lady and
leaves home late in the morning and returns home quite late at night. Her living space has a mat surface treatment in black and
gray color materials while heavy drapery was adopted to shield the light from penetrating to assure a more tranquil environment
for sleep.
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WRIKESE (younger sister)
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16. Kitchen/dining zone is paved in a different material from the living zone. 17. L-shaped shelf stores plenty of cookbooks. 18. Dark color and mat
surface gives the space an exceptional tranquil mood. 19.20. Ample living space with single ceiling detail to link living space and dining together.
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21. Reading room has a light-penetrating material to set the border. 22. Plan ( younger sister ). 23. Bedroom uses a gray color tone material that
provides a tranquil comfort. 24. Bedroom is divided into two zones. 25. Master bedroom joined with a walk-in closet. 26. Master bathroom.

Free space

The sisters love to live in a space with no embedded style
and the least number of partitions; Both units use shelves
or cabinets to divide space and even the most private zone
use flexible panels to sector the private and public zone from
each other. Similar feature includes a bookshelf to direct the
path to the bedroom instead of a enclosed pathway.

The differing design feature in the elder sister unit is its plan
which has an enclosed central space that allows the young
child to play but can easily be sighted by the mother when
she is busy with her other chores. The younger sister’s
unit demanded a more precise working/reading space
for her chef's work; she needs plenty of bookshelves and
big working table as she tries out new dishes. Professional
cookware and appliances were a main requirement in the
kitchen and all the requirements for cooking needs had to be
precise and correctly installed.
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1. Building stone: table platform. 2. Painted
surface woodwork: solid wood in a gentle
touch and painted in the colors matching the
surrounding ambience. 3. Mortar surface: rustic
surface on most walls.
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1. Nature light and spatial liquidity is important to both units. 2. Elder sister's unit layout focuses
on the intimate link between young children and mother. 3. Younger sister's unit has two closet
units; one is situated inside the bedroom, the other is an independent unit for accessories. 4. Both

demands all home appliances to be hidden inside closets.
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