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Designl Chains Interior/Chen, Lien-Wu

Participantl Kelsey Lin

Photographer] Kyle Yu

Categoryl Residence

Locationl New Taipei City

Sizel 132 m*

Materials1 Marble, veneer, agate plate, glass

Design period] August, 2010- August 2013
Construction periodl September 2013 — January, 2014
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Chen, Lien-Wu

M.A. Tamkang University

Director, Chains Interior

Major award records:2014 TID Golden Award -
2014 A'Design award Silver - 2013 Interior Design
Best of Year Large Apartment Honoree - 2013
11th Modern Decorative Media Award, China -
2013 APIDA Golden Award - 2013 The 1st Grade,
Chinese Interior Designers' Competition - 2013
IIDA Interior Design Association, the best of Asia
Pacific design award - 2013 Golden Creation
Award, ROC (residential space ) - 2013 Golden
Creation Award, ROC (commercial space)
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1. Undulating ceiling profile and pattern represents topographical significance
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2. The partition surface is clad in Phoenix wood veneer 3 New Zeeland aboriginal style furniture matches well with the Rolf Benz sofa 4. Organic
pattern is like a bulging creature wrapping the partition and makes the transformation from free-form to simple geometrical pattern 5. L-shaped
ceiling-to-floor window brings natural light to the room
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B3 47 Material Analysis
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This apartment uses Phoenix tree veneer for the surface of the partition
while the textured pattern gradually makes way to a shining marble
floor. Mirror is used to bring a reflective nature to the interior. Marble,
walnut wood, and furniture pieces were selected for this apartment. They
are dominated by the color beige. Lighting amplifies the color and its
harmonious match to the nature. The granite tiles used in the bathroom
provide a sharp contrast to the polished surface marble and provide a
significant dialogue between wet and dry areas.
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This apartment is for a couple about to retire from their working positions
for entertaining their retired life and their friends. There are only two
bedrooms and an extra ample dining/living space. The kitchen is divided
into two quarters —a casual and a formal cooking space.
The living quarter is ample and spacious. An expansive L-shaped floor-to-
ceiling window provides views of the exceptional beauty of nature.
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6. Breakfast and bar table uses agate plate and reveals an unique surface
pattern 7. Mirror reflection of nature in the lobby corner brings a sensitive touch
to the space 8. Beige color sets the backdrop for various style furniture pieces
to have their own show 9 New Zeeland aboriginal style furniture matches well
with the Rolf Benz sofa 10. Plan
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11. A view from the sofa area towards the master bedroom — an ambience of leisure comfort
12. Master bathroom and its surface cladding materials 13. Two unbalanced size windows in
the master bedroom 14. Living room view 15. Wood mullion pattern bed set support shows
an exceptional crafted technique of wood
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16. Night view of the living room — a rich layer in organic pattern 17. Undulating “hillside” pattern on the ceiling
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Morning brings tranquil light to a place where sits an
apartment against a hill and faces a beautiful river.
This apartment is not big yet claims an ample view. In
compliance with its position, it amplifies the view and every
comfort is taken from the site. This apartment is a good
place to live.

Nature and light

Facing Green Lake, this apartment has a most superior
view. The clients' demand was a simple living space, two
bedrooms and a living space big enough to accommodate
every social gathering. The challenge of the design was to
give the space an intimate comfort full of energy.

An L-shaped floor to ceiling window that accepts the natural view dominates the main living quarter. The
existing layout had three bedrooms and only had a small amount of transparency towards the main view in
the living space. It has been reorganized; the space now appears as if there hangs a long scroll landscape
painting where nature has placed a beautiful mountain and lake in front of living space. One bedroom was
removed to create extra space. This gave the couple more space to have their daily life comfortably eased
and released.

Chen said: "This is a living space full of natural beauty and sunlight." Entering from the lobby and moving
towards the living space, one confronts a mirror reflecting landscape of the Green Lake. Mirrors are a very
crucial element of the apartment. They appear not only in lobby and hallway but also outside the bathroom.
The corner mounted ingenious layout of a mirror provides an illusion. It is like a window penetrating into the
woods as if it was totally surrounded by trees and an endless patch of greenery.

Organic pattern — sense and sensibility

The ceiling has an undulating profile as it projects the reversed ground topography. Chen explains he is
interested in using a site as media and thereby translate the significance of the site to a new project. At
the first sight of this apartment, he felt puzzled by the entangled structural elements; the existing beams
and columns seem to be confused with little order. Chen said he tried to re-configure the ceiling into a
new form, which pays respect to the surrounding outdoor landscape while hiding the internal disoriented
structural elements.

There is a sharp contrast between the ceiling pattern and partition wall. The wood ceiling pattern flows
down and gradually disappears until it make a direct confrontation with the marble floor. The change is
subtle and gentle. Before the wood material changes from ceiling to marble floor different wood materials
were used and the texture changes from silky to fine and from fine to a striped pattern until the wood make
a sharp change to marble.

Rich texture and good balance color

The couple loves traveling and enjoys the good things. Chen at the very early stage of the design
proposed the spatial ambience be "mixed and matched"; this proposal was accepted. Chen says the
idea of "mixed and matched" is as if one sees a German Rolf Benz sofa while at the same sight seeing
a Spanish Andreu World chair. The mixture of style is confused yet stimulates an energetic dialogue of
spatial interest.

Chen said: "Arranging the furniture of different styles is an art. One of the most important secrets is to
match them together based on colors." The beige color sofa and rug under Chen’s theory of "match'brings
in the Andreu World’s Nub chair while a New Zealand aboriginal craftwork table and chair set sits quietly in
a metallic shining kitchen.
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