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Designer; Leon Chen / Chains Interior

2 2 FhE Participant C. Y. Liu
o hEETE 8= Photographer ; H. S. Yu, S. S. Lia

EEMEAE Category ; studio
PEMBE L /LT Materials ; 3M film, super-resistance floor system, pine wood, black
EEZME L, SVTER - THE#R - B - B mirror
1) &, 40FF Size ; 132m?
EZETEERS L, 2010108 =118 Design period ; October, November 2010
e TEER , 2010=FE11HE128 Construction period ; November - December 2010

Leon-Wu Chen, who has run Chains Interior Inc. for years was looking for a new location for his office. He knew well that a working place will benefit from

comfort and efficiency. He felt his dream office must be located inside Taipei's central zone with a close link to natural surroundings.

Min-Sen District was his top choice. The district was laid out according to garden city principles and was probably the first of its kind in Taiwan. Narrow
streets with lines of pedestrian trees represent its uniqueness and many small gardens within walking distance offer a relaxing comfort for the community's

residents.

1. Extended orientation from the interior to the exterior balcony enhances the experience of spatial comfort 2. The Formal reception turns into a public zone where
ideas can be exchanged and also serve as an orientation nexus
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3. Close link from working space to city fabric 4. Visual penetration through the transparent glass from the office to the balcony garden lands on city tree tops 5.
Flexible working space and comforts to enjoy the seasons 'changing
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6. Dark mirror creates a nebulous link between the interior and exterior 7. Bar space is a social nexus that allows workers and visitors to exchange ideas
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Design Concept

"Show place":

the office is inside a corner apartment. Its location provides the office with a dominating view of the
streets. Chen made a total change to the entrance location and a vertical garden was planted in the
position where the existing front balcony was previously located. This green zone immediately
converted the crowded fa?ade of the building and formed a transition layer where Chen and his
working partners can enjoy looking upward towards the streets and its green tree tops.

Penetrated natural light:

The front of the office is its main working space where it interlinks with its green balcony via a glass
layer. The visual penetration to the street offers visual comfort to workers as well as allows the office
to enjoy natural light which provides great relief when facing immense pressures or tedious work.
Looping circulation:

The balcony garden is literally a reception space in contradiction to a typical formal reception area.
This zone becomes a "mind exchange" and social space for workers and visitors. Behind this space,
two paths merge; one leads towards the working and relaxation space, the other meeting and
material rooms. This revised internal circulation provides easy access for working while still has
flexible space to enjoy casual interaction.

Working space with arts:

Art pieces were introduced into the office in great amounts. Art works on white partitions reveal an
emphasized domination and a backdrop constantly illuminated by natural light. This artistic
language gives the visitors a strong impression and features the office's unique design performance.
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Material Analysis

1. Painting: hand-made detailing was
deliberately left on the surface

2. Floor: pine wood planks form the floors
with protective oil on their surface; the
interior floor uses high-resistance materials;
windows use reflective black glass to blur the
border between inside and out

3. 3M film: ultra-light protective 3M films were
applied on the surface of the main door and
lavatory partitions. Similar films with
gradating colors were used on window
frames.
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Communication Note

1 The existing condition was overloaded with
additions. The first item of the design was to make
everything disappear before adding a new space
within.

2. Because the user was the designer this gave the
project a great chance to build everything right from
its beginning. The recessed entrance space is a
main feature of the office that expresses Mr. Chen's
philosophy of design which intends to seek social
and natural links in our compressed urban society.
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8. Right side orientation leads into meeting and material rooms 9. Meeting room with an ambience of art gallery 10. Existing plan 11. Plan after conversion
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10. Office space divided by short white color partitions 11. Office without any decoration but only natural light and greenery 12. Dark mirror and its reflections and
penetrating images are intertwined on the mirrored surface
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