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Designer] Chains Interior / Lien-Wu Chen
Participants| Kai-Hsin Li, Yi-Husan Lee
Photographeri Kyle Yu
Category.l Residence
Location] Taipei
Size] 132 m*
Materials | Formica board, veneer, painted glass, rustic resistance floor
Design period | January — March 2014
Construction period] April — August 2014
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1. The lobby space, nonexistent in the plan 17 years ago 2. L-shaped lobby space ushers a pathway leading to the boys’ rooms
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3. “Vertical-Horizontal” system gives the space an order associated
with cosmology 4. Cabinet and storage in the kitchen
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5. A view from the living room towards the kitchen 6. Yellow color dots punching out from the gray color partition creates a dynamic energy in the
space 7. Sofa and glass panel in the reading room 8. A view towards the public zone
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The Summary of the Rules of
Propriety is an ancient Chinese
classic text written on the
etiquette of being a son: “A son
should not occupy the south-
west corner of the apartment,
nor sit in the middle of the mat
(which he occupies alone), nor
walk in the middle of the road,
nor stand in the middle of the
doorway.” In another chapter it
is written: Height forms the mark
of distinction. The Hall of the
Son of Heaven was ascended
by 9 steps; that of a prince, by
7; that of a Great officer, by 5;
and that of an ordinary officer, by
3.” The designer Lien-Wu Chen
personally believes that living
space must respect a traditional spatial order represented
by proper scale, orientation and layout. This is a recent
realization that follows the rule of traditional spatial guidelines
from ancient China.

Spatial Orders for a family of four

Chen accepted the design commission for an apartment
which he had originally designed 17 years ago. The aging
condition and expanding number of family members forced
the client to pursue a renovation and improvements.

The existing plan had no entry area which allowed a direct
view into the living, dining and kitchen spaces. A Japanese
room offered a flexible space while the spare space adjacent
to kitchen was for relaxation. There were only two bedrooms
and they could only be accessed through an internal door
because the layout was easiest to allow parents to take care
of the young kids.

The recent renovation focused on two main concerns; one
was to create a better physical condition particularly with
regards to improving the sound isolation from the unit above
and the second was to create a plan respecting the spatial
order between two generations which would redefine the
spatial relationship among the siblings’ room. The solution
took the traditional courtyard plan and re-arranged it into a
spatial system that follows the hierarchy of family members.
The new plan took a symmetrical layout and created layered

space in three sections. The
lobby is the first and is set in
the border between interior and
exterior; the central position
(court) is reserved for the public
zone where the living, dining and
kitchen spaces are located; the
public zone is embraced by the
kids’ room at one side and the
parent’s bedroom and reading
room in other.

A new solution, yet respecting
old

Viewing the existing interior,
Chen immediately came back to
the original design of seventeen
years ago. Even though it is
significantly altered from the
original; it is still has the big window facing the beautiful
greenery. Chen said: even if | have done my job this time |
want to keep this window intact for it gives the room a soul
that opens to the view which | believe is the best part of this
apartment.

In discussions with the clients Chen successfully persuaded
them to give up many unnecessary programs such as the
spatial relationship between bedroom and balcony. Also the
disappearance of the Japanese room after the second child
was born came back resurrected as a reading room.

Spatial layout accords a hierarchical order

Chen believes that a good design is not just for fulfilling a
need but rather it sets up an order that the members can
love and can easily settle the mind and soul. He believes
that a “psychosocial orientation” is quite an important matter
that a good living space needs to offer. The plan perfectly
matches the traditional order of etiquette. In one way it offers
a central focus representing moral guidance, and in the other
each room is settled in a position that is independent while
attracted to the central court. The material applied is this
apartment enforces the spatial interest of centrifugal energy.

Color is dominated by gray and beige; in some position
dark color spotted dots in yellow add energy to the space.
Translucent glass panels, mirror, and painted yellow surface
panels create a rich layering quality to the space.
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9. Glass panel and its translucent layering treatment 10. Reading room and a white color secret door to bathroom 11. Reading room view 12. Spatial

rhythm gives a hint of a traditional moral order taken from ancient thought
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. Wrapped the ceiling with sound insulation material 2. Used glass
to avoid the dog's damage 3. Used Formica board to enrich the color
of the space 4. Installed synthetic screens instead of fabric drapery
to protect violation by mites 5. Used rustic resistant floor to avoid
scratching damage by pets 6. Selected a synthetic leather sofa for easy
maintenance 7. Used dust and water resistant recycled and synthetic
materials
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Seventeen years after this apartment’ s first design, it showed signs of
aging and the family members were constantly agonized by the noises
from a unit above the ceiling. It was time to make a new alteration to
fit the current needs. This demanded a total change up of the plan
and improvement of the soundproofing and better ventilation. Special
requirements included taking serious concern as to the canine’ s
damage to the furniture pieces and making them easily maintained in
terms of material durability.
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17. Plan
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15. Bathroom view
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